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Bill, you will be deeply 
missed. I feel incredibly for-
tunate to have shared your 
friendship. You were always 
there for me, offering a help-
ing hand and showing kind-
ness to me and my family. 
Whether it was stopping by 
for a beer with Johnny on the 
porch or chatting with my 
children as I took them along 
to assist with all our events, 
you always took the time with 
them, making them feel im-
portant and assuring them that 
they were truly helping us 
out. Your gracious compli-
ments about my kids meant 
the world to me, and they 
adored you. Thank you for  
always being so welcoming. 
You were a significant part of 
my journey into volunteer 
work in our wonderful town.  
I joined the St. James 
Chamber in 2005, and you 
were there, every step of the 
way. -Keep smiling and rest in 
peace, William Garthe.  
                          Xo  Xo   
                       – Denise Davis 
 
 
Bill was such a crucial part of St. 
James. His dedication, caring and 
concern is what makes our town 
such a special place to live and 
work. Bill came into my office in 
1998 and told me exactly what I 
needed to do in order to become a 
contributing member of our com-
munity. There was no question on 
whether his instruction would be 
followed or not! Through the years I 
have never seen anyone do more 
for Saint James than Bill and his 
amazing wife Ruth. About 15 years 
ago, after seeing the incredible 
amount of work Bill and Ruth were 
doing for the town, I approached 
the Supervisor and asked that a 
park in Saint James be renamed 
‘Garthe Park.’ Bill got word and 
strongly declared, “NO! We want to 
stay in the background.” He simply 
didn’t want the credit. Bill did so 
much for so many people. He never 

sought credit and the only way we 
would learn about his many deeds 
was if the recipients mentioned it. I 
had no idea how often he visited 
with ailing friends, taking them to 
lunch or just lending an ear. I only 
learned this after attending 2 fu-
nerals where both families thanked 
Bill for his generosity towards their 
loved ones. I feel so lucky to have 
had Bill as a friend, confidant and 
mentor over the past 27 years. He 
leaves a void that will never be 
filled. On behalf of a grateful com-
munity, thank you Bill. You were 
one of a kind. – Scott Posner 
 
 
I have, along with my wife Mary 
Jean, had the pleasure of knowing 
Bill & Ruth for 46 years. I don’t 
know if anyone else knows this... I 
was talking to Bill one day and he 
told me that he was applying for 
grant money from Suffolk County 
for the purchase of the gas street 
lamps you now see on Lake Ave. 

Well it took him 12 years to 
do this for Our Town. That 
was the tenacity that Bill had 
– when he wanted something 
for Our Town he went out 
and did it. That is dedication 
& that’s how he rolled. We 
will miss him so very much. 
May God Bless the Garthe 
Family.  

Respectfully  
Joe & Mary Jean Kronwitt. 

 
 
I was privileged to call Bill 
my friend for many decades. 
He certainly was an enigma 
in many ways. He could be 
gruff on the outside but he 
had a heart of gold. We had 
some business dealings back 
in the day and you couldn’t 
find a tougher negotiator to 
represent you. Conversely, 
when anybody was sick or 
troubled, Bill always made it 
a priority to be present in 
their lives, and to offer his 
friendship and resources. We 
conversed often in the last 

few months of his life. I applauded 
him on his transparency and grace 
in accepting the inevitable. He had 
a strong faith in God. His only goal 
at the end was to protect his be-
loved wife, Ruth. I will miss you my 
friend! May you rest in peace. 

– Robert Baffa 

William J. Garthe
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Bill was the kind of person who al-
ways stepped up to help with any-
thing that needed to be done. He 
never sought credit for taking time 
out of his busy days to assist others. 
Yet, if you ever returned the favor 
and helped him, he would make 
sure to express his heartfelt appreci-
ation for your kindness. He will be 
sorely missed. – Dan Jordan 
 
 
About a week of 2 before he 
passed, he called me to tell me how 
much he appreciated Wake Up 
Lake. How nice was that? Very 
thoughtful and very kind. He was a 
true legend and will be missed. 

