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St. James Beverage

530 North Country Road
631-862-7212

by Scott Posner

Twenty years ago, Martin Stanga-
rone was looking for two things: a
great town and a great opportunity.
He found both in St. James. In
March of 2005, he purchased St.
James Beverage, a local institution
that had been serving the com-
munity since the 1970s — and he’s
been part of the town’s fabric ever
since.

Two years later, Martin’s wife Jodi
asked the logical question: “Why
don’t we move to the town you
love so much?” So, in 2007, Mar-
tin, Jodi, their son Charlie, and
daughter Abby made the move to
St. James. Both Martin and Jodi had
grown up in East Northport, where
they first met in school.

What makes St. James Beverage
so unique? They're proudly old
school when it comes to customer
service and expertise. They're still
the kind of business that will carry
your purchases to your car — or de-
liver them to your home, free of
charge, if needed. Inside, you'll find
an impressive selection of craft
beers, imported labels, and the
classic brands everyone knows and
loves. Not sure what to try? Martin
and his team are always happy to
guide you toward something new.

Over the years, St. James Bever-
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age has also become an invaluable
part of the community they both
live and work in — a shining exam-
ple of the power of buying local.

When asked how the business
has changed over the past two dec-
ades, Martin reflected on the explo-
sion of the craft beer movement.
“Back then, Blue Point was one of
the only craft brewers around,” he
shared. “Then came Port Jefferson
Brewing about fifteen years ago —
and now there are more than 9,000
craft breweries across the country.”
You'll even find beer from St. James
Brewery, a local favorite, right on
their shelves. And if you're search-
ing for something rare or hard to
find? Just ask — they’ll do their best
to get it for you.

Another popular offering is their
selection of slim barrels — perfect
for home kegerators — as well as

half kegs for larger gatherings. With
an incredible array of options,
there’s something for every occa-
sion.

So, if you're looking for a dizzy-
ing selection of craft and hard-to-
find beers, friendly guidance, and
truly exceptional customer service,
stop in and visit Martin and the
crew at St. James Beverage.

Be sure to follow them on Face-
book and Instagram for monthly
special blowout deals. And with the
holidays fast approaching, there’s
never been a better time to stop by
and stock up!

Editors note:

Scott Posner is a Chamber of Com-
merce Board member and volunteers
for the Our Town Paper. He has been
running the St. James office of Edward
Jones Investments for the past 27 years.
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Rowena Nedvin & Dave Nedvin
LAREBS
ASSOCIATE RE BROKERS

Rowena’s Cell: 631.767.5221 e David’s Cell: 631.767.5220

-

Real Estate Brokerage
in Suffolk County

Small Team
in Smithtown

Trust us to market your home.
Now, more than ever, experience matters!

Wlslung’ ou a

We thankgou*for your business and
'-'. R e i . s o

7 W. Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787
SIGNATURE & s

signaturepremiere.com

PREMIER PROPERTIES rnedvin@gmail.com e davidnedvin@gmail.com
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CELEBRATE ST. JAMES — PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE
News from the Celebrate St. James Center for the Arts

by Natalie Weinstein, President

The holidays are upon us and
Celebrate St. James is busily prepar-
ing to celebrate the season with two
great shows, Frozen Jr. on De-
cember 6, and Anastasia, our main
stage show, on December 26-28.
Our Paint & Sip gathering was so
much fun, and we are planning to
do it again for those who called and
had to be turned away for lack of
space and those who have heard
about it and want to join the party.
Check it out along with other events
on our website,
celebratestjames.org.

Our new marquee will be adver-
tising 2026's events at the Celebrate
St. James Center for the Arts with
the many wonderful things planned,
as our fundraising campaign con-
tinues to bring new and committed
people to our doors.

Celebrate St. James, since its in-

ception in 2017, has been an or-
ganization passionate about bring-
ing the wonderful world of the arts
to all of you, your families, seniors,
businesses, really — everyone. St.
James is a unique and special place
and we will endeavor to continue
to promote community pride in its
past, now, and in the future. Come
and see what we are about and
what we are becoming. Help us

grow as we work to bring a new di-
mension to our town.

From the Celebrate St. James
family to yours — May you enjoy
good health and all you wish for
this holiday season, and may you
reap the blessings that come with
giving to others, as well.

Happy holidays,

Natalie Weinstein, President

— on behalf of Celebrate St. James

lHHoliday Potte

Opening weekend!
11/22-11/23 10AM-4PM
oshop our gallery everyday 11/22-12/21

SHOP LOCAL!
BUY HANDMADE!

ITEMS SHOWN MAY NO

LONGER -BE AVATLABLE

2 Flowerfield, Suites 578460 Saint Jlames,

ry Sale

:BRICK

CLAY STUDHO & GALLERY

NY 11780

THEBRICKSTUDIOQO.ORG 631.250.9530
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WE FIX UNCOMFORTABLE HOMES

We Fix: Cape Cods * Colonials - High Ranches

"« Contemporaries * Ranches, and Your Home! _ -

THI5 WINTER... GET COMFY!

WHY WAIT?
[T PAY5 FOR [TS5ELF!

PN
TRIPLE #

INSULATION

BTTICS + BASEMENTS < CRAWL SPACES
FOURTLEAF

THIS WINTER @ GET COMFY!
2023 - 2025 IN ONE DAY,
* ROOMS TOO COLD? WINNER we can make your home:
» DRAFTY ROOMS? i dodeb # MORE COMFORTABLE
» ROOMS OVER GARAGES? Eé‘ﬂnf;ﬂﬁ;u" @ EASIER TO HEAT

* AND MORE! i MORE EFFICIENT

M LONG
3 Googe OPSEGISe oy Monthiy
BB, FREE PSEG Long Island Payments
== 5-Star Google Bating Home Energy Assessment

631-230-1844

TripleHEuntracting com

Jill, Cwner

ks ROOF REPLACEMENTS TOO!

KlausRoofingbyTripleH.com 631-910-6223
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by Scott Posner

The Deepwells Farm Historical
Society would like to extend our
deepest gratitude to everyone who
supported this year’s Deepwells
Haunted Mansion — our biggest an-
nual fundraiser and one of the most
cherished traditions in our com-
munity.

This year’s event was an extraor-
dinary success, thanks to the in-
credible turnout from our visitors
and the tireless dedication of our
volunteers. The Haunted Mansion is
a 100% volunteer-run fundraiser,
and every dollar raised goes di-
rectly toward the maintenance and
restoration of the historic Deep-
wells Mansion.

Despite challenging weather and
high winds that could have easily
derailed our plans, our small but
mighty team of volunteers once
again pulled together to achieve the
impossible. Their creativity, deter-
mination, and community spirit
transformed those stormy nights
into one of our most successful sea-
sons yet.

What began over 15 years ago as
a small neighborhood idea has
grown into one of Long Island’s
most anticipated Halloween experi-
ences — a place where families,

Deepwells Haunted Mansion:
A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Community

friends, and fright fans come to-
gether to celebrate the season while
supporting the preservation of a
local landmark. Each year, the
event grows larger, scarier, and
more beloved, and it’s all thanks to
you —our community.

To everyone who attended, vol-
unteered, donated, or simply
helped spread the word: thank you
for keeping the Deepwells Haunted
Mansion alive and thriving. Your
support ensures that this beautiful
historic treasure continues to stand
tall for generations to come.

Special thanks to our coordi-
nators;
Denise
Dauvis,
Denise
Wladyka,
Karen
Richardi,
Katrina
Hayward,
Amy
Biondi,
Kathy
Weber, Meg
Shutka and
the rest of
the Deep-
wells board.
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Costumes
Galore at the
Halloween
Parade

The Community Association
of Greater St. James hosted a
Halloween parade along
Lake Avenue starting at Cele-
brate Park. The weather was
perfect and the attendees
had a wonderfully
frightful/adorable day.




W Sotheby’s
V GO\

Thank you to all my valued clients for making this past year a success.

FEach home sold and each new beginning is a reminder of what makes

this area so special - the people. Your referrals, trust, and partnership

continue to inspire me every day. Wishing you joy, good health and
cherished memories in the year ahead.

Marianne Koke
Associate Real Estate Broker
¢.631.335.7111

mariannekoke@danielgale.com UL e T

81 Route 111 | Smithtown, NY 11787

|
danielgale.com Each office is independently owned and operated. | i1
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

OPERATION SANTA CLAUS

St. James Fire Departments 45th Annual Christmas
& Holiday Parade Set for December 13

Santa Claus is coming to town
Saturday, December 13, 2025. The
St. James Fire Department will once
again play host to Santa Claus and
his friends for the 45th annual “Fes-
tival of Lights” Christmas and Holi-
day Parade.

The parade departs at 4:30 p.m.
Be sure to see all the brightly lit and
holiday decorated fire trucks as they
travel throughout the streets of St.
James in celebration of this holiday
season.

The Fire Department requests res-
idents on side streets to keep their
cars off the road and move them
into driveways during the parade as
this route has some very tight turns.

KK KK

The Chiefs’ Office, Board of Fire
Commissioners, Board of Directors
and members of the volunteer fire
department, wish the community a
very Merry Holiday Season.

Please note that this route is ten-
tative and subject to change as may
be required by inclement weather
and roadway obstructions.

PARADE ROUTE
Start at Station 2
Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Right on Hobson Ave.
Left on Middle Country Rd.
Left on Astor Ave.
Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Right on Cambon Ave.
Left on Camelot Lane
Left on Hillside Ave.
Right on Sansun Lane
Left on Storyland Rd.
Left on Cindrerella Lane
Right on Richie Court
Left on Carol Lane
Left on Hillside Ave.
Left on King Arthurs Court
Left on Gordon Gate
Right on Cambon Ave.
Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Left on Moriches Rd.
Right on Mills Pond Rd.
Right on Arrowood Drive
Right on Elderwood Drive

Left on Inwood Drive

Right on Arrowood Drive

Right on Brasswood

Left on Elderwood Drive
to Elderwood West

Left on Arrowood Drive

Right on Oldwood Rd.

Left on Greenwood Drive

Right on Elderwood Drive

Left on Arrowood Drive

Cross to Bayberry Dr

Right on Clover Lane

Left on Planetree Lane

Left on Mills Pond Rd.

Left on Copperbeech Rd.

Left on Curlin Lane

Right on Pear Court

Left on Bayberry Drive

Right on Applewood Rd.

Right on Copperbeech Rd.

Right on Mills Pond Rd.
Right on Moriches Rd.
Left on Maple Drive

Left on Lake Ave.

Left on Railroad Ave.
Right on Moriches Rd.
Right on Cambon Ave.
Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Right on 7th Ave.

Left on Moriches Rd.
Left on Sixth Ave.

Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Right on Fifth Ave.

Left on Tst Street

Left on 4th Ave.

Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Right on 3rd Ave.

Left on First Street

Left on Second Ave.
Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Right on First Ave.

Left on Railroad Ave.

Right on Lake Ave.

Right on 25A

Right on Acorn Rd.

Left on Oakfield Rd.

Right on 25A

Left on Ashleigh Drive

Right on Wellington Drive

Right on 25A

Right on Hitherbrook

Left on Harbor Rd.

Left on Harbor Hill Rd.

Left on Three Sisters Rd.

Right on Thompson Hill Rd.

Right on 25A

Right on Moriches Rd.

Left on 50 Acre Rd.

Left on Edgewood Ave.

Right on 25A

Right on Clinton

Right on Pierrponte

Right on Cleremont

Left on Rodney

Left on Vanderbilt

Left on Pierrepont

Right on Cleremont

Left on Northern

Right on 25A

Right on Lake Ave.

Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Left into Firehouse
Second Half

Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Left on Washington

Left on Third Ave

Left on Jefferson Ave

Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Right on Lincoln Ave.

Left on Railroad Ave.

Left on Grant Ave.

Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Right on 50 Acre Rd. South

Right on Carnegie Drive

Left on Marquette

Right on Colgate Drive

Left on Hofstra Drive

Right on East Hill Drive

Left on Penn Drive

Left on Dartmouth Drive

Left on 50 Acre Rd. S

Right on Woodlawn Ave.

Left on Jackson Ave.

continued on facing page
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

continued Right on Lake Ave. Left on Lake Ave.
Railroad Left on Pine Street Left on Sherwood Drive
Right on Northern Left on Sunny Road Left on Jefferson Ave.
Right on Woodlawn Ave. Left on Oak Street Right on Roseville Ave.
Right on Tredwell Left on Lake Ave. Right on Northern

Left on Mckinley Right on Roseville Ave. Right on Woodlawn Ave.
Left on St. James Ave. N Left on Jeffersron Ave. Return to Firehouse
Cross Woodlawn Left on Patton Rd.

Left on Cleveland Street
Right on Tredwell Ave.
Right on Roseville Ave.
Left on Orchard Lane
Left on Rutherford Street
Left on Arlington Ave.
Right on Roseville Ave.
Right on Oshea Lane
Left on David Lane
Right on Jefferson Ave.
Left on Nimitz Rd.

: Christmas Eve bams
0 F '_ “ pm
Blue Christmas | ; hristmas Day 6am-zpm
Blue Christmas is a service being > 5"“' DEE 26 T:I:I'I'I-Hpm
held on December 20 at 5:30 pm at
St. James Lutheran Church (Corner
of Woodlawn Ave. and Second
Ave., with the red doors). It will be

a more reflective time in God's 0
House, where grief, pain or dis- 0 Aj O F F
appointment can be acknowledged ANY PURCHASE

in the hustle and bustle of the holi-
days. The candle-lit setting promises i ”FIHUT_?IIFGUHT

respite to weary hearts. In a season

of celebration, grief doesn't seem to ot s . 3
have a place. But in reality, Christ- Custom Cakes for Every Occasion

mastime can amplify feelings of 59 Rt. 111, Smithtown (viage Contar

sorrow and pain, especially the loss

of a loved one, o,r a broken relation- -". LY 53 1 -255-551 ﬂ f

ship, health crisis or financial _ H‘pfl‘lﬂpﬂﬁtl’j"shup- com

uncertainty.
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A St. James Salute
to Our Veterans

Saint James recognizes the
contributions of generations
of veterans.

Their sacrifice provides

our freedom.
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EXPERIENCE COUNTS

DON’T LEAVE YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE TO CHANCE

-y

_—

------

Investment Management - Mutual Funds
Insurance - Retirement & Financial Planning

%= BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

N & e

Integrity - Insight - Independence

21 BENNETTS RoaD, Suite 201 / SETAUKET, NEw YORrRK 11733
631-979-6000 / Fax 631-979-6023
www.branchfinancialsrvcs.com

YOU CAN’T HUG AN 800 NUMBER™
HARLAN J. FISCHER AND MICHAEL J. BRESCIA
INVESTMENT ADVISORS OFFERING ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND CETERA INVESTMENT ADVISORS, LLC,

BOTH REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISORS. SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH CETERA WEALTH SERVICES, LLC, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC.
BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. IS UNDER SEPARATE OWNERSHIP FROM ANY OTHER ENTITY NAMED.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1974
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What's Happening at the General Store?

by Arline Goldstein

You might be wondering, “What's
happening at the St. James General
Store?” While it’s a subtle shift, the
holiday season is definitely on its
way! Turkeys are replacing skele-
tons and goblins, and beautifully
decorated Christmas trees are start-
ing to appear.

[’'m on my way to the Book Loft
to check out what manager Step-
hanie Potts has picked out for the
season. It’s hard to resist the
"sweets" counter, so | always make

sure to grab “a little something” be-
fore heading up to the second floor.
There, you'll find a fantastic selec-
tion of books that will pique the in-
terest of almost any reader. The
staircase, original to the building
since 1857, offers a unique glimpse
into the past. The steps are designed
to reflect the dimensions and style
of the people from that time.