– Robin Rosenberg 
 
 
Always had a smile on his face. 
What a sweet, warm and wonderful 
man he was. We will miss him!! 

–Gail Marcus Nelson 

We are deeply saddened by the 
passing of our friend and a loyal 
friend of the St James Community, 
Bill Garthe. He was that always, 
smiling friendly man to all that 
knew and worked with him . As we 
were getting our entertainment 
business off the ground in Saint 
James , more then 37 years ago, Bill 
and his wife Ruth, reached out to 
us, got us noticed and offered 
plenty of advice to help our busi-
ness grow. We wouldn't be as suc-
cessful if it wasn't for the Garthes! 
Bill put our brand out there for all 
to see. We worked on numerous 
projects together, such as the local 
Saint Patricks Day Parade, We Care 
for Kids, Deepwells festivals and 
Angelas House holiday events. 
Also, when our daughter Angelique 
opened her business a couple of 
years ago, Bill went out of his way 
and personally brought flowers to 
her storefront, to wish her the best 
of luck. What a great guy! A great 
big Thank You to our lifelong friend. 
We offer our deepest sympathies to 
Ruth and the Garthe family. A mes-
sage for Bill up in heaven, "you will 
be missed here in the Hamlet of 

Saint James. We will try to live up 
to your legacy. Please keep an eye 
on all of us." – James F Marzigliano 
 
 
Oh the sweetest man and always 
smiling. He did so much for this 
community. We will miss him very 
much.  – Happie Pomisel 
 
 
Bill was always so kind and always 
greeted me with a smile when I’d 
volunteer with Deepwells. Rest 
easy. – Emily Shutowich 
 
 
Bill left me a message just a week 
before he passed. I will save his last 
message. – Di Antoinetta 
 
 
Great friend and mentor for my 
family and will be greatly missed. 

– Lisa Smith 
 
 
A very nice man. God bless him! 

– Rikki Cushman 
 

continued on page 6 
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631.584.7817 
333 First Avenue, St. James, New York 11780 

www.vazac.com 
Relationship Built on Honesty, Integrity and Trust

ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS • CUSTOM BUILDING 

We are a full service  
Design/Build &  

Remodeling Company  
servicing your  

community  
for over 35 years. 

Call today for a  
FREE consultation

@vazaccontractingcorp
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NEDVIN HOME TEAM

7 W. Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787 
631.360.2800 
signaturepremiere.com 
rnedvin@gmail.com • davidnedvin@gmail.com

Rowena Nedvin & Dave Nedvin 
LAREBS 

ASSOCIATE RE BROKERS 

Rowena’s Cell:  631.767.5221 • David’s Cell: 631.767.5220

Trust us to market your home.  
Now, more than ever, experience matters!

ST. JAMES FAIRFIELD. 507 Flair. 1 bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath with a garage. Updated. 
Beautiful private location. Sold for $455,000.

SOLD

FOR SALE SOLD

ST. JAMES. Sprawling 3 BR storybook 
Ranch. 2 car garage, full finished basement. 
Set on park like property with an in ground 
pool. Sold for $788,000.

SMITHTOWN COLLEGE SECTION.  Beau-
tifully updated expanded Ranch with 3 BRs  
2 baths. Primary bedroom with en-suite, 
hardwood floors throughout, basement, 
CAC. 1 car garage. $629,990.

FOR SALE

HEAD OF HARBOR. 10,000 sq. ft. of luxury living. 5 BRs, 5.5 bathrooms. Indoor heated swim-
ming pool. Walk out basement. Private park like property located on a cul-de-sac. $2,680,000.