The beadboard walls and the
paint colors are all indicative of a
19th-century country style. | could-
n’t help but admire the beautiful fall

Highlight
= $150.00

Long Hair Extra

Men’s Haircut

$20.00

Color and Go

Single Process

$55.00

Women’s Wash,
Cut & Blowout

$45.00

Long Hair Extra

Large Selection of Wigs for your personal and medical hair loss needs
Customized fitting in our private salon area

b Salon 230

230 LAKE AVE., ST. JAMES, NY 11780
631.862.7023

Open 6 days a week: Tues.-Fri. 9:30-7 « Sat. 9-6 * Sun. 9:30-5 + Closed Mon.

wreaths that adorn the landing out-
side the entrance to the second
floor, which houses an eclectic col-
lection of books at reasonable
prices.

| started my exploration on the
right, where | found a lovely display
of equestrian-themed books. | was
particularly drawn to The Eighty
Dollar Champion: Snowman by
Elizabeth Letts. | knew a bit about
Snowman and his connection to
local hero Harry deLeyer, but this
book tells the incredible story of
how a plow horse, on its way to the
slaughterhouse, was bought by de-
Leyer for just $80 and went on to
become a champion show jumper.
The book also shares deLeyer's in-
spiring life story, including his es-
cape from Nazi-occupied
Netherlands during WWII, where
he sheltered Jewish families. It's a
heartwarming tale of two true
champions that continues to inspire
both locally and globally.

Moving along, | came across a
display of paperback books about
various towns in Suffolk County,
from Amityville to Southold, and
every town in between. If you've
ever been curious about the history
of a particular town, there’s a book
here for you!

Bedtime stories are a cherished
tradition in many homes, and the
Book Loft has a wonderful selection
of books for toddlers. Titles like

continued on page 18
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Happy Hohdays’

We are so grateful for the opportunity to serve our wonderful clients and
customers throughout the year. Wishing you a very special holiday filled
with gratitude, joy, and time well spent with family and friends.

— Christa & Bonnie Glenn

Daniel e
Gale ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Curious about your home’s value in today’s market? We'd love to help.

Call us for a complimentary market analysis of your home.

The Right Agent Makes All the Difference.

Bonnie Glenn .
Associate Real Estate Broker Christa Glenn

Gold Circle of Excellence

€.631.921.1494 €.631.621.6763
bonnieglenn@danielgale.com christaglenn@danielgale.com
bonnieglenn.com christaglenn.danielgale.com

Real Estate Salesperson

Scan For
More Info.

Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown, NY | 631.584.6600

Stony Brook/Port Jefferson Office | 1067 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY | 631.689.6980

danielgale.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. @
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continued from page 16

Don’t You Know It’s Bedtime, The
Quietest Bedtime Story Ever, and
When | Grow Up are sure to make
bedtime something to look forward
to. The illustrations are charming,
and these books are sure to become
favorites for both parents and chil-

What's Happening at the General Store

dren alike.

Whether you're shopping for an
early reader or a senior, there’s
something for everyone. From
books about dinosaurs and mana-
tees, to the night sky and Native
American crafts, the Book Loft has a
variety of titles that will satisfy the

curious mind.

For those with a green thumb (or
those who aspire to be gardeners),
there’s a wonderful selection of gar-
dening books. Pair one with a
charming blue-and-white porcelain
pot for an indoor gardener’s gift

continued on page 20
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SHOP NOW FOR
THE BEST SELECTION OF

Tl Hlj'.‘x'!'l;l
HAPPY HOLIDAYS -

TO YOU & YOURS & BASSALI
Your Trusted St. James Jeweler for Over 40 Years... GIFT
specializing in custom design and expert jewelry repair CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

LENNY the Jeweler Al work done on premises.

ST. JAMES JEWELRY

S H O P P E
483 Lake Avenue, St. James, NY 11780

631-862-6775

www.stjamesjewelry.com
Open Thursday-Friday 10-5 and Saturday 10-4

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025

MEMBER OF THE
ST. JAMES CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

GOLD
DIAMONDS
SILVER
WATCH BATTERIES

Follow Us On

“ M
' |
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Happy Holla;\ys

]
; ...and cheers to the New Year!
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i Wishing you and yours all thats bright and beautiful, al through thls wonderful time of year and beyond! [\
'-r'.‘-. Thank you for your continued and valued support! i
|:'~ Bernie, Eileen, Tiffany and Bernard, Jr. Quinn, the little office helpers: Bradley and Skyelar, ¥
- and of course the mascots: Stella, Kona and Tiki! A
Ill‘:\l -'"..I
;",'1H Proud to serve the community for 25 years! 3
L . . . . . T =
¢] We will meet or beat all competitors rates on certain available units | | .
(&Y OR provide no rent increase for 2 years!! 4
u/ (New clients only) \ ..l
:ﬁ."-. §
=  SAINT JAMES SELF STORAGE

¢+ 75 ARLINGTON AVE., ST. JAMES & ™= IE“l

s (Behind Advantage Honda)

STORAGE ACCESS
7 DAYS

Visit Our Website: www.saintjamesselfstorage.com
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What's Happening at the General Store

continued from page 18
that's perfect for the holidays.

Don’t forget to check out the
counter, original to the store, where
you'll find unique items for stocking
stuffers — feathered quill pens,
stained-glass metal bookmarks, and
even Crazy Socks with fun sayings
and illustrations. There’s also some-
thing for the campers on your list,
including books about camping and
a guide to Long Island's State and
National Parks. These titles will
surely inspire the adventurer in
anyone!

As | continued browsing, | could-
n't resist moving the blue glass cyl-
inders to hear the soft, melodic
tones from the wind chimes hang-
ing in the shape of mermaids and
other nautical figures. They're abso-
lutely stunning and incredibly
soothing.

Of course, the Christmas Room is ‘
always a treat, and Ms. Potts has

lications display on my way out.
Most of the books here are under
$5, including classics by William
Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Ernest
Hemingway, Dorothy Parker, Mark
Twain, and many more. | couldn’t
resist picking up a book by Kate
Chopin, as I had just finished
reading The Awakening and wanted
to explore more of her short stories
about women in the 19th century.

| hope my tour of the Book Loft
piqued your interest enough to pay
a visit — I'm sure you'll thank me
later! | recently read a book called
The Secrets to Happiness by a very
wise man, and I'd like to pass on his
advice: “Take a walk, make a
friend, read a book.”

And that’s not all! Mark your cal-
endars... Santa will be returning to
the General Store on December 6
and 7 from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m. It's a
wonderful opportunity to snap a

continued on page 22

space. | thought | had seen it all

once again created a magical
until I stopped by the Dover Pub-

ST JAMES RESIDENTS

Happry HoLIDAYS TO YOU AND YOURS'

CALL
631-862-8925

OR EMAIL

5 . Opening & Closing Services

-« All Repairs & Renovations

Northwaypools@gmall com

Lifetime St James Resident
With 30 Years Plus Experience

NORTHWAY POOLS OFFERS )
* Reliable Professional - A
* Pool Cleaning & Maintenance SR

» Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly

- *Vacuum Service

Loop Loc Cover

Dealer
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@ccasions
BY JULIA TERES

VENT PLANNING

SERVICES

Full Service Planning,
Design, Setup,
Backdrops, Balloons,
Centerpleces, Decor,
Favors, Custom Swag,
Desserts & More!

CONTACT
= occasionsbyjt@gmail.com

¥ @occasionsbyjuliateresa
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What's Happening
at the General Store

continued from page 20
memorable photo with jolly
old St. Nick in the shed, now
transformed into a magical
workshop. Bring your cam-
era for a 2025 Christmas
photo or a holiday card with
your little ones. The event is
free, but tickets are required.
Simply scan the QR code on
the flyer featuring Santa.

The General Store is one
of the most special places on
Long Island to celebrate the
joy of Christmas in a tradi-
tional, old-fashioned way.
Mrs. Claus will be handing
out giant candy canes to all
the children who chat with
Santa, and there will be fun
holiday activities, including
coloring and games. It's a
truly festive experience.

AROUND TOWN

As Ms. Potts said, “We
look forward to bringing our
community the traditional
Victorian Christmas aes-
thetic, along with other
themes like Irish, natural
woodland, primitive, beach,
celestial, and of course, the
beloved gingerbread look
that evokes the feeling of a
home filled with the aroma
of freshly baked Christmas
cookies. We pay attention to
every little detail in decorat-
ing each tree, hoping to in-
spire the tradition of
decorating a beautiful tree
with family, creating mem-
ories that last for years. We're
proud to support local artists
and U.S.-made products
right here in our own com-
munity.”

HOMESTEAD LANDSCAPING INC.

SERVING THE NORTH SHORE FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS

.
b wishing AlL A Merry Christmas,
- Happy HoLLolags

§ Cheers To A Great New Year...
2026!

631-588-5296

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

R W HOMESTEADLANDSCAPINGING.COM

LICENSED & INSURED
License #42485

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025




406 NO. COUNTRY RD.
\ST. JAMES, NY 11780

DCB al'biel‘i Associates, Inc,

Your Real Estate Professionals Since 1960

631-862-7447

VIEW US AT: WWW.DEBARB.COM
5 = t‘.‘;”' ) f

- Wishing All of Our Clients, Family and Friends 3y,
W a Very Merry Christmas N

L) oy

=te and a Happy and Healthy New Year : 58 9=
:' 3 "{E W .'t.:f; |";I:J L 1, oo QI-;: i"!'l \%
i—- X J.f':—‘li .ﬁ Al s -~ t,..""'ﬂ - | il? _ HE"’*‘ ;

Formally a Dairy Barn on Lake
Avenue, St. James. Two drive
through Isles and approx. 620
sq. ft. of building & walk in re-
frigeration units, plus 128 sq.
ft. storage shed. Prime .50
acre location in Heart of Town,
Adjacent Post Office. Gas
heat. $4,000 mo. Triple net
lease. Tenant pays taxes, in-
surance and all utilities. Ideal
for Drive Thru Convenience Store/Coffee.

ST. JAMES

“TOTALLY RENOVATED COLONIAL”
R, 2.5 bath home on .25 acre,
with Azek front and vinyl sid-
ing. Thermopane windows,
architectural roof, covered
front porch with Trex decking.
wide plank hardwood floors,
brand new Shaker style
kitchen cabinets and quartz
counter tops with new SS
appls. New LED hi-hat light-
ing, 2 new bathrooms, Nat.
Grid gas heat, Navien hot

Whole house fan. Must see! $749,000.

ST. JAMES
“CUSTOM QUALITY NEW CONSTRUCTION”

Custom quality new construc- |
tion. Post Modern Hampton
style Colonial features: 9’ ceil-
ings, wide plank white oak g
floors, coffered ceiling, cus-
tom large open EIK, white
shaker cabinets, quartz tops,
oversized waterfall center is-
land. Electric frplc in LR.
Stunning primary BR & cus-
tom private bath. 3 add’l BRs & 2 full baths. Garage, 9’ bsmnt w/OSE. Too
much to list! Must see! $1,274,000.

FORT SALONGA

“MID CENTURY MODERN RANCH?”
3 BR, 3 Bath mid century Mod-
ern Ranch w/vaulted ceilings,
HW floors, lower level walkout,
decks. One car att. garage.
Kitchen, roof, some windows &
HW floors updated 2015. LR
with HW floors, built-ins & wood burning frplc, eat in gaIIey kltchen w/granite tops.
200 amp electric, oil forced HA Heat, thru wall AC units, primary BR w/att. bath,
private balcony. Sliders to rear deck in kitchen & LR. 1+/- private acres, R-43 zon-
ing, Sold As-Is. Cul-de-sac location. Blacktop driveway, Kings Park schools,
Northport PO. 275 gallon oil tank in garage. NO FHA financing. $699,000.

water, rear Trex deck. 200 amp electric, blacktop driveway, unfin. basement.

Prestigious Brick Buillding in
Medical Park. Former Perio-
dontist office, Includes office
furniture and high end interior
finishes. Reception area, wait-
ing room, 3 exam rooms, office
and lab room. 1.5 baths. Full
basement, part finished. Gas
heat, CAC, ample parking. Dia-
mond condition. $329,000.

STONY BROOK “MEDICAL OFFICE CONDO”
—

EAST SETAUKET
“BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOM RANCH”

Vaulted ceilings, maple kit-
chen cabs and stainless
appls. Architectural roof, An-
dersen thermopane win-
dows, 200 amp electric,
natural gas hot air heat & 50
gallon HW heater, CAC, low
line septic w/pre-cast rings. Entertainers rear yard w/roof over gazebo &
pool/spa w/waterfall. Full bsmnt with egress windows and laundry. Gener-
ator hook-up only. One car att. garage. Blacktop & paver driveway. Stone
front walkway. 3V School District. $659,000.

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
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Thank you to The Bristal Assisted
Living at Lake Grove for hosting the
October St. James Chamber of Com-
merce meeting. Congratulations to Meg
and Charlie Shutka of Eddie’s Power
Equipment on receiving the 2025 NY
State Senate Empire Award in rec-
ognition of their busineses’ 60 years of
service to our town. Senator Mario R.
Mattera personally presented the award.

e Octobe

r Meeting

Smithtown Councilwoman Lisa Inzerillo
also presented them with a proclama-
tion from Town of Smithtown. Meg’s
tearful acceptance touched us all.

We were also treated to a presenta-
tion by Kiersten Palma, RN from
RN4Medicare about the ins and outs of
Medicare. She offers a free, valuable
service navigating the Medicare system.

bp

HOLIDAY CHEER
STARTS WITH STIHL

E I.
A\

Formerly St. James Gulf
Same HONEST Ownership !

ST. JAMES

AUTOMOTIVE (ENTER

“Serving Your Community for Over 30 Years”

BATTERIES pri o Same GREAT Service
f w " INCLUDED L I OILCHANGE
e 3 J"' 7 ol e Shop Hours: | Expires 12/31/25
w N : S 8 Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-5 PM | __Mustbe presented
e — . hen dropping off vehicle.
& B Sat. 7 AM-3 PM -

—

5 -.EF#’F.J h ‘l\"l.l

525 N. Country Rd., St. James * 631-584-5798

www.stjamesBP.com

%

)
/ - 4 \ N
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Gifts That Keep On Giving

Shop STIHL Today IR
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The St. James l:haini:er of Commerce &
The Peepuwelle Farm Historical Society

Will Co-Host The Annual

ST. JAMES COMMUNITY

= Doins you) friendfs ¢ neighbors i Tio beailyul Deepwelly Wangion
=98 “LveEntertainment *KidsCraft  * Christmas Carols
- * Hot Cocoa & Cookies (Thank you Smithtown Rotary Club)

* Photos w/Santa and Mrs Claus - On the Porch!
Alwass | Thanks to The 5t. James Fire Dept. who arranged their special visit to St. Jlames )

p - | X, 2
= FRE-E" & " Toy Drive (Bring an unwrapped toy for local needy children)
- ' * Tree Lighting Countdown

...,_'.i-

Y |

& B
M

. G
A

- iy
£ X

SPONSORSHIPS
AVAILABLE
631.584.8510

25A § MORICHES RD. &
@ ST JAMES.NY 11780
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TRAVELS

WITH |IRMA

by Irma Gurman

How did the Dalmatian get
its name? It’s derived from Dal-
matia, a region in Croatia — a
land of gorgeous blue waters
and more than a thousand is-
lands scattered across the Adri-
atic Sea. For many years,
Croatia was part of Yugoslavia,
but it became an independent
nation in 1991 after a devastat-
ing four-year war for inde-
pendence.

We had seen pictures of Du-
brovnik before the war and
vowed that one day we would
visit this beautiful city of red-
tiled roofs — many of which
have since been rebuilt after
being destroyed during the
conflict. We walked the an-
cient city walls, constructed

Captivating: Land of Blue Waters
and Timeless Beauty

|-. = e
— P -
=z '-...--

*

between the 13th and 17th
centuries, explored grand old
palaces, and marveled at the
sweeping views of the city
from the rooftop of the Excel-
sior Hotel. We even attended a
folk dancing concert that
brought the city’s rich culture
to life.

Dining by the water, we
sampled their famous cream
cake — kremsnita — a heavenly
dessert of vanilla custard and
whipped cream layered be-
tween crisp puff pastry.