FOR SALE

ST JAMES. 4 BR expanded Storybook 
Ranch located on quiet street. Meticulously 
maintained with hardwood floors throughout. 
Updated roof, heating system and central air. 
Set on beautiful parklike  property with two 
car garage. Finished basement. $699,000.

of SIGNATURE PREMIER PROPERTIES

Real Estate Brokerage  
 in Suffolk County 

Small Team  
 in Smithtown
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By Scott Posner 
  1987: Ronald Reagan famously 
challenged Mikhail Gorbachev to 
“tear down this wall.” Adobe Illus-
trator was released. The New York 
Giants won the Super Bowl. The 
Simpsons cartoon show made its 
debut. The movie Dirty Dancing hit 
screens. Hillary Duff, Zac Efron, 
Maria Sharapova, Lionel Messi, 
Kevin Durant, Ed Sheeran, Blake 
Lively and Meghan Markel were all 
born in 1987. The average home 
cost $104,500, rent was $395 per 
month, a car cost $10,300 and gas 
cost $0.89 per gallon. 
  That year also saw the start of our 
beloved Our Town Newspaper. 
Robin Clark, Ruth Garthe and Bill 
Garthe set out to produce a pub-
lication focusing on our incredible 
community. They decided to create 
a resource focusing on positive 
events around Saint James. The 
paper went on, uninterrupted, for 

the next 37 years. I am sure the 
paper is a big part of the secret 
sauce that makes this town special 
and unique. 
  Unfortunately, age and health 
forced the closure of the paper a 
few months ago and since then we 
suffered the tremendous loss of Bill 
Garthe. But before his passing Bill, 
Ruth and Robin decided they 
wanted the legacy of the Our Town 
Newspaper to continue. While sell-
ing it would have been the most 
beneficial course of action for them 
each, they decided on another 
path. 
  With an incredible act of gener-
osity, Ruth, Robin and Bill decided 
to GIVE the Our Town Newspaper 
to the Saint James Chamber of 
Commerce. For decades Ruth and 
Bill have been integral parts of the 
Chamber and were confident that 
the Chamber was the right organi-
zation to carry the mission of the 

paper forward. It is now the respon-
sibility of the Chamber of Com-
merce to continue this tradition. 
Fortunately we have a secret 
weapon!!! Robin Clark has agreed 
to continue working with the paper 
so we can be assured the quality 
will not suffer one bit! Thank you 
Robin for agreeing to help us get 
the Our Town Newspaper back in 
the hands of our town. 
  The paper will now be run as a 
not-for-profit organization. We ap-
preciate the early support we have 
seen by the community and hope to 
serve Saint James for years and 
years to come. 
  Thank you again for the extreme 
generosity exhibited by Ruth 
Garthe, Bill Garthe and Robin 
Clark. You all helped to make the 
community of Saint James such a 
special place.

An Incredible Act of Kindness

Ruth Garthe, Bill Garthe and Robin Clark
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613 Moriches Road, Nissequogue, NY
5 BD | 4 BA | 3,900 SF | $1,600,000

Located in the highly desirable incorporated 
Village of Nissequogue. Nestled on three acres 
of lush landscape with a patio, this home offers 
unparalleled privacy. Amenities include a primary 
suite with luxurious marble bath & a walk-in-
closet. Just minutes from the quaint town of 
Saint James, shops, beaches and marinas. 
This residence is a must see!

Georgian Colonial

Maria Orlandi is a Licensed Associate RE Broker affi liated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal 
Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. 

Today, we celebrate the incredible 
mothers who inspire us every day. 
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No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other 
professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.

Happy Mother’s Day!

Maria Orlandi
Licensed Associate RE Broker
maria.orlandi@compass.com
M: 631.697.0474 | O: 631.629.7719
    MariaOrlandiLuxuryLiving

4 Pheasant Run, Nissequogue, NY
4 BD | 5 BA | 5,900 SF | $5,375,000

Timeless sophistication meets the natural beauty  
of The Long Island Sound. Set on an expansive, 
meticulously landscaped property. Unparalleled  
water views, lush greenery, and direct access to the 
shore. Classic architecture design is complemented by 
modern luxury. Light-filled open layout, custom millwork, 
rich hardwood 昀oors, in-ground pool with patio and 
refined finishes. Experience the best in waterfront living.