We hired a driver and
toured the Dalmatian Coast.
One of the highlights of our
day was stopping at a small
oyster farm. We sat at a red-
wood table in the backyard

continued on page 28
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Natalie Weinstein Design Associates

Natalie Weinstein,
ASID Allied

Interior Designer,
Author, Columnist,
Motivational Speaker,
Media Personality

PO BOX 514 e ST. JAMES, NY 11780 ¢ 631-862-6198
WWW.NATALIEWEINSTEIN.COM

From Montauk to Manhattan,
from renovation L%rozgﬁ decoration,
our firm has been the go-to destination since 1973.

Holiday
Fora persomz[ in home consultation with Natalie Gift Certificates

contact us 631-862-6198 Available

or email us at info@natalieweinstein.com.
Integrity ~ Quality ~ Mindful of Your Time & Budget
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TRAVELS

WITH |IRMA

continued from page 26

and watched the owner’s daughter
submerge a cage into the water,
then lift out the freshest, most deli-
cious oysters we had ever tasted. As
we savored them, their pet donkey
brayed cheerfully, providing a play-
ful accompaniment to our feast.

Another day, we cruised to the is-
land of Kor€ula - also known as
“Little Dubrovnik” — and wandered
through its narrow medieval stone
streets. Often described as one of
the most beautiful islands in the
world, KorCula is said to be the
birthplace of Marco Polo.

We also sailed to the island of
Krk (try to pronounce that one!) and
learned about its Roman heritage
while visiting ancient baths, tem-
ples, and city walls. Krk was once
ruled by both the Venetians and the
Frankopans, whose influence is still
visible in its culture and architec-
ture.

The city of Split is best known for
Diocletian’s Palace, built in the 4th
century as the summer residence of
the Roman emperor. This UNESCO
World Heritage Site includes Dio-
cletian’s mausoleum, several tem-
ples, and vast underground cellars.
Today, Split has grown into a vi-
brant modern city, where people
still live within the palace walls, en-
joying its charming shops, inviting
restaurants, and magnificent views
of the sea.

The capital of Croatia is Zagreb, a
lively city of more than a million
residents. It sits on two levels —
Upper Town and Lower Town — and
we hiked up to the castle for a pan-
oramic view of the city. Lower
Town is filled with open-air mar-
kets, lovely restaurants, and some of
the most delicious strawberries we
have ever tasted! We marveled at
the colorful tiled roof of St. Mark'’s
Church, which displays the coats of

Captivating: Land of Blue Waters and Timeless Beauty

arms of both Croatia and Zagreb.

Not far from Zagreb is Plitvice
Lakes National Park, a breathtaking
73,000-acre expanse of natural
beauty. With its 16 lakes and hun-
dreds of cascading waterfalls, this
stunning park — named a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 1979 —is
one of Croatia’s most treasured at-
tractions.

Croatia is a country bathed in
blue. From the Adriatic’s shimmer-
ing turquoise waters to the endless
sky above, its colors stay with you
long after you leave. For weeks after
we returned home,
my dreams were
painted in magnifi-
cent shades of
azure and teal.

Don’t miss add-
ing this gorgeous
destination to your
travel list.

£y
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E;ﬂl us:
(631) 708-5361

HARBOR CLOSE TRAVEL

5T. JAMES

(web) https://harborclosetravel.com
(email) johnhenry@harborclosetravel.com

¢ [ ‘We make your vacation easy.
YOU make it wonderful!

BOOK MOW
2\
_ LATER
g P N
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COMPASS A

Welcome home
for the holidays!

|
Wishing you a joyous holiday

season filled with peace, love,

and the warmth of home. \
Thank you for your trust and
partnership throughout the

year. It's been a true honor
helping you find your place in our
beautiful North Shore community.

Cheers to new beginnings
and continued success
in the coming year.

Maria Orlandi
Licensed Associate RE Broker /

maria.orlandi@compass.com
M: 631.697.0474 | O: 631.629.7719
MariaOrlandiLuxuryLiving

Maria Orlandi is a Licensed Associate RE Broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity Laws.
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Happy Memories of a Special Friend

by Alice Brudach

I met her about fourteen years ago.
Although she was friendly, I thought she
was far from good-looking. She had
huge ears — far too large for her small
head — and her awkward long legs often
caused her to trip as she ran. She had
been abandoned, and my daughter took
her in temporarily until a good home
could be found.

After living with my daughter for a
year, a move to a new apartment be-
came a crisis. The building had a strict
“no big dogs” rule. By this time, as she
lost her puppy look, her ears stood tall
and the shape of her head revealed she
was mostly shepherd. Her legs were
now strong and straight. Everyone felt
sorry for this lovely, gentle dog, but no
one seemed able to take her.

It was decided that the kindest thing
might be to have her put to sleep
peacefully rather than risk her being
abused or neglected. | spoke to her
then, telling her how sorry | was that |
couldn’t help. I already had an Irish
Setter who kept me busy — constantly

running away and sending me all over
the neighborhood to find her. She
looked up at me with those soulful
eyes, as if to say, “I understand.”
After much agonizing, | made an
eleventh-hour
decision to
spare her — and
to ask her into
my life. |
hadn’t actually
told her that
yet, but | made
it clear: if she
ran away, |
wouldn’t chase
after her. She
would be my
outside dog. |
named her
Shepla, Shep
for short.
Faithful Shep
lived outdoors
through spring,
summer, and
continued on page 32

Wishing You a

Christine Stevens

Associate Real Estate Broker

¢.631.879.7018

christinestevens@danielgale.com
Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown i

danielgale.com

- '&ale | Sotheby
Each office is independently owned and operated. E
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ST JAMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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Sunday Dec. 14 - Sunday Dec. 21 at 5: OO0pm®
* Exception: 4:00pm on Friday Dec. 19

Donations of non-perishable food and unwrapped gifts
welcome and will be given to the local food pantries.
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Happy Memories of a Special Friend

continued from page 30

fall, and part of her first winter. She
never wandered far from home. When
the weather turned cold, she seemed
delighted when we told her she could
sleep inside, in the warm kitchen. From
then on, that became her spot.

After our old Irish Setter had to be put
to sleep due to age and illness, Shep
became my constant companion. |
talked to her often, and she always
seemed to understand. She loved being
a passenger in the car and accompa-
nied me on errands, patiently waiting
for my return — tail wagging happily the
moment she saw me.

By then, she slept in my room, often
beside my bed. If I sat down, she would
rest her head gently on my foot. When |
wasn’t looking, she’d sneak onto the
couch or a chair. | never actually
caught her there, but her warm imprint
—and a few dog hairs — gave her away.
Often, a toy would be left lying inno-
cently on the floor. Smart dog!

Walks or drives to the beach made
her ecstatic. She loved to swim after

sticks and bring them back proudly.
Sometimes she didn’t want to leave
the water, and I'd have to threaten
to go home before she’d finally
come out and shake herself dry.

When | brought home another
dog, a Gordon Setter named
Ginger, | wasn’t sure how Shep
would react. My friends assured
me there would be no problem,
and they were right. It was fascinat-
ing to watch Shep guide Ginger
around our fenced-in yard, show- ;
ing her the boundaries. The two be-
came inseparable, sharing games
of fetch and the joy of simply being
together. | referred to them as sisters,
the light-colored shepherd mix and the
black-and-tan purebred Gordon.

As Shep grew older, she slowed
down. | began taking her to work with
me, where she would lie beside my
desk for hours. She made friends with
everyone who took the time to notice
her, and people still mention that gentle
shepherd to this day.

Old age came too soon. She had

—
trouble getting into the car, and I would
gently lift her up. She came to expect
my help, waiting patiently by the open
door for me to assist her. The days of ex-
citedly leaping in were gone.

It's been almost a year since her faith-
ful, loving heart stopped beating. She
was surrounded by three generations of
family who loved her deeply.

Discarded and abandoned as a pup,
she became so wanted, so loved. To us,

continued on page 34

P. DeBlasio Builders, Inc.
FINE HOMES & RENOVATIONS

Happy Holidays.’

We wish you and your loved ones

a happy, healthy holiday.

It has been a pleasure
doing business with you.

Proudly Serving Nassau & Suffolk Counties for Over 30 Years

New Construction | Renovations | Design & Plans Services | Construction Management
Roofing, Siding, Windows | Kitchens & Baths | Outdoor Living Spaces

273 Lake Avenue, St. James, NY 11780
Tel: 631.584.5500 °* Fax: 631-584-2348
info@pdeblasiobuilders.com °* www.pdeblasiobuilders.com

Licensed & Insured | Suffolk License 15543-H | Nassau License H18F6680000

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025




-33 -

#scientific  WOLIBAYS

PROUDLY
SERVING
THE
COMMUNITY
SINCE 1957

Winter is upon us and - just like most humans - insects and rodents do not like
the cold weather. Some pests are still searching for a winter home, make sure
it isn't yours! Be sure you've protected your home and Gl

family from: @

 Spiders  Crickets )
"Not a creature was stirring,
‘\/ Spider Crickets .,/ Silverfish not diren s Tnonse
Rodents Stink B :

W Reden v/ StibkBugs Thank you for entrusting us to

v Termites v~ Ants safeguard your home and
family! Wishing you a joyous

V' Centipedes v Bed Bugs e Ll Al R
holiday season and a Happy

»/ Mosquito's f

Ticks New Year! __/

) Visit Us: 534 N Country Rd, St. James,NY (i) Follow Us: @ScientificExterminating

9 H call us: 631-265-5252 | EXT 5 .
' Scientific L Sooichest

I __ -
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Happy Memories

continued from page 32

she was beautiful - faithful, gentle, and
full of unconditional love to the end.
She will never be forgotten.

If there are animals in Heaven, |
know that someday I'll be greeted by
many of my past pets — and | wouldn’t
be surprised to see Shepla at the front of
the pack, tail wagging, ready to lead the
way.

Editors note.

Alice Jacobs, along with her husband
Eddie, founded Eddie’s Power Equip-
ment over 60 years ago. Alice was a
tireless supporter of the town and a
constant volunteer for the St. James
Chamber of Commerce. She served as.a
Girl Scout Leader, volunteered at the St.
Charles Hospital thrift shop located in
St. James and was president of the VFW
Post 395 Ladies Auxiliary. She was
known far and wide for her passion for
animals, frequently fostering sick and
unwanted pets. Alice passed away in
2011. Eddie’s Power Equipment is now
run by her son-in-law Charlie Shutka

AROUND TOWN

very proud to see they have maintained and continued her spirit of voluntarism.

and her daughter Meg. Alice would be ‘ the excellent reputation of the business

HANNETT
CONSTRUCTION

Improve Your Home

From Big Jobs to Small

“We Do It All”

e I —
NEW HOMES | WHOLE HOUSE RENOVATIONS
SIDING | EXTENSIONS | ROOFING
KITCHENS | DORMERS | DECKS
WINDOWS | BASEMENTS

THOMAS M. HANNETT

631-585-1279

SINCE 1987 - LICENSED & INSURED
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EﬂST COAST KARATE MMA™ #
k HOLIDAY SPECIAL

» IMPROVED FOCUS
» MORE CONFIDENCE
» UNIFORM ($60 VALUE)

CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

TINY TIGERS 3-4 YRS
atx TIGERS B-T YRS N - o5 W
7. DRAGONS 8-12 YRS )K "}K’
TEENS 13-15 YRS ' '
ADULT 16~

4 MMA BJJ CLASSES A

Adult & Youth Classes Available No Experience Required

/ﬂm’l\ 5 Benefits of BJJ Training

Excellent Cardiovascular Workout
JUDOEBJJ Builds Strength & Flexibility
"""""""" Boosts Confidence & Focus

Improves Coordination & Balance
Effective Self Defense _./‘

Schedule a FREE Trial class @www.eastcoastkaratestjames.com

[ﬁ Fulluw Us on Instagram @ eastcoastkarate_mma
East Coast Karate

Located in the Everyday Bagel Shopping Center
733 Middle Country Rd. 5t. James
CALL TODAY ! 631-862-1400
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Enduring Love in St. James:
The Negri Family
Finds Their Way Home

For Erica and Rob Negri, St. James wasn’t just a place on
the map — it was the dream. A dream of rooted community,
small-town warmth, familiar faces, and a place to raise their
children surrounded by friends, family, and local tradition.

Married for ten years and together for nearly nineteen, Erica
and Rob have built a life defined by love, faith, and service.
Though their journey to St. James was full of obstacles, rising
real estate market, and moments of doubt, they held tightly to
the belief that home is not just where you live — but where
you belong.

For years, the couple wondered if their dream of owning a
home in St. James was slipping away. Each house hunt felt like
hope raised and lost again. Erica recalls the process beginning
to feel less like a dream and more like a nightmare.

“It was starting to feel impossible,” she shared. “This town
was where our lives were already happening — our children’s
activities, our friendships, our church, our community. We
were already here... we just didn’t have our home here yet.”

But the Negris are not strangers to perseverance. When the
right house finally arrived, it came with its own mountain of

continued on page 38

POWER HOUSE
HOME ENERGY

SOLAR - ROOFING - HEATPUMPS

: ».; Wishing Our Saint James Neighbors a Bright and Joyful Holiday Season

:: . ¥
&r'z As we celebrate Hanukkah, Christmas, and the New Year, Power House Home Energy
EB! thanks our community for another incredible year of trust, referrals, and support.

Because of you, we've helped more families take control of their energy,
protect their homes, and invest in a cleaner, brighter future.

From our family to yours, may your holidays be filled with
warmth, joy, and light that lasts all year long

Smarter Energy Starts at Home...Proudly Based in Saint James

) 516.205.543¢  [E] powerhouselicom (@) info@powerhouseli.com

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025




- &

Sb. James 6GIVIG Assoclation

+ Winter
MarRkat

St. James Lutheran Church
230 2™ Ave, St. James, NY

saturda I: Oopmﬁ
GG % 7:00pM

" :*\,\

Heated Tent ( II?{"‘!O )
Unique Vendors
Free Face Painting
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The Negri Family

continued from page 36

renovations and decisions. Yet there was no question —
they would tackle it the same way they had tackled ev-
erything else in their life together: as partners.

“They are each other’s calm,” shared a close friend.
“No matter the challenge, they balance one another.”

Their connection to St. James runs deep. Erica vol-
unteers at Saints Philip and James, where their family
worships. Their children are active in local dance and
sports. And the family prides itself on supporting local
small businesses — many owned by friends and loved
ones along Lake Avenue.

The Negris believe in showing up — whether for
school events, community fundraisers, charity drives,
or supporting their neighbors” dream ventures. Their
life is woven into the fabric of St. James because they
have consistently chosen to pour love into this com-
munity.

This year, Erica and Rob participated in the Enduring
Love Campaign, a portrait project hosted at Kat &
Mouse Photography in St. James, celebrating couples
who have grown side-by-side through life’s seasons.
Their session marked nineteen years together, and the
beginning of a new chapter in their long-awaited St.
James home.

“This session was about honoring what we've built —
and remembering that we built it together,” Erica said.

A portrait from their session now hangs proudly on
the wall of their new home — not just as artwork, but as
a reminder of every moment that carried them there.

The Enduring Love Campaign continues through
2026, highlighting couples across the North Shore
whose stories reflect commitment, resilience, and the
beauty of choosing each other — again and again.

In a world that moves quickly, the Negris’ story is a
reminder of something timeless:

Love is not just found. It is chosen, nurtured, and
held steady — one day at a time.

LA M A\*’E N U L

FLORAI ||'I'1

599 LAKE AVE.,
SAINT JAMES, NY 11780
(631) 820-0200

www.lakeavenuefloralhomeshoppe.com
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LAW OFFICE OF
JOSEPH A. BOLLHOFER, P.C.

Elder Law

Real Estate

Estate Planning and Administration

Proudly Serving the Community Since 1985
Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.

Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA)

Past President, Chamber of Commerce

291 Lake Avenue
St. James, NY 11780
(631) 584-0100

www.bollhoferlaw.com ¢ info@bollhoferlaw.com

ARE YOU A SNOWBIRD?

LEAVE THE SAFETY OF YOUR HOME
IN OUR HANDS

LICENSED INSURED

HomMmE PROTECTORS

CaLL TobAyY TO
SAFEGUARD YOUR HOME

631-862-5779

Scotty’'s Masonry

ST. JAMES, NEW YORK

631.872.1076

All Phases of Custom Masonry

+ Patios

% Outdoor Kitchens

+ Fireplaces

% Walkways and Stoops
% Pool Patios

% Stone Walls

+ Brick and Stone Veneer

Licensed and Insured
Established 1986
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YyYOU CAN HELP

Join Us for the 1st Annual Holiday Hand Up Benefit:
A Chance to Make a Difference for the Homeless on Long Island

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, the spirit of giving and
community support becomes more
important than ever. This year,
Homeless Long Island is thrilled to
announce its Tst Annual Holiday
Hand Up Benefit, an event ded-
icated to assembling community
members for an evening of joy,
music, and delicious food — all for a
meaningful cause. Scheduled for
Sunday December 14, 1-5 p.m.,
this benefit promises to be a heart-
warming occasion aimed at sup-
porting those in need across Long
Island.

A Time for Togetherness
and Compassion

The Holiday Hand Up Benefit is
not just an invitation to enjoy a fes-
tive gathering; it is an opportunity
to extend kindness and compassion
to members of our community who
are experiencing homelessness. The
event will feature a delightful after-
noon filled with uplifting Music By:
Kerry Kearney, Evan Murphy, Marc
Mancini Gerry Sorrentino and joyable experience for all attendees.
Nydia Liberty Mata, and a spread of ‘ The funds raised during this event
wonderful dishes, making it an en- will directly support Homeless Long

Island’s ongoing efforts to provide
aid and resources to those
continued on facing page

- \J _\fazac Cuntrag_ti_ng

Deaigr < Bl - Romocksl
ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS ¢ CUSTOM BUILDING

We are a full service
Design/Build &
Remodeling Company
servicing your
community
for over 40 years.

'F-‘ii n-*‘ "

Call today for a LLaRE Mpmimeas
FREE consultation ) :
631.584.7817

333 First Avenue, St. James, New York 11780
www.vazac.com

Relationship Built on Honesty, Integrity and Trust ~ @vazaccontractingeorp

Do you have a very special,
talented, beautiful, loving pet?

DOG? CAT? BIRD? FISH?

Share what makes him/her so special
your friends & neighbors!

Email us a short write-up, with a
photo or two, and we'll feature
your furry friend

in
Our Town!

Email to:

info@outownstjames.c
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continued
grappling with housing crises.
Homeless Long Island is a grass-
roots organization that has spent
years tirelessly working on behalf of
the homeless population through-
out the region. With a primary
focus in Suffolk County, the organi-
zation extends its outreach to
neighboring Nassau County, ad-
dressing the growing needs of in-
dividuals facing homelessness,
including veterans living on the
streets and families struggling to
find shelter. By participating in this
benefit, attendees will be contrib-
uting to a vital mission aimed at
changing lives during this often-
challenging time of year.

Who We Are:
Committing to Change

At the heart of Homeless Long Is-
land is a dedicated team of staff and
volunteers who understand the ex-
tensive challenges faced by the
homeless community. Daily, the
phones ring with calls from individ-
uals seeking help — those living in
tents, wooded areas, hotels, and
even cars, as well as families couch
surfing between friends” homes.
This outreach program ensures that
no one is overlooked, as volunteers
mobilize to connect with these vul-
nerable individuals.

Delivering essential items such as
blankets, clothing, food, and warm
attire, the organization not only
meets immediate needs but also
offers an abundance of compassion
through prayer and the gift of sup-
portive resources like Bibles. The
work of Homeless Long Island ex-
tends far beyond material support;
it's about restoring dignity and offer-
ing pathways to a brighter future.

Preventing Homelessness:
A Focus on Stability

While direct assistance is crucial,
prevention is equally important.
Homeless Long Island recognizes
that many individuals and families
are precariously close to eviction or
foreclosure. In response to this, the

Y OU CAN

HELP

organization offers various re-
sources designed to help families
secure their homes, budget effec-
tively, and plan for long-term finan-
cial stability.

The website, HomelessLong-
Island.org, includes a user-friendly
map locator that allows individuals

to find nearby food pantries, soup
kitchens, and clothing closets.
These crucial tools ensure that
those in need can access vital com-
munity resources, reinforcing the
message that help is always avail-
able to those who seek it.
continued on page 42

~ EXTERIOR
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Roof Cleaning
No Pressure, Safe Foam Process Removal of
black/green algae stains, moss and lichen.

Pressure Washing/Softwashing
Siding, Decks, Patios, Fences

Paver Restorations
Cleaning, Polymeric Re-Sanding, Sealing

Gutter Maintenance
Cleaning, Leaf Guards

GRS
Iqwﬂl-\,"nﬂl.!!ﬂ

631-387-2156
SqueakyCleanLl.com
PO Box 151, St. James ¢ Licensed & Fully Insured
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A Chance to Make a Difference for the Homeless on Long Island

continued from page 41

The organization’s commitment
to serving the homeless extends its
understanding of the demographic
challenges, particularly concerning
women aged 50 to 75, we even
have helped homeless individuals
in their 80s. Many of these women
some find themselves living in ve-
hicles or face the imminent threat
of homelessness, some are in the
streets, which highlights the urgent
need for community support and
swift action.

Making a Difference
This Holiday Season

As the first Holiday Hand Up
Benefit approaches, the anticipation
swells not just for the celebration
but for the positive impacts that will
resonate long after the festivities.
The generosity from those who at-
tend and donate is a powerful force
that can significantly reshape the
lives of vulnerable community
members.

By coming together for this event,
attendees not only indulge in the
joy of the season but also embody
the spirit of giving — helping to
create lasting change for our neigh-
bors in need. It serves as a much-
needed reminder that every small
action counts, especially during the
holiday season when the desire to
help is especially profound.

Join Us in Supporting
Homeless Long Island
In closing, we warmly invite you

to join us for the st Annual Holi-
day Hand Up Benefit. Your partici-
pation will mean the world to those
whose lives are profoundly affected
by homelessness. Together, we can
spread joy, provide support, and
contribute to a cause that resonates
deeply within our hearts and our
community.

For more information about the
event or how you can contribute to
Homeless Long Island, please visit
HomelessLonglsland.org (https://
www.homelesslongisland.org) or
contact us at (631) 260-1363. Let’s
come together this holiday season
to create a brighter future for all.

Warm Hearts
Bring
Warm Hands

There are children among us who
are in need. Please bring joy to the
children this holiday season.

Toddlers to teens need mittens
and gloves. Bring mittens and
gloves to any of the following
locations: Smithtown News,

18 Lawrence Ave., Smithtown;

TD Bank, 621 Lake Ave., St. James;
Apple Bank, 91 Rte. 111, Smith-
town (Uncle Guiseppe’s Shopping

L

Center); Celebrate St. James Cultural
Center, 176 Second St., St. James
(10 a.m.-3 p.m.).

Donations will be accepted at
any of these locations. from
December 1-December 13.

Smithtown Emergency Food Pan-
try,and Smithtown Rotary Club
thank you in advance for your con-
tributions.
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DENTAL CARE

SINCE 1962

WE PROVIDE A WIDE VARIETY OF SERVICES
TO HELP YOU GET THE SMILE YOU DESERVE

MEET OUR DENTIST

# Cosmetic Dentistry
Porcelain Crowns
Teeth Whitening
Bridges
Veneers
Bonding
Inlays and Onlays
Invisalign
Dentures

® Digital Impressions
# Implant Dentistry

Placement and Restorations
Low Dose CT Scan On Site

® Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Thoms Vigliante
Here at North Country Dental Care, we are taking every precaution

possible to ensure your safety and the safety of our staff.

cALL Us ToDAY AT (631) 584-5605
436 NORTH COUNTRY ROAD, ST. JAMES, NY 11780

Across from Vintage Steak House
www.SaintJamesDental.com
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Many Improvements at Deepwells

The board of Deepwells Farm Historical Society is very proud
to unveil more significant improvements to the property. The
corner at Moriches Road and North Country Road has been

§ completely restored. Gone is the overgrown mess and it has
been replaced by a beautiful garden of historic nature. The 3
entry gates and pillars have also been restored. Work continues
on this precious property which remains a great example of
government and private volunteer group cooperation. The
property is owned by Suffolk County and The Deepwells Farm
Historical Society is in contract with the county to manage and
care for the property.

Closed for Lunch V O I LA ' Sundays
Monday ) & Holidays

& Saturdgy /‘ / /:j ) ,‘:_-, y Private Parties

Open for Dinner onl
4:30 PM FRENCH AMERICAN nly
— ESTABLISHED IN 2002 -

244 LAKE AVENUE, ST. JAMES, NY - (631) 584-5686
VISIT US @ WWW.VOILATHEBISTRO.COM

CHRISTMAS » NEW YEAR’S
EVE - l\___ EVE

Ala Carte 4 Course

CALL TODAY TO BOOK YOUR Dinner

and $72

Specials Hol'wlay Party

SERVING LUNCH TUES.-FRI. 11:30-2:00 - ALA CARTE OR 3 COURSE PRIX FIXE $29
REOPEN FOR DINNER MON.SAT. 4:30-CLOSED - 3 COURSE PRIX FIXE $39
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59 Landing Avenue, Suite 5

Smithtown, New York 11787

www.rrcommercialrealtygroup.com

COMMERCIAL REALTY GROUP info@rrerg.com

Happy Holidays from our family at R & R

Commercial Realty Group.

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025



—46 -

-

£7~, SUFFOLK COUNTY EXECUTIVE ED ROMAINE INVITES YOU T0
9 -

I
-
I
|
-
TN o™

MEET & GREET
AT THE ST. JAMES GENERAL STORE e

DEC. 6TH
o)

DEC. /TH

10:00 AM-1:00 PM

o
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by June Capossela Kempf

[t was a sleek midnight blue Pon-
tiac Tempest with a 4 on the floor
Hurst gear shift. It was a classic be-
fore it ever hit the road — and it was
all mine.

Because my husband and I lived
in Suffolk and he worked at Ken-
nedy airport, it was necessary to
have two cars.

In the early Spring of 1965, Pon-
tiac was advertising a new innova-
tion to its GTO series that was
equipped with an overhead 6-cylin-
der engine. It was supposed to be
as peppy as their V-8, but with a
lighter (in weight) engine. It did not
need power steering or power
brakes. We ordered it and waited
for the salesman, Don, to call in-
forming us that it was ready to roll.

When we went to pick it up, |
hopped in the driver’s seat, turned
on the engine and grabbed the
steering wheel. | could hardly move
it. What was wrong?

“You didn’t order power steer-
ing,” Don said.

“That’s because this is CAM-6,
right?”

“Nooo, it came through with a V-
8,” he answered with a moan.

Realizing the mistake, he prom-
ised to place a new order. Weeks
went by without any word from
Don. Every time | called him, he
couldn’t or wouldn’t explain the
delay. All he’d say was that it was a
‘special order’. So, | wrote a letter
to Pontiac headquarters. They
promptly replied that the model
with the overhead 6 was not avail-
able now, because the factory
burned down and a new facility
had to be retooled. Whatever that
meant. Nevertheless, the finished
product didn’t hit the market until
1966.

When we marched into the
showroom to show Don the letter
from Pontiac, he pled ignorance,
then frustration. Then, came the ne-
gotiations. For a car that costs less
than $3,000 at the time, Don took
off a whopping $500.00 if we'd
take it off his hands. There was no
way we could wait for the CAM-6

SHORT STORY

My First Car

to be built. We needed a car now,
and this beauty was parked right
here — waiting for a home; so, we
accepted the deal with all its quirks.
I had to summon all my strength to
drive my car off the lot. Once it got
going, the steering got easier and
the power of that V-8 kicked in. |

took it to the expressway, shifted
into that fourth gear feeling like |
was flying an F-16 and proceeded
to name my mighty mean machine
Bluebird.

For twelve years | tooled around
town and country, often dragging

continued on page 50

Lizenos ASSIAH]
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whenw. maorecraftconstruction.com
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631-584-7010 o >

From basic repairs ....

to the house of your dreams ...

to everything in between.

With over 30 years of satisfied customers,
you can trust we'll get the job done right.

New Builds to Additions & Extensions

Siding Windows Roofing
Insulated Vinyl Siding Vinyl Replacements Complete Replacement
Imitation Wood Shakes Bays & Bows Re-Shingling
Soffits & Fascia Specialty Shapes Repairs
Gutters & Leaders Double Hung Flashing
Entryways Casements
Cwner Direct FREE DESIGN Al Wiork
Guarantesd

No Sales People B olg 1 VINUTRY-Y1[0],]
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by Carol Giuliani

To those reading this essay, the
word tinsel will likely spark a pic-
ture in your mind only if you're
over seventy. The tinsel on the tree
was the finishing touch to a labor of
love for our family every year. There
was never any talk of an artificial
tree — I’'m not even sure they existed
when | was young. Everyone | knew
had a real tree, its pine needles
leaving a trail of nature’s scent as it
was brought inside.

The quest for the perfect tree was
like something out of a Sherlock
Holmes story. We'd visit several
outdoor stands in Queens, in the
Bellerose area, searching for just the
right one. No one in the family had
specific requirements, but we all
knew we'd recognize “the one”
when we saw it — especially when
Mom gave the nod to Dad.

Back then, Christmas trees
weren’t wrapped in netting like they
are today. Ours was tied to the top
of our Buick with ropes threaded
through one back window and out
the other. Another rope at the front
was fastened to the hood ornament
to keep it steady, and the back was
tied to the trunk handle. Once

SHORT STORY

Tinsel

home, the first and most important

task was to give it water — fire was a
real concern in those days, and my

parents took no chances.

The tree stood in the same regal
corner of our small living room
each year, fitting perfectly in its
place like a throne on an altar. My
mother was intent on straightening
and fluffing the branches so it
would look full — something like the
Rockefeller Center tree, at least in
her mind. And to us, it always did.

My brother Roger and | would
stand back and watch our parents
work their magic. My mother took
charge of the lights, which had to
be symmetrically perfect — and al-
ways colored. There was no remote
control to change the colors, no
stand that revolved... just our beau-
tiful tree in its simplest form.

The decorating ritual was the
same every year and followed with
near-religious devotion. The old or-
naments came first — the gold, red,
and blue ones my parents had since
their first Christmas together. My
mother would step back often to
check for gaps — you were never
supposed to see the trunk; that was
a sign of poor decorating! Then

DAVE KELLER 516.729.8129

pinties G
¢ Birthdays °* Fairs

* Block Parties °® Picnics

* All Events
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came a few new ornaments and the
chains, which varied from year to
year. Some years it was popcorn
and cranberry garlands that we
helped string; other years, silver and
gold paper chains my mother made
by hand.

And then came the final step: the
tinsel.

Now, this may sound simple, but
the tinsel came in a cardboard box,
neatly wrapped around an insert.
You had to carefully pull off one or
two strands at a time so they would-
n’t tear. And no one — no one —
would commit the mortal sin of
throwing the tinsel on the tree. It
was lovingly placed, strand by
strand, on each branch, in a careful
attempt to create the picture my
mother held in her mind — a Nor-
man Rockwell Christmas tree.

When we finished, we'd clean up
the stray needles and bits of string,
and only then would my father turn
on the lights. It was magic.

A simple tree in a simple Cape
Cod house in a middle-class section
of Queens transported us to another
world. It was a tradition bathed in
love and memory — one that set the
foundation for my own family’s
celebrations in the years to come.
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by Carol Giuliani

My “family” is moving out of me
today.

Well, they’re not a blood-related
family, but they have lived within
my walls for over fifty years. I've
become part of their lives — their
childhoods, their teenage years,
their adulthood. I've watched
them go to college, get married,
and return with children of
their own.

My “people,” as | call them,
bought me brand new in 1968.
| welcomed them into my spar-
kling, freshly painted rooms. They
built me on an acre of land sur-
rounded by old oak trees, just be-
hind a horse farm, where the bridle
path still wound through the back
of the property. | remember their
first visit — stepping into my open
spaces, wondering if they could fit
me into their tight budget. | heard
him say he had just earned his doc-
torate and that money was scarce,
but he told her, “Even though it’s
$42,000 for an acre of land in this
place called Dix Hills, it'll be worth
a lot one day.”

At first, we were strangers. They
had no idea how much love and at-
tachment would grow between us
over the next fifty years. | was over-
joyed when they decided to buy
me, even though she was the first in
her Italian family to move so “far
away.”

They moved into my heart in No-
vember of 1968, bringing their two
young boys. My rooms soon filled
with laughter and the rhythm of
family life. He loved to walk the old
bridle path out back, and she loved
to entertain, decorating my walls
with photos of their smiling faces.
Every corner of me was wrapped in
warmth and joy.

Holidays were my favorite —
especially Christmas. They dec-
orated me like royalty. | glowed and
sparkled, dressed in garland, lights,
and love. The younger boy played
piano beautifully, his melodies
floating gently through my rooms.
The older boy played guitar, and to-
gether they filled my spaces with

SHORT

STORY

House

harmony.

In 1971, they brought home
another little one — a beautiful baby
girl. She had been very sick when
she was born, and their worry
seeped into every wall of my being.
When she finally came home, my
living room became her hospital
room. They didn’t know it, but |
watched over her every night, keep-
ing her safe within my embrace.
She needed many surgeries as she
grew, and each time they brought
her home, I stood guard again,

holding them all in my quiet com-
fort.

Years passed. The boys went off
to college, leaving the house a little
quieter, but the girl stayed home.

The mother became a nurse, and |
watched the grandparents come
by to cook and help while she
studied. They added a pool out
back, and oh, how proud I was
of the way they cared for me —
keeping me spotless and loved.
The man took joy in clearing
snow from my long driveway
during winter storms. He loved
nature, and | tried my best to
offer him as much of it as I could
— the trees, the birds, the changing
seasons.

The girl married in 2001, and
after that, it was just the man, the
lady, and me. The rooms grew qui-
eter. Some stayed unused, waiting
for the family to visit. Over time, |
could feel that the man wasn’t well.
His steps slowed; his eyes no longer
lingered on the trees outside. The
lady grew quieter too, and | sensed
her sadness.

| heard her whisper one day that
she would need to sell me and

continued on page 50
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Continued from page 47

two kids to school, parties and
piano lessons. Some of my son’s
friends would ask for rides “in your
mom’s cool car.” It was like zoo-
ming through the Cyclone ride at
Coney Island to them. They loved it
when we encountered slippery
slopes and Bluebird’s positraction
system locked on — walking us
safely over treacherous hills. After a
few years | didn’t even mind the
manual steering or the brakes that
you had to almost stand on to stop
the car. | loved that car. And, as an
added bonus, | had developed such
strength from driving Bluebird for

SHORT STORY

My First Car

so many years, it brought new
meaning to that iconic sixties label,
“Muscle Car.”

Editor’s Note:
June Capossela Kempf, of St. James, is the

author of Yo God Jay’s Story — a unique spin
about raising a special needs child and Lady

of the Dollhouse published by KeithPublica-
tions.com. She also writes essays and is the

facilitator for the Adult Writers Group at the
Smithtown Library.

continued from page 49

downsize — that caring for me was
too much with the man’s
Alzheimer’s. | knew she didn’t want
to let go. When the day finally
came, | watched them walk through
each room, touching walls, remem-

House

bering laughter, birthdays, and mile-
stones. They didn’t know | was fol-
lowing close behind, wrapping
them in gratitude for fifty beautiful
years.

They sold me to another family —
a young couple with three small

children. Their laughter now fills my
rooms again, and life has begun
anew within my walls. Still, I will
never forget my first family, nor the
love we shared for half a century.
Life goes on... but a part of them
will always live here —in me.

COFFEE BREAK

Some Refreshment...
The letters C-0O-L-A hawe been omitted

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

fram the words below. Each letter
8| 7| 3 4 "I;:-'E' appears at least once in each word.
Lid Letters accur in randoim order.
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Answers on page 75
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Our Town
is Online!

Access the QR code to see the
comprehensive Calendar of
Event ltems, Directory Listings,

and more. =] =
Stay up to date .
with Our Town!

s

December

Art: Tues & Fri, 12-5pm, and Sat &
Sun 11:00am-5:00pm, Wendy
Klemperer: Wrought Taxonomies —
Animal Sculptures, Suffolk County
Vanderbilt Museum: 180 Little Neck
Road, Centerport, NY 11721,
www.vanderbiltmuseum.org
631-854-5579

Music: Dec. 14, 6:30pm, A Christ-
mas Concert, Saints Philip & James
RC Church, 1 Carow Place, St.
James, NY 11780. www.sspj.org
631-584-5454 x208

Music: Mondays 7-10pm, Musi-
cians Night at Shandon Court, 115
East Main Street, East Islip, NY
11730, catering@shandoncourt.net
631-581-5678

Performance: (Dates TBA), A
Christmas Carol, The Minstrel
Players Northport, Houghton Hall,
Trinity Episcopal Church, 130 Main
Street, Northport Village, NY 11768.
www.theminstrelplayersinc.org,
516-361-7232

Christmas Experience: Christmas
House Long Island, Christmas
House Long Island is an indoor, one
of a kind fully immersive Christmas
experience. Broadway Commons,
358 N. Broadway, Hicksville, NY
11801, www.christmashouselong-
island.com, 516-878-0273 (During
operating hours only)
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Art: Until Dec 18, Mon-Thu 10am-
4pm, Suffolk County Community
College Presents Anthems, High-
ways, & Cosmic Roadtrips by Fred
Fleisher, Suffolk County Community
College’s Flecker Gallery, 533 Col-
lege Rd, Selden, NY 11784,
www.sunysuffolk.edu,
631-451-4093

Art: Until Dec 21, Making a Name
for Himself: The Life and Art of F.
Edwin Church, Preservation Long
Island. 161 Main Street/PO Box
148, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724,
www.preservationlongisland.org/ch
urch-exhibition/

Art: Until Dec 21, Through Our
Eyes: An Exhibition with LISVH,

Long Island Museum, 1200 Route
25A, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.longislandmuseum.org,
631-751-0066

Performance: Until Dec 27, A
Christmas Carol, Theatre Three,
412 Main Street, Port Jefferson,
NY 11777, www.theatrethree.com,
631-928-9100

Children's Performance: Until Dec
27, Barnaby Saves Christmas, The-
atre Three, 412 Main Street, Port
Jefferson, NY 11777, www.theatre-
three.com, 631-928-9100

Art: Until Dec 21, LIMarts Members

Exhibition, Long Island Museum,
1200 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY

Artisans

EN

11790. www.longisland
museum.org,
631-751-0066

Art: Until Dec 21, Giants

and Gems: The Largest and
Smallest from LIM’s Collection,
Long Island Museum, 1200 Route
25A, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

HOLIDAY LIGHTS: Until Dec 31,
Riverhead Holiday Light Show at
Splish Splash, Splish Splash Drive,
Calverton, NY 11933,
https://www.holidaylightshow.com
631-210-6711

HOLIDAY LIGHTS: Until Jan 3,
Sun-Thu 5-10pm, Fri-Sat 5-11pm,
Jones Beach Holiday Lights, Jones
Beach State Park, NY, www.magi-
coflights.com/locations/jonesbeach/

HOLIDAY LIGHTS: Until Jan 4,
Family Holiday Festival at the Bronx
Z00, 2300 Southern Boulevard,
Bronx, NY 10460,
www.bronxzoo.com

Wine Workshop: Weekdays, 12-
4pm, Create Your Own Blend:
RGNY Wine, RGNY, 6025 Sound
Avenue, Riverhead, NY 11901,
estefany@rgnywine.com,
631-298-0075

Holiday Trolly Ride: The Polar Ex-
press Trolly Ride, Scott’s Point,

5835 Middle Country Road, Calver-
ton The polar Express Trolly Ride,
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continued from 51
www.northforktrolley.com/polar-
express/index.php

Music: Mon Dec 1, 7pm, SBU Jazz

Orchestra, The Jazz Loft, 275
Christian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Seasonal/Culinary Arts: Tue Dec
2, 6pm, Taste of The Holidays
Cooking Class with Chef Eric Le-
Vine, 317 Main Street, Farmingdale,
NY 11735,
www.317MainStreet.com,
516-512-5317

Toy Drive: Tues, Dec 2, 6:30-8pm,
Toys for Tots Toy Drive, Fox Hollow
Woodbury, 7725 Jericho Tpke,
Woodbury, NY 11797,
www.thefoxhollow.com,
516-921-1415

Music: Tue Dec 2, 7:30-9pm, Hof-
stra University Choir/Vocal Jazz En-
semble - Directed by Brianna Blake

and Brent Morden, Hofstra Univer-
sity, Hempstead, NY, 11549,
www.hofstra.edu, 516-463-5490

Music: Wed Dec 3, 1pm, Young at
Heart: Its The Holiday Season, The
Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Avenue,
Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Wed Dec 3, 7pm, Jam Ses-
sion, The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian
Avenue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
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www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Wed Dec 3, 7pm, SBU
Graduate Combos, The Jazz Loft,
275 Christian Avenue, Stony Brook,
NY 11790,

www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Dec 3, 7:30pm, Music Bingo
- Old School Hip Hop & Freestyle,
317 Main Street Farmingdale, NY
11735,
www.317mainstreet.com/events/
516-512-5317

Music: Thu Dec 4, 8pm, Taz, The
Suffolk, 118 East Main Street, Riv-
erhead, NY 11901,

www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Art Class: Fri Dec 5, 5-7pm, Sip,

Artisans

ENTS &

mas, Great South Bay Brewery, 25
Drexel Drive, Bayshore, NY 11706,
www.merrymarketandco.com/up-
coming-events/a-very-merry-grinch-
mas, 631-431-7080

Performance/Live Nativity: Sat
Dec 6 & Sun Dec 7, 6-9pm, Stony
Brook Christian Assembly, 400 Nic-
olls Road, East Setauket, NY
11733, 631-689-1127

Performance: Sat Dec 6, 7pm,
Olivia vs. Dolly & Divas - Christmas
Edition, The Loft at Bellmore Play-
house, 525 Bedford Ave, Bellmore,
NY 11710,
www.hopelesslyolivia.ludus.com
631- 394-8296

Music: Sat Dec 6, 7:30pm, Stony_
Brook Symphony Orchestra, Staller
Center for the Arts Stony Brook,
100 Nicolls Road, Stony Brook, NY
11794, www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Holiday Craft: Sun Dec 7, 11am-
1pm, Deep Sea Dreidels, The
Whaling Museum & Education
Center, 301 Main Street, Cold
Spring Harbor, NY 11724,
www.cshwhalingmuseum.org
631-367-3418

Children’s Art: Sun Dec 7, 12-
2pm, Hispanic Heritage Month

Sculpture Sunday, The Heckscher

Make, Play: Adults ONLY Card
Making, Gallery North, 90 N Coun-
try Road, Setauket, NY 11733,
https://gallerynorth.org/products/ad
ults-only-card-making,
631-751-2676

Music: Fri Dec 5, 8pm, Preserva-
tion Hall Jazz Band — Creole Christ-
mas, The Suffolk, 118 East Main
Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Craft Fair: Dec 6, 10am-4pm, St
James Craft Fair, Smithtown East
High School, 10 School Street, St
James, NY 11780,
www.depasmarket.com
631-846-1459

Holiday Event/Artisan Market:
Dec 6, 3-9pm, A Very Merry Grinch-

continued on facing page
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Museum of Art, 2 Prime Avenue,
Huntington, NY 11743,
www.heckscher.org 631-380-3230

Holiday Bazaar, Sun Dec 7, 12-
4pm, NYSF Handmade Holiday Ba-
zaar, The Fit Factory, 620 Johnson
Avenue #4, Bohemia, NY 11716,
www.newyorksolarfaire.com, 516-
336-9547

Performance: Sun Dec 7, 4-6pm.
SUNY Suffolk presents An Old
Fashioned Holiday, Van Nostrand
Theater at Suffolk County Com-
munity College Brentwood, NY,
11717 www.sunysuffolk.edu
631-851-6589

Music: Sun Dec 7, 7pm, LeAnn
Rimes: Greatest Hits Christmas,
Staller Center for the Arts Stony
Brook, 100 Nicolls Road, Stony
Brook, NY 11794,
www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Music: Sun Dec 7, 7pm, Top of the
World, The Suffolk, 118 East Main
Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Holiday House Tour, Dec 7, 1-
5pm, Historical Society of Islip
Hamlet's 2025 Holiday House Tour,
Caroline's Flower Shoppe, 341
Main Street, Islip, NY 11751,
www.isliphamlethistory.org
631-559-2915

Suffolk County North Shore
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Music: Mon Dec 8, 7-9pm, Top of
the World — Carpenters Tribute, The
Suffolk, 118 East Main Street, Riv-
erhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Holiday Craft: Mon Dec 8, 7-9pm,
Sea Glass Christmas Tree — Public
Workshop, Let's Craft, 1500 Old
Country Road, Westbury, NY
11590, www.events.letscraft.org
516-206-2509

Music: Mon Dec 8, 7pm, LeAnn
Rimes: Greatest Hits Christmas,

Staller Center for the Arts Stony
Brook, 100 Nicolls Road, Stony
Brook, NY 11794,
www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Holiday Craft: Wed Dec 10, 7-9pm,
Gingerbread Wonderland Cookie
Decorating — Public Workshop,
Let's Craft, 1500 Old Country Road,
Westbury, NY 11590,
https://events.letscraft.org
516-206-2509

Music: Wed Dec 10, 7pm, Jam
Session, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Wed Dec 10, 7:30-9pm,
Hofstra University Symphony Or-
chestra and Chamber Orchestra,
Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY,
11549,

www.hofstra.edu/music/music-de-

partment-current-season.htmim
516-463-5490

Holiday Craft: Thu Dec 11,
6:30pm, Crafts & Cocktails: That's A
Wrap! (for adults), The Whaling Mu-
seum & Education Center, 301

Main Street, Cold Spring Harbor,
NY 11724,
www.cshwhalingmuseum.org
631-367-3418

Music: Thu Dec 11, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. 631-751-1895.
www.thejazzloft.org

Performance/Live Nativity: Fri
Dec 12 & Sat Dec 13, 6-9pm, Live_
Nativity, Stony Brook Christian As-
sembly, 400 Nicolls Road, East Se-
tauket, NY 11733, 631-689-1127

Music: Fri Dec 12, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. 631-751-1895.
www.thejazzloft.org

Holiday Performance: Fri Dec 12,
7pm; Sat Dec 13, 7pm; Sun Dec
14, 12pm & 5pm, Hampton Ballet
Theatre School Returns to Guild
Hall to Perform 16th Annual Nut-
cracker, Guild Hall, 158 Main
Street, East Hampton, NY 11937,
631-324-0806

continued on page 54
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Music: Thu Dec 11, 8pm, The_
Great American Soulbook, The Suf-
folk, 118 East Main Street, River-
head, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Music: Fri Dec 12, 8pm, An Elegant
Evening of Sinatra, The Suffolk, 118
East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901,

www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Children’s Art: Sat Dec 13, 9:30-
10:30am (English); 11am-12pm
(Spanish), Art Explorers The Heck-
scher Museum of Art, 2 Prime Ave-
nue, Huntington, NY 11743,
www.heckscher.org 631-380-3230

Craft Fair: Sat Dec 13, 10am-4pm,
Northport Winter Craft Fair, North-
port High School, 154 Laurel Hill
Road, Northport, NY 11768, 631-
846-1459

Holiday Craft: Sat Dec 13,
10:30am-12:30pm, The Snowflake
Shop (Families with children ages 3
- 11), Emma Clark Library, 120 Main
Street, Setauket, NY 11733,
https://emmaclark.librarycalendar.c
om/event/snowflake-shop-families-
w-children-ages-3-11-yrs-37459,
6319414080

Breakfast with Santa: Sat Dec 13
& Sun Dec 14, 11:30-1pm, Break-
fast with Santa at The Roslyn Hotel,
The Roslyn, Tapestry Collection by
Hilton, 1221 OId Northern Blvd.,

Suffolk County North Shore
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Roslyn, NY 11576,
https://www.eventzilla.net/e/break-
fast-with-santa-2025-2138683814,
516-625-2746

Holiday House Tour: Sat Dec 13,
1-4pm, The Greater East Hampton
Chamber of Commerce’s Holiday
Tour of the Inns, The Baker House,
181 Main Street, East Hampton, NY
11937, www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
greater-east-hampton-chamber-of-
commerces-holiday-tour-of-the-inns
-tickets-1811650739129?utm-cam-
paign=social&utm-content=attend-
eeshare&utm-medium=discovery&u
tm-term=listing&utm-
source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl, 631-
324-4081

Holiday Celebration: Sat Dec 13
1-5:30pm, Holiday Party Crawl
(adults), Dark Horse, 53 W Main
Street, NY 11706,
www.eventbrite.com/e/bay-shore-
holiday-party-crawl-tickets-
17583270565597aff=oddtdtcreator,
516-761-2917

Music: Sat Dec 13, 2pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Sat Dec 13, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Sat Dec 13, 8pm, Bela
Fleck & the Fleckstones: Jingle All
the Way, Staller Center for the Arts
Stony Brook, 100 Nicolls Road,
Stony Brook, NY 11794,
www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Music: Sat Dec 13, 8pm, Luminare
Christmas, The Suffolk, 118 East
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Holiday Craft Fair: Sun Dec 14,
10am-4pm, Northport Winter Craft
Eair, Northport High School, 154
Laurel Hill Road, Northport, NY
11768, 631-846-1459

Music: Sun Dec 14, 5pm, Jazz Na-
tivity, The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian
Avenue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org

631-751-1895.

Music: Sun Dec 14, 7pm, Jazz Na-
tivity, The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian
Avenue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org

631-751-1895.

Music: Sun Dec 14, 7pm, A John
Denver Christmas, The Suffolk, 118
East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901, www.thesuffolk.org,
631-727-4343

continued on facing page
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Holiday Children’s Celebration:
Sun Dec 14, 11am-2pm, Children’s
Christmas Party, Knights of Colum-
bus, 78 Hempstead Avenue, Lyn-
brook NY, NY 11563,
https://lynbrookkofc.com/upcoming-
events, 516-887-2228

Music/Fundraiser: Sun Dec 14, 1-
5pm, Holiday Hand Up Benefit with
Live Music by Kerry Kearney Band,
Katies of Smithtown, 145 West
Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787.
$20 Admission, Food, Raffles. Bring
a new unwrapped toy, get a free raf-
fle ticket - sponsorships available.
www.homelessLonglsland.org

Music: Sun Dec 14, 1pm, Andrea
Chenier, Staller Center for the Arts
Stony Brook, 100 Nicolls Road,
Stony Brook, NY 11794,
www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Music: Sun Dec 14, 3pm, WUSB'’s
Sunday Street presents Celtic Holi-
day Show with Cassie and Maggie
MacDonald, Long Island Museum,
1200 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.longislandmuseum.org,
631-751-0066

Holiday Music: Sun Dec 14,
6:30pm, SSPJ Music Ministry pres-
ents “A Christmas Concert”, As a
heartfelt Christmas gift, please join
SS. Philip and James Church for an
evening filled with cherished sea-
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sonal melodies, uplifting spiritual fa-
vorites, and our beloved annual
sing-along celebration. Admission is
free, so bring your holiday spirit and
your best singing voice! SS Philip &
James Catholic Church, 1 Carow
Pl, St James, NY 11780,
https://www.sspj.org/,
631-584-5454

Music: Mon Dec 15, 7pm, The Bad
Little Big Band Holiday Show, The
Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Avenue,
Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Tues Dec 16, 7pm Tom Ma-
nuel's Egg Nog Romp!, The Jazz
Loft, 275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Holiday Workshop: Wed Dec 17,
7-10pm, Merry Grinchmas Cookie

Decorating — Public Workshop,
Let's Craft, 1500 Old Country Road,
Westbury NY, NY 11590,
www.events.letscraft.org
516-206-2509

Music: Wed Dec 17, 7pm, Jam_
Session, 275 Christian Avenue,
Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Wed Dec 17, 7:30pm, Music
Bingo — Elton John & Billy Joel, 317

Main Street Farmingdale, NY
11735,
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www.317mainstreet. com/events/
516-512-5317

Music: Thu Dec 18, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Holiday Celebration: Thu Dec 18,
7-11pm, Big Little Holiday Party,
East Wind Long Island, 5720 Route
25A, Wading River, NY 11792,
https://eastwindlongisland.com/eve
nt/big-little-holiday-party/,
631-929-6585

Music: Thu Dec 18, 8pm, Christ-
mas with the Celts, The Suffolk, 118
East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901, www.thesuffolk.org, 631-
727-4343

Music: Fri Dec 19, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Fri Dec 19, 8pm, Rockabilly
Christmas, The Suffolk, 118 East
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Theatre: Sat Dec 20, 8am-Jan 4,
5pm, EastlLine Theatre presents A
Very Expensive Poison, BACCA
149 N. Wellwood Ave, Lindenhurst,
NY 11757. www.huntingtonarts.org
516-749-5047.
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Holiday Craft Fair: Sat Dec 20,
10am-4pm, Selden Craft and Gift
Eair, Newfield High School, 145
Marshall Drive, Selden, NY 11784,
www.islandfairs.com,
631-885-1267

Music: Sat Dec 20, 2pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Holiday Celebration: Sat Dec 20,
7-11pm, Big Little Holiday Party,
East Wind Long Island, 5720 Route
25A, Wading River, NY 11792.
www.eastwindlongisland.com
631-929-6585

Music: Sat Dec 20, 7pm, Nut-
cracker, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Sat Dec 20, 8pm, The Lords

of 52nd Street, The Suffolk, 118

East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901, www.thesuffolk.org, 631-
727-4343

Holiday Craft Fair: Mon Dec 22,
10am-4pm, Selden Craft and Gift
Eair, Newfield high School, 145
Marshall Drive, Selden , NY 11784,
www.islandfairs.com,
631-885-1267

Music: Mon Dec 22, 7pm, Nicole
Zuraitis’ Jazz Christmas Party, The

Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Avenue,
Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Tues Dec 23, 7pm, Ray An-
derson’s Seasonal Solstice Party,
The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Ave-
nue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Holiday Craft: Mon Dec 29 & Tues

Dec 30, 11am-1pm, Candle Dipping
Workshops (Adults & Kids), The

& CQALENDAR OF

Whaling Museum & Education
Center, 301 Main Street, Cold
Spring Harbor, NY 11724.
www.cshwhalingmuseum.org
631-367-3418
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Music: Wed Dec 31, 7pm, Tom Ma-
nuel's NYE Extravaganza, The Jazz
Loft, 275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Holiday Party: Wed Dec 31, 10pm,
The Suffolk 54 New Years Eve, The
Suffolk, 118 East Main Street, Riv-
erhead, NY 11901, www.thesuf-
folk.org, 631-727-4343

Music: Wed Dec 31, 10pm, Tom_
Manuel's NYE Extravaganza, The
Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Avenue,
Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

January

Music: Fri Jan 9-Sat Jan 10, 8pm,
MJ The lllusion, The Suffolk, 118
East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901, www.thesuffolk.org,
631-727-4343

Music: Fri Jan 16, 8pm, Masters of
the Telecaster, The Suffolk, 118
East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
11901, www.thesuffolk.org,
631-727-4343

Performance: Jan 17-Feb 8,
Brighton Beach Memoirs, Theatre
Three, 412 Main Street, Port Jeffer-
son, NY 11777,
www.theatrethree.com,
631-928-9100

Music: Sat Jan 17, 8pm, Eyes of
the Nile, The Suffolk, 118 East Main
Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Music: Fri Jan 23, 8pm, The_
Warped Tour Band, The Suffolk,
118 East Main Street, Riverhead,
NY 11901, www.thesuffolk.org, 631-
727-4343

Music: Sat Jan 24, 8pm, The 3 Im-
personators, The Suffolk, 118 East
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org, 631-727-4343

Visit
ourtownstjames.com
to see a
complete listing of
2025 North Shore
Art events
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Imagine your home,
totally organized!

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Home Office, Pantries, Laundries,
Wall Beds, Wall Units, Hobby
Rooms, Garage Flooring

and more...

12 Month Interest
Free Financing
Available!

With approved credit. Call or ask your designer for defails.
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Colleen has been
a professional de-
signer for over a
decade. She is a Sﬁy'nchr{?lﬂ"f
member of the
American Society
of Interior De-
signers (ASID). As
a Senior Design
Consultant, she
has helped hun-
dreds of families
across Long Island
with their home
organizing needs.
Colleen finds it most rewarding to help her
neighbors in our town. She has lived in
St. James since 1993 and raised her five children
here.

Virtual Design Services Available |

Colleen Caemmerer,
owner.

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

800-293- 3744 (D

]
Follow us EE '@

»300 off

s Free
Installation

Terms and Conditions: $300 off any
order of $1198 or more, $200 off any
order of $998-$1198 or $100 off any
order of $698-$998, on any complete
custom closet, garage, or home office
unit. Not valid with any other offer.
Free installation with any complete
unit order of $600 or more. With in-
coming order, at time of purchase
only. Expires in 30 days. Offer not
valid in all regions.

Closets
byDesign’

Most Credit Cards Accepted Licensed & Insured  Nassau Lic #4044534000 Suffolk Lic #47713-H NYC Consumer Affairs Lic #1360201 2000 © All Rights Reserved, Closet by Design, Inc.
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Smithtown H.S. East Science Students
Team-up to Study lesequogue Rlver

ThINK Discovery Science Research students from
Smithtown High School East, coordinated by East
Science Research Coordinator, Maria Zeitlin, recently
returned to conduct citizen science along the Nisse-
quogue River. Part of a multi-school collaboration
with Brookhaven National Laboratory, the Central
Pine Barren Commission, and the NYS DEC, this an-
nual STEM activity takes a longitudinal look at the
health of the local estuary.

Students worked in teams to collect data. One
group used a seine net to catch and release fish,
crabs and any organisms present in the water.
Another group recorded physical measurements such
as tidal movement, wind speed, and air and water
temperatures. A site description was done by students
who recorded GPS location values and collected a
core sample of sand to be later analyzed at BNL for
microplastics. Finally, a group of students conducted
a chemical analysis for salinity, cloudiness, and con-
taminants such as nitrates and phosphates.

According to Dr. Stephanie O’Brien, Smithtown’s
science director, this type of science activity helps “to

ThINK Discovery Science Research students from
Smithtown High School East, coordinated by East
Science Research Coordinator, Maria Zeitlin, re-
cently returned to conduct citizen science along the
Nissequogue River. Photos courtesy of Smithtown CSD

create a culture that has benefits that extend well
beyond the school walls.”

SS._PHILIP
& JAMES

A Reputation for Cultivating

."\\ i i-"-":: CATHOLIC BEHQAL SiUdeniS Who Excel

Located in the heart of St James, SS Philip and
James School (SSP)) has earned a reputation for culti-
vating confident, compassionate students who excel
both in and out of the classroom. With faith and lead-
ership woven into daily life, SSPJ students are actively
engaged in their communities. From student-led com-
munity service missions to peer mentoring programs,
children are encouraged to take initiative, collaborate
and to make a positive impact.

While our curri-
culum aligns with
New York State
and Diocesan stan-
dards, all students
in Kindergarten
through eighth
grades take the i-
Ready assessments
in diagnostic
stages — enabling
teachers to track
their real growth
and to tailor in-

struction, nurture strengths, and address challenges
with care and precision. SSPJ students have finished
in the top three of the i-Ready diagnostics in both
Math and English and consistently shine on the
TACHS exams — successfully showcasing SSP)’s high
standards and effective education. The results speak
for themselves. SSPJ’s 8th Graders have been awarded
over $300,000 in scholarships to high schools of their
choice — which is a testament to their own academic
achievements and character. Additionally, our stu-
dents also enjoy a vibrant after-school life with op-
portunities in band, drama, cheer and athletics —
creating well rounded individuals.

Combining that with a strong emphasis on Catholic
values, cooperative learning, global awareness and
21st century skills, students are not only graduating
with strong academic skills but are equipped to take
on the world with integrity and purpose — confident
to face the challenges of secondary school, college
and beyond.

Come see how SSPJ is shaping the future. Visit
www.sspjschool.net or call 631-584-7896 to learn
more or to schedule a tour now!
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At The Knox School, discovery
often begins with curiosity — and
the courage to ask difficult ques-
tions. For Science Club leaders
John Patterson ('26) and Yuan-Hao
“Jack” Li ('26), that question was
deceptively simple: what really
happens when light interacts with
nicotine molecules?

Science Club students con-
ducted cutting edge research into
the photoactivation and electron
photo emission from molecules.
The group found that although
nicotine is not considered, by it-
self, carcinogenic, that the mole-
cule can be photo-activated into a
much more dangerous state. Their
research was presented at the
2025 Materials Research Society
Meeting in Seattle, WA and will
be further detailed in these stu-
dents' Regeneron applications
and a peer-reviewed journal
paper to be submitted.

Under the guidance of Knox
faculty mentor Dr. Charles Fort-
mann, and with support from the
Center for Functional Nano-
materials at Brookhaven National
Lab, these young scientists uncov-
ered a surprising truth: nicotine
molecules are highly photore-
active. In ultraviolet light — like
sunlight — these molecules can
become chemically activated.
Smoke on skin in sunlight, they
found, may very well be carcino-
genic.

“Science is a lot of waiting and

frustration,” said Dr. Fortmann. “It
doesn’t look like anything is hap-
pening — and then it does.”

For John Patterson, the process
itself was the most eye-opening
part. “There’s no clear route of
where to go when you are doing
new research,” he said. “You're
testing for the sake of testing to
determine whether, or not, there
is a reaction or a response to be
found.”

With more than 40 years of ex-
perience in solar energy research
and advanced degrees in Materi-
als Science and Engineering from
Stanford University, Dr. Fortmann
has seen countless experiments
come and go. Yet this student-
driven study stands out — not only
for its scientific value, but for its
purpose. “Finding a result worth

talking about is never guaran-
teed,” he reflected. “Proving the
result, verifying the result takes
time.” In the end, these students’
perseverance led to something
with real-world impact.

The team hopes their findings
will inspire clinical researchers to
pursue further investigation. And
for Knox, this work embodies the
essence of its Math & Science
Academy — where personalized
learning pathways and real-world
mentorship empower students to
Engage. Elevate. Excel.

To learn more about The Knox
School’s programs in science, in-
novation, and research, families
are invited to call the Admissions
Office at 631-686-1600 or email
admissions@knoxschool.org to
schedule a visit.

FIFTT T
"
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GREAT SERVICE

)» N PARIS ELECTRICAL

PROMPT < RELIABLE - QUALITY SERVICE

631 946-9998

www.pariselectricli.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT e POLICE/EMERGENCY SERVICE/MILITARY DISCOUNT
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE « REASONABLE RATES

~ SUN BRITE L 4
H SOLAR BEB
HOME GENERATORS B4
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A Holiday State of Mind

by Natalie Weinstein, ASID Allied

December is coming and all was in place

The table was set, everyone had his space

The kitchen was buzzing and quite at the ready
Holiday foods and the kid’s favorite spaghetti!

Mom and Dad smile as they share kitchen duty
Great salads and pies, and the meal’s quite a beauty
The beds are all made, the bathrooms just shine

For sleepover company coming to dine

Everything’s perfect and we’re humming along
We're so ready, so happy, we burst into song!

OR

T’was the start of December and oh, worries me
The table’s not set for the whole family

I've yet to go shopping for last minute stuff

Doing all this alone is always so tough

The house needs a cleanup, the kids are all sleeping
Does anyone care if they all hear me weeping?
Next year will be different, I'm making a vow
Organizing my life and my home-starting right now!
It's still not too late to make this holiday a winner
I'll call Villa Sorrento and meet there for dinner!
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So in which state of mind are you this
holiday season? Chances are you're
somewhere in between, but the beat
goes on and this is just the beginning of
the biggest season for entertaining. Is it
too late to get it together for Chanukkah,
Christmas, and New Year's? Have we
learned anything from our holiday state
of mind? One thing’s for sure — none of
us want or need the stress that goes
along with being unprepared and out of
time. Where’s the fun and joy of family,
sitting down to a wonderful meal, and
good conversation — truly enjoying the
holiday? That is what it’s all about, isn’t
it? So, enjoy your holiday traditions by
making a plan, start your lists, and get
going! Then you can look back on your
early preparations and realize how
much they have helped you to truly em-
brace the season.

Leappy CPlote
o

— Natalie & staff

Editor’s Note:

Natalie Weinstein, ASID Allied, is an accred-
ited designer, acknowledged business leader,
entrepreneur, author, media personality and
motivational speaker. Her interior design
firm, Natalie Weinstein Design Associates,
has been creating lifestyle changes in homes
and public spaces, decorating for countless
clients since 1973. For questions, please

call 631.862.6198 or email us -
info@natalieweinstein.com. Visit our website
www.natalieweinstein.com.

OCALLY!
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PERSONAL ATTENTION AND DIGNIFIED SERVICE...
OUR CONTINUING TRADITION

(ST J‘ —\:\'I E S Kenneth Mabher, Jr.

Lic. Director
FUNERAL HOME o«

Kerry J. Maher

Lic. Manager & Director

~ Home for Funerals & Cremations ~
~ In Honoring their Legacy ~
Deacon Kenneth J. Maher, Aelysche Marie Maher & Kenneth Maber, Jr.
* kK K

Kerry, Ken and the rest of the Maher Family
and staff of the funeral home

* X ¥
829 Middle Country Road, Route 25, St. James, NY 11780

631-584-5200
Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1961

PRE PLANNING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS AVAILABLE

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025




- 64 -

F

NANCIAL

FO CUS

Is This a Good Year for Tax-loss Harvesting?

by Scott Posner,
CFP, A.AM.S., CRPC, CPE

Thanks to market swings, evolv-
ing tax laws and new technology,
it may be a good year to consider
tax-loss harvesting — a strategy that
can help reduce taxes and im-
prove long-term returns.

What is tax-loss harvesting?
When you sell an investment for
less than you paid, you may be
able to use that loss to offset gains
from other investments, poten-
tially reducing your overall tax
bill.

If your total capital losses ex-
ceed your gains, you can use up
to $3,000 of those losses to re-
duce ordinary income each year.
You can carry any remaining
losses forward to future tax years.
The strategy doesn't eliminate
taxes altogether; it simply defers
them, which can free up money to
reinvest elsewhere.

How it works. Imagine an inves-
tor who sold one stock for a
$10,000 gain and another for a
$10,000 loss. The two transactions
cancel each other out, meaning no
capital gains tax is owed for that
year. The investor can then reinvest
the proceeds while following the
IRS's "wash-sale rule." This rule pre-
vents you from claiming a loss if
you, or your spouse or a related
party, repurchase the same or a
"substantially identical" investment
within 30 days before or after the
sale.

Because of this rule, you should
consider how tax-loss harvesting
will affect your investment strategy,
as the benefit of holding on to that
investment (and letting it grow over
time) may outweigh the benefit of
lowering your capital gains tax bill

for a given year.

Good candidates for tax-loss har-
vesting include investments that no
longer fit your strategy (when rebal-
ancing your portfolio, for example),
have poor investment potential or
can be easily substituted with other
investments.

Why 2025 may be favorable.
Several factors suggest 2025 may be
a good time to consider tax-loss
harvesting.

First, market volatility has created
more opportunities to realize losses.
The first half of the year saw sharp
market swings that left some port-
folios uneven. Many large asset
managers have already harvested
billions in losses, using them to
help lower clients' tax liability
while keeping investment strategies

on track.

Second, tax law changes are
on the horizon. With major tax
reform provisions scheduled to
expire in the coming years, many
investors are motivated to man-
age their gains and losses proac-
tively. Those in higher tax
brackets stand to benefit most, as
the savings increase with your
tax rate.

Finally, technology has made
the process more efficient. In the
past, investors typically har-
vested losses near year-end.
Today, automation and direct in-
dexing allow for continuous
monitoring and harvesting
throughout the year, capturing
losses as they appear.

Putting it into practice. Tax-
loss harvesting isn't right for ev-
eryone, and it's not a reason to
overhaul your investment
strategy. The approach works
best for investors with taxable
accounts, current or expected cap-
ital gains and a long-term perspec-
tive.

Consult your financial advisor
and a tax professional before mak-
ing decisions. When used thought-
fully, tax-loss harvesting can help
you navigate a volatile market, re-
duce taxes and keep more of your
money working toward your future
goals.

Editor’s Note:

Financial Focus is a monthly feature written
by Scott Posner, CFP, CRPC, A.A.M.S., an
investment representative with Edward Jones
Investments. This 130-year-old firm has over
10,000 offices around the world with one
here in town at 542 North Country Road in
the Old St. James School House. Mr. Posner
has serviced both personal and institutional
investors for over 32 years. For more infor-
mation or to request optics for future col-
umns, call 631-862-2020.
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Wishing you and yours
a wonderful holiday season.

May the year ahead bring many blessings your way;
including health, happiness and good forwune.

Thank you for showing us so much kindness as customers and friends.

We really apprectate your loyal support.

— Debby, Scott, Rebecca and Julianna Posner

Scott Posner, CFP, AAMS®, CRPC®

e 542 North Country Rd., Suite A, St. James, NY 11780
AT 631-862-2020

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Ring In the Holiday Season With a Hearing Test

by William Kent

Addressing hearing loss isn't just
about what you hear — it's about
how you feel and function. People
of all ages are encouraged to get
their hearing tested this holiday sea-
son. Studies show that when people
address hearing loss, it can have a
positive effect on their home life,
self-confidence, relationships,
mood, overall health, job perform-
ance, and even income. It safe-
guards quality of life by helping
people maintain an active, healthy
lifestyle and stay socially and cogni-
tively engaged.

“Learning the status of our hear-
ing health and addressing hearing
loss are important to quality of life
at every age. Gen Xers and youth-
ful-minded baby boomers, in fact,
are developing hearing loss in
greater numbers, and as older
Americans are putting off retirement
and staying in the workforce longer,
the ability to hear your best is be-
coming all the more important.
Luckily, the vast majority of people
with hearing loss can benefit from
hearing instruments, and today's
state-of-the art instruments are
better than ever. The latest technol-
ogies make it easier to hear people
and sounds from all directions and
are designed to filter out noise, like
at crowded restaurants. Various
styles sit discreetly and comfortably
inside the ear canal and out of
sight, making them virtually invisi-
ble, some are even waterproof or
rechargeable. Perhaps best of all,
they're wireless, helping people of
all ages stay connected to their
smart phones, home entertainment
systems, and other prized elec-
tronics — but most importantly, to
life.

So go ahead, Ring in this Holiday
Season with a hearing test. Whether
its conversation and laughter
around the dinner table you enjoy
most, or watching a movie or foot-
ball game together on the televi-
sion, let the latest hearing
instrument technologies help you

for You and a Loved One

hear your best and stay connected
with family and friends in the New
Year.

Happier Holidays and a
More Promising New Year

Addressing hearing loss really
can add to quality of life — during
the holidays and year round.

Here's what getting a hearing test
and using professionally fitted hear-
ing instruments, if recommended by
a hearing care professional, may do
for you:

1. Strengthen ties with family and
friends. Healthy relationships
rest largely on good communica-
tion. In one Better Hearing Insti-
tute study, more than half the
respondents said using hearing
instruments improved their rela-
tionships at home, their social
lives, and their ability to join in
groups. Many even saw im-
provements in their romance.

2. Raise your spirits. People with
untreated hearing loss often feel
angry, frustrated, anxious, iso-
lated, and depressed. But re-
search shows that when they use
hearing instruments, many be-
come more socially engaged,
feel a greater sense of safety and
independence, and see a general
improvement in their overall
quality of life.

3. Lead you to feel better about
yourself. An important perk of
using hearing instruments can be
enhanced emotional well-being.
Research shows that when
people with hearing loss use

hearing instruments, many feel
more in control of their lives and
less self-critical. One BHI study
found that the majority of people
with mild and sever hearing loss
felt better about themselves and
life overall as a result of using
hearing instruments.

4. Keep in mind sharp. Studies out
of Johns Hopkins linked hearing
loss with accelerated cognitive
decline in older adults and found
that seniors with hearing loss are
significantly more likely to de-
velop dementia over time. BHI
studies found that many people
with hearing loss report improve-
ments in their cognitive skills
with the use of hearing instru-
ments.

5. Unleash you earning potential.
Hearing your best at work helps
you do your best. One study
found that using hearing aids re-
duced the risk of income loss by
90% to 100% for those with
milder hearing loss, and from
65% to 77% for those with se-
vere to moderate hearing loss.
And people with hearing loss
who use hearing instruments are
more likely to be employed than
their peers who don't.

We have so much on our mind
especially during such a hectic sea-
son. Give some time to yourself,
relax, get a hearing evaluation. If
you're experiencing difficulty in un-
derstanding words, TV, telephone or
just everyday conversation with
family and friends, could be time to
check it out. The worse thing you
can do is nothing”.

Editor’s Note

William Kent is the Director of Long Island
Hearing, an Audiology and Hearing
Instrument Practice. With convenient office
locations in both Nassau and Suffolk
Counties, they can be reached at 1-800-698-
5200. You may also visit their website at
lihearing@verizon.com for more information
about hearing loss.
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Ron Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC,
CCH is the leading expert in
working through change. As a
father who lost his 17-year old
son in an auto accident, he always
speaks from the heart. As a li-
censed mental health counselor,
he guides others on how to work
through difficult times. As a na-
tional speaker and author of The
Zing, Ron has appeared on TV and
radio throughout the world. He
will help you to Embrace the
Power of Change in your personal
and professional life.

Dear Ron,

I am hoping to introduce a new "technology rule" at
my house but I'm sure it will be difficult. | would like our
whole family, me, my husband and two children, 12 and
14, to end their tech use at 9pm. | want everyone to learn
the value of their ability to stop, disconnect, and com-
municate directly. How can | make this idea successful
while avoiding FOMO issues?

— No Tech Time Mama

Ask Ron

Dear No Tech Time Mama,

Great idea to introduce to the family. And, yes it will
be a bit of a challenge. Start with letting everyone
know the reasons behind it all. Your conversation
should focus only the benefits — giving busy minds a
break from anxiety; training the mind to become used
to the real ability to disconnect from this and so many
other things. It will sharpen direct communication
skills. However, | would suggest that you start this rule
with a time limit at first. Ex: No tech from 9-10pm. This
way the whole family can understand and help to
evolve the rules, together, and right from the start. Be
sure to include plans for who is permitted to be in
touch during the "black out" time — texts from
schools/coaches and loved ones who may need care.
This way everyone can feel like they are a part of the
solution and a part of creating very healthy mental
health habits at the same time. Give it time and enjoy
the evolution.

Editor’s Note:

Ron Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC, CCH, is the founder and director of
Family & Personal Counseling, located at 872 Middle Country Road
in St. James. He is an author of the book The Zing, has appeared on
national TV, along with appearances on the Verizon FiOS1 network.
With offices in St. James, Bohemia, East Islip, Levittown and Mas-
peth and a staff of 20 therapists from all backgrounds — Family & Per-
sonal Counseling addresses individual and family concerns of all
ages. For additional information call 631-758-8290 or visit
www.FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com and www.RonVillano.com
to listen to his featured interviews.

COUNSELING

Individual « Family « Group = Children = Relationships

et = Aflordable Private Pay Feos
pui Abodl mrhrl':-n = HYSHIP, Asina and other plans
& g1l-Pay DisCo » CroditiDebit, Venmao, MEAIFSA

= Day, Evening, Weskond and
Sama Day Appolniments

f“ﬁ"‘*%

b

| COUNSELING

TELEHEALTH & IN PERSON

631.758.8290 €

www FimlphedFersiaalCouniebeg com

’
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For All Your
Holiday Gifts

SHOP
ST. JAMES!
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PLEASE CALL TobDAY!!

SPECIALIZING IN SUPPLEMENT PLANS

AUTHORIZED AGENT

AARP UNITED HEALTHCARE

AETNA
ANTHEM
CiGNA
HumAaNnA
WELLCARE
GLOBE

SANDRA ALTAN
631-769-1584

SANDY(@SA-HEALTHPLANS.COM
670 MipbLE COUNTRY RD., ST. JAMES, NY 11780

MEDICARE CLIENTS: “We do not offer every plan available in your area.
Currently, we represent 7 organizations and 19 plans in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-Medicare, or your local State Health Insurance Program
to get information on all of your options."
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Preparing for the “Holidaze”

by Terri Pace

It’s the Most
Wonderful Time
of the Year!

The holiday
season is... well,
you know...
wonderful! | can
hear Andy Wil-
liams singing
those words to
his popular
song: “It’s the
Most Wonderful Time of the Year.”

There is much reason for joy at
this time of year. Our lives are filled
with visits from family and friends
we haven’t seen in a while; we
have many parties and social op-
portunities on our calendar; we do
a lot of cooking and baking; we are
busy thinking about others and out
finding the ideal gift for each per-
son on our list!

But for many, that joy is mini-
mized, sabotaged, disrupted, and/or
downright missing! Our lives are
filled with visits from family and
friends we haven’t seen in a while;
we have many parties and social
opportunities on our calendar; we
do a lot of cooking and baking; we
are busy thinking about others and
out finding the ideal gift for each
person on our listt AGGHH!!

The very activities that bring us
joy can also bring a measure of
anxiousness, stress, overindulgence,
lack of peace and personal down-
time! Now we are not enjoying the
holidays as we slip into a “holi-
daze” feeling overwhelmed with all
we have to do!

Here are some simply natural so-
lutions to help minimize the “holi-
daze” and increase your joy this
season!

1. How do we keep our emo-
tions in check during this season?

The Limbic system is the heart of
our emotions. It has a direct path-
way from our olfactory system,
which is our sense of smell. Factors
that influence our emotions include
cognition (awareness), belief (per-
spective) and biology (hormones,
neurotransmitters, genetics, etc.).
What you feel is chemistry!
Thoughts or beliefs can trigger a
feeling, which produces the chem-
istry that determines our responses,
based on whether we feel safe or
not!

The primary purpose of our rep-
tilian or Limbic brain is to protect
us! When we feel threatened, over-
whelmed, fearful, or anxious, our
body releases stress hormones that
trigger our defensive reactions
(fight, flight, freeze, or appease).
These neurochemicals dilate our
pupils, increase our heartbeat,
cause more rapid breathing, stimu-
late glucose to be released by the
liver, and digestive activity and
other normal resting state functions
are diminished! No wonder we feel
so off!

Simple Solution: Aromatic com-
pounds can both influence our cog-
nition and our biology. In
awareness, lies choice! So be more
aware of the physical signs of emo-
tional overwhelm and grab your fa-
vorite essential oil!

In a recent study, Ylang Ylang es-
sential oil was described as “har-
monizing” to the brain. I love to use
it to lessen tension and stress and to
promote a positive outlook. What
an ideal choice when my runaway
emotions have taken control. Apply
1-2 drops of this fragrant essential
oil on your wrist or over your heart

for a moment of peace in your day!

Vetiver essential oil was found to
stabilize the mind, just as the long
grass of vetiver from where it is
sourced, is used to stabilize homes
on a cliff or hill. Combine this
grounding oil with Frankincense,
Lavender, Clary Sage, and Marjo-
ram in a roller bottle with fraction-
ated coconut oil. Apply to back of
the neck or over your heart when
your feel worried, fearful, anxious
or insecure.

2. What can you do when you
feel overwhelmed?

Emotions like anger, fear, or un-
willingness to forgive (does this
come up for you at family gath-
erings?) and physical stress like lack
of sleep, exposure to toxins, or poor
nutrition can create “sympathetic
overload.” Conditions of prolonged
emotional and physical stress
trigger sustained sympathetic activ-
ity in the body!

Simple Solution: Tangerine es-
sential oil, like all citrus oils, has just
the right chemistry to improve our
mood, cleanse and purify our body,
and helps us make room for fun,
joy, and creativity in our lives.

This wonderful essential oil can
be experienced aromatically, topi-
cally and/or internally*! To boost
energy and uplift mood, place one
to two drops in the palm of your
hand, rub together, and cup over
the nose and mouth for 30 seconds
or diffuse throughout the room. You
can also apply 1-2 drops over the
abdomen to promote feelings of
happiness. And | love to add 1-2
drops to each glass of water for an
“all-day-long” experience!

continued on facing page

HOW ARE WE DOING?

We are working hard to make Our Town more robust than ever
and we would love to know your thoughts.
Please contact us at info@ourtownstjames.com

and let us know what you think.
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continued

3. What you can do when you
have overindulged (food, drinking,
too many parties)?

We've all been there! Make sure
you have these essential oils handy
to help in the moment or the morn-
ing after!

Coriander essential oil —apply 1-
2 drops on your wrist to help when
those delicious sweet desserts are
too big a temptation for you!

Lemon essential oil — apply 1-2
drops over your liver (just under
your rib cage on the right side of
your body) to help the liver wash
away any evidence of last night’s
party!

Ginger essential oil — apply 1-2
drops on your abdomen or under
your tongue* when the food you ate
is just not agreeing with you!

4. How do you really clean up
after the party?

Our lifestyle choices, particularly
during and immediately after the
holiday season, can leave our world
in a bit of a mess, both in our
homes and in our bodies. We make
the time to clean up the mess in our
homes and it is a great idea to do

HEALTH

NOTES

the same inside our body!

Why cleanse?

Doing a cleanse to reduce your
toxic load will enhance your mood,
improve metabolism and energy,
help to maintain a healthy weight,
improve your digestive function,
support your nervous system, in-
crease your energy, and improve
elimination and the natural detox
processes of your body.

| encourage each person to dial
up or dial down the intensity and
duration to customize it for their
particular needs! The frequency and
duration of the cleanse should
match your detox needs. (When
you want to call for help with shov-
eling snow, it’s a good idea to ask
yourself, well, “How long has it
been snowing?” and “How much
snow is in the driveway?” “Do |
need a plow or a shovel?”

Simple Solution: Join us for our
next 90-Day Reset!

| invite you to participate in our
next 90-Day Reset! This is a simple
way to clean up after the year-long
party. Join me at our free workshop
on December 3, 2025 to learn
more or simply contact me for more
information!

People often wonder how to se-
lect the right product(s) for their
health goals, how to use a product
they ordered, or how to be more
consistent in their daily routines! It
is my goal to make the use of natu-
ral solutions simple and effective!
How can | help you get started or
support your current regime?

Learning more about essential
oils is simple! Join our wellness
community! Participate in our free
workshops (both in person and on-
line, group or individual). I'm
happy to help you create success
with simply natural solutions for
your unique health priorities. Call
me 631-487-1627 or email me at
simply.natural@outlook.com.

Find information on events and
workshops here: http://oils.link/Ter-
riPace No purchase necessary to
attend!

*These statements have not been eval-
uated by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. This product is not intended to
diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any
disease. Essential oils are safe, effective
and very affordable. However, not all
essential oils are created equal! Be an
educated consumer and use only certi-
fied pure, therapeutic grade essential
oils for your family!

Looking for
the perfect gift?
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A UNT

MEME"S WISE WORDS

Philosophers from Aristotle to
Kant have argued that perfection
can only exist as an ideal form,
something to strive toward, but not
as a practicable reality. Pursuing a
lofty goal can elevate quality and
purpose — but at what cost?

Erma Bombeck spoke about the

Perfection at What Cost”?

reality below the surface of the im-
perfect house. For example, how
often do we delay entertaining ¢
since the house is not “perfect”?
Too much of life is delayed in the
pursuit of perfection. Some of life’s
biggest decisions are delayed in the
name of perfection.

et ﬁ':i"‘ﬁ
g

OFFICE FOR RENT

542 NORTH COUNTRY RD.
SAINT JAMES, NY 11780

2 offices and large reception area.
New heat and AC.

Call Debby for info. 631-523-1700
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“Perfection Paralysis” is the result
of pursuing impossible goals.
People become so focused on
achieving perfection, they are un-
able to take action. Some causes
are: fear of failure and high stan-
dards. Symptoms are: procrastina-
tion and feeling overwhelmed. As
the saying goes — “Perfection be-
comes the enemy of progress.”

A retired general counsel of a
Fortune 500 company shared a
quote he used with his legal depart-
ment. “We don’t do perfect. No one
can do perfect but we try to do very
good all the time.”

What to do? Focus on progress,
not perfection. Challenge negative
thoughts. Be kind to yourself — real-
ize everyone makes mistakes.

While the pursuit of perfection is
a worthy one, the fixation on
achieving perfection can become
very frustrating. Especially with the
holidays coming up, in honor of
Erma Bombeck, try entertaining just
once without the perfectly prepared
home. The absence of stress can be
addictive.




Attention, Budinesd Ounerd - Have Vou Jotned Vour, Chamber, Of Commerce?
Grow Your Business with the St. James Chamhber of Commerce!

Join a chamber that’s as local and hardworking as you are. We're a small-town community of Owner-operated businesses—where
networking feels like neighbors helping neighbors. Our board is 100% volunteer-run with no paid staff, and everything we do—from
monthly meetings (always free and with dinner!) to community-wide events—is powered by local business owners just like you.

v Free monthly meetings with dinner included

v After-hours events that fit your schedule

v Free vendor tables & promo opportunities

v Referrals, visibility & community trust

v A strong voice with local government

Join the chamber, volunteer, and
be part of sometting bigger.

Together, we grow not just businesses—but our town
and community spirit. Let’s grow together—right here in St. James.

Shop Local - Suppoel Owe Members!... Suppott Owe lown!

AJ’s Garage

ARS Landscaping

Acuwell Acupuncture

Alfresco Backyard Living

Barry Bros. Landscaping

Bay Shore Moving & Storage
Blissful Beauty Wellness

Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.

The Bristal at Lake Grove

Capital Graphics of Long Island
Chiropractic Healthcare of St. James
Christine Stevens Daniel Gale Reality
Coldwell Banker

Competition Subaru

Creative Windows

Dance Arts Development Center
Dance ‘0’ Things

DeBarbieri Associates

Dowling Bros. Auto Body
Eckardt & Eckardt

Eddies Power Equipment
Edward Jones Investments
Energy Health & Fitness

Enspire Design Group

Fratello Law

Galiano Wine Bar and Restaurant
Genesis of Smithtown

Helping Hearts at Home

ICC Automation

JD Design Jeremy Dean

K & T Foot Spa

Kathleen Micozzi HH Coach Realty

Knipfing & Klein Agency

Lesco Construction

Load Manager Inc.

Long Island Hearing

Long Island Shed Builders

M & T Bank

Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown

Metro Physical & Aquatic Therapy

Michelina Cahill New York Life

Mister Softee

Moloney Funeral Home

Morecraft Construction

NOCO

Over South Real Estate

Rowena Nedvin - Signature Premier
Properties

Nissequogue Golf Course

O’Hara & Company

P. DeBlasio Builders

Paris Electric

Peach And Pine

Pet Expressions

Philly Pretzel Factory

RJK Gardens

RN 4 Medicare

Rely Rx Pharmacy & Medical Supplies

Renewal by Andersen

Salad-icious
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Scientific Exterminating

Dr. Raymond A. Semente, Chiropractor

Sivana Salon

Smithtown Library

Smithtown Rotary Club

Sons of Norway Loyal Lodge #252

Spy Trail Distillery

St. Catherine of Sienna Hospital

St. James Brewery

St. James Center

St. James Fire Department

St. James Jewelry

St. James Pasta & Pork

St. James Post Office

St. James Self Storage

Sts. Philip and James - Council 12839
of the Knights of Columbus

State Farm/James Winter

Stony Brook Medicine/Community
Medical Group

Stroll Nisseguogue

Teachers Federal Credit Union

Thic Chic Boutique

Times Beacon Record News Media

Total Family Dentistry

Up In Smoke BBQ

Vazac Contracting

Victorian Fence

WBR Plumbing & Heating
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CIORY OF

ADVERTISERS

The following is a list of advertisers who can be found in this issue of Our Town e St. James

ATTORNEY

Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.
291 Lake Avenue
631-584-0100
bollhoferlaw.com

AUDIOLOGY

Long Island Hearing, Inc.
55 Southern Blvd., Nesconset
631-972-5211
1-800-698-5200

AUTOMOTIVE

Repair | Parts | Gas
Mercedes Benz of Smithtown
630 Middle Country Rd.
877-862-7373
mbofsmithtown.com

St. James

Automotive Center
525 North Country Road
631-584-5798

BAKERY

Alpine Pastry Shoppe
59 Route 111, Smithtown
631-265-5610
alpinepastryshop.com

BEAUTY

Salon 230

230 Lake Avenue
631-862-7023

DENTIST

North Country Dental Care
Dr. Thomas Vigliante

436 North Country Road
631-584-5605

EVENTS

Holiday Pottery Sale
November 22-December 21
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

The Brick Clay Studio & Gallery
2 Flowerfield, Suites 57 & 60

St. James

Chamber of Commerce
Menorah Lighting

December 14-December 21,
5:00 p.m. (Exception: 4 p.m. on
December 19)

Triangle of Lake Ave. & 25 A

St. James Civic Association
Winter Market

Saturday, December 6, 1-7 p.m.

St. James Lutheran Church
230 Second Ave.

Tree Lighting Celebration
December 6, 4:00 p.m.
Deepwells Farm

25A & Moriches Rd.

Co-Hosted by St. James Chamber of

Commerce and
Deepwells Farm Historical Society

EXTERMINATING
Scientific Exterminating
534 North Country Road
631-265-5252 X5

FINANCIAL

Branch Financial Services
Harlan J. Fischer

and Michael J. Brescia

21 Bennetts Road, Setauket
631-979-6000
branchfinancialsrvcs.com

Edward Jones Investments
Scott Posner, CFP

542 North Country Road
631-862-2020

FLORIST

Lake Avenue Floral & Home
599 Lake Avenue
631-820-0200

FUNERAL HOMES

Branch Funeral Homes

190 E Main Street, Smithtown
631-724-9500

551 Route 25A, Miller Place
631-744-9700

2115 Jericho Tpke., Commack
631-493-7200

St. James Funeral Home
829 Middle Country Road
631-584-5200

HEALTH | FITNESS
East Coast Karate

733 Middle Country Road
631-862-1400

Family & Personal Counseling
Hypnosis and Weight Loss |
Grief Support

872 Middle Country Road
631-758-8290
FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com

Simply Natural Solutions
Wellness Consultations
Terri Pace | 631-487-1627
simply.natural@optimum.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Closets by Design
800-293-3744

Hannett Construction
631-585-1279

Klaus Roofing Systems
631-910-6223

Morecraft Construction
631-584-7010

Paris Electrical
631-946-9988

P. DeBlasio Builders
273 Lake Avenue
631-584-5500

Power House Home Energy
516-205-5434
powerhouseli.com

Scotty’s Masonry
631-872-1076

Squeaky Clean
Property Solutions
631-387-2156

Triple H Contracting
631-230-1844

Vazac Contracting
333 First Avenue, Suite 1
631-584-7817

INSURANCE

SA Health Plans | Medicare
Sandra Altan

670 Middle Country Road
631-769-1584

INTERIOR DESIGN
Natalie Weinstein
Design Associates
455-459 Lake Avenue
631-862-6198

JEWELRY

St. James Jewelry Shoppe
483 Lake Avenue
631-862-6775

LANDSCAPING

Design | Maintenance
Homestead Landscaping
631-588-5296
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ADVERTISERS

The following is a list of advertisers who can be found in this issue of Our Town e St. James

MUSIC LESSONS
Drum Lessons
with John Miceli

email: teachingdrums@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE
DeBarbieri Associates
406 North Country Road
631-862-7447

Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s
Bonnie Glenn | 631-921-1494
Christa Glenn | 631-621-6763
81 Route 111, Smithtown

Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s
Marianne Koke | 631-335-7111
81 Route 111, Smithtown

Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s
Christine Stevens | 631-879-7018
81 Route 111, Smithtown

David & Rowena Nedvin
Signature Premier Properties
7 West Main Street, Smithtown
631-767-5221 | 631-360-2800

Maria Orlandi
Compass Smithtown
631-697-0474

R&R Commercial Realty Group
59 Landing Ave., Suite 5,
Smithtown

631-406-6081 | 631-524-0524

RESTAURANTS | FOOD
Mr. Softee
516-729-8129

Voila The Bistro
244 Lake Ave.,
516-584-5686

STORAGE

St. James Self Storage
75 Arlington Ave.
631-584-4411

SWIMMING POOLS
Northway Pools
631-862-8925

TRAVEL
Harbor Close Travel
631-708-5361

[M|G[uU]z |o]s|a]e]a
Riddles & Teasers Answers from page 50: Crossword Solution from page 61: .E.I
Answer ALCOHOL, LACONIC, CHORAL, =3
ACCOLADE, CHARCOAL, OCCASIONAL, | IR EEELT 5]
APOCALYPSE, COLONIAL, CHOCOLATE, .;_ s =
LOCATION, LACERATION, OLFACTORY FlelL AR [E]
L] 3
T
IE MIaTrIL[ETV]
! | BfNE00EMME v} |E
o o LI L B2 L
(k] [nfafm]a] a E|] [9] jolH[E]N[R]Y]
L 0] s — ot ju) (R} [E] O
G L K td - L EiEh E
M S E Al (& o] ofajeh |ofe L L
BIniolwlolal [FIT ] a] [E L] 5] =
M ol [l [F]l ] BEFBEEIREE . E
A % HAGNEMNEMNMNE N ol [REE: ml i
5 H|A[M]A |S [H] o) [N L ! Bl |x HAOMARNNA
5 | T | 1 T) [rlciu]al jxiofvis K]y | |5]
v| FENERATR E ] [l 5] 7] [E]
[&]L]alc] Je = al [a] o] E] [H] ﬁ HEMN
N T 7] [T E] [n E
Sudoku Solution from page 50: EHOADMEARADNEMN FOANAEOERANAE
L b ¥ G A i
IDEEDDBDE Az e e 3 7 [
IEIRIRIRIEI IR A x 2 "':L] - R EIER L
viulilelilala] [» al 1| |8
SR A HAEIRIT rl I ]z_|_| oln] [ah Inlclelnfajniejalo) |L|
7| 1] 8l o8| 3| 2]als=]sn [Tlofriafn] ) Ll Ll L
N @ E E L] [N
al ol w| 7] 1| 8]%|23]|2 =l [e] [c ) )
s| 2| 8] of a| 8]1]|2]s E] |sINlolwF[Lialk]E] 1G] [N
7| [H] [N R E
o 7| 2] 6| ®)| 36| 2| & T1 [ E n 5|
6| 5| 2| &f 8l 7|82 L L |5
L [ lar A [m]u] [H]
o &) 3| 2} Bl V|V |G| & il

OUR TOWN e« DECEMBER 2025




-76 -

Luxury With Every Drive. %ﬁiﬁ
For more than six decades, our family-owned Mercedes-Benz dealership

has proudly served the Long [stand commumity with unparalialed Etll
delication and expertize. At Marcedaes-Banz of Smithiown we've baill -

GUF reputation on & leundabon of trisel, extephionsl senade, and &

commilmeng b excesding ouf cieslomers’ sxpadtlione.
EATRESS SEIVICE PICK-LIP & COIMPLIMEST ARY

TWIHLE WVFE FalT PELIVERY SERVICE COLETEST YEHICLES

Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown

630 Middle Country Rd
at. James, NY 11780
BTT.BE2. 7343

mbofsmithtown.com

. Mercedes Benz nf Smlthtnwn

PROLUD MEMEBER OF THE COMPETITION ALUTO GROUP
FAMILY-OWHNED AND OPERATED SIMCE 1862

COMPETITION

Mercedes-Ben?z f/\

of Smithiown
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