A Masterpiece of Waterfront Elegance
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M E R C H A N T  S P O T L I G H T

by Debbi Spiegel    
  Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown has 
been in our town for over 55 years. 
The dealership is still owned by the 
Buzzetta family. They are very 
proud of their long history of build-
ing relationships with customers.  
“People matter” is their caring phi-
losophy which has kept their em-
ployees for decades as well as 
clients giving them 4.7 stars out of 
5 consistently on surveys.   
  The dealership was designed to 
give customers every aspect of con-
venience, luxury, and comfort.   
“The Best or Nothing” is what Mer-
cedes-Benz of Smithtown does to 
keep clients as their top priority. 
  The showroom and Sales Depart-
ment are open from Monday to Fri-
day from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m., 
Saturday from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. There are sales and leasing 
consultants that speak Spanish, 
French Creole, Portuguese, Czech, 
Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, Mandarin 
and Cantonese. The knowledgeable 
staff wholeheartedly strives to give 
every single customer the most en-
joyable, stress-free, seamless car 
buying experience possible in any 
language. 
  Current vehicle models include: 
C-Class Sedans, E-Class Sedans, S-
Class Sedans, CLA Coupe, CLE 
Coupe, CLS Coupe, S-Class Coupe, 
AMG GT, C-Class Cabriolet, E-Class 
Cabriolet, S-Class Cabriolet, CLE 
Cabriolet, SL Class, GLA, GLB, 
GLC, GLC Coupe, GLE, GLE 
Coupe, GLS, G-Class, E-Class 
Wagon.  Their line of Electric ve-
hicles are: EQS, EQB SUV, EQS 
SUV, EQE SUV, and EQE. Maybach 
S-Class Maybach and GLS May-
bach.  Mercedes-Benz work trucks 
and vans can be customized for 
your business needs as well as the 
full line of Sprinter models. 
  After purchasing your Mercedes-
Benz the next step in the relation-
ship is with the Service 
Department. The highly qualified, 
factory-trained technicians are ded-
icated to providing customers with 
the most exceptional and profes-

sional service 
promptly. It’s their 
commitment to en-
sure your Mercedes-
Benz is always 
running safely and at 
peak performance 
levels. Technicians 
only use genuine 
OEM (Original 
Equipment Manufac-
turer) parts and al-
ways make sure your 
beloved Mercedes-
Benz is treated with 
the most tender loving care.  
  Service appointments can be 
made online at www.mbofsmith-
town.com  Hours are Monday-Fri-
day 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. and 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. There are also early-bird drop-
off and late-night pick-up times 
available. The luxurious customer 
lounge is equipped with Starbucks 
coffee, refreshments, Wi-Fi, and a 
boutique. If you don’t want to wait, 
you can enjoy other amenities such 
as Pickup and Drop-Off Service, 
Shuttle Service, or Complimentary 
Courtesy Vehicles. With every serv-
ice, your vehicle will receive a 
Complimentary Multi-Point Inspec-
tion, Fluid Top-Off, and Compli-
mentary Car Wash. Your car’s 
progress can be tracked in real-time 
while it is being serviced. 

  Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown be-
lieves in giving back to the com-
munity. Celebrate St. James is just 
one of their favorite organizations.  
They recognize the significance of 
community engagement and phi-
lanthropy. 
  Spring is the beginning of con-
vertible weather.  Think about sur-
prising Mom for Mother’s Day.  But 
plan ahead as Mercedes-Benz of 
Smithtown will be closed on Sun-
day, May 11th.   
  Merecedes-Benz of Smithtown 
would like to 
invite you  
into their  
dealership to 
become part  
of their family. 
 

Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown
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A R O U N D  T O W N

by Natalie Weinstein, President 
  On Tuesday, April 8, Celebrate  
St. James’ installation of officers by 
Smithtown Councilwoman Lynne 
Nowick was a happening! With de-
serts provided by Garguilo Bakery 
and Dirty Cheesecake, tulips in bud 
vases by Lake Avenue Florist and 
background music by Lou Mazzaf-
erro, the event was well received by 

the large crowd of attendees. The 
new administration is tasked with 
continuing the mission of Celebrate 
St. James to “preserve and celebrate 
St. James’ rich history and inspire 
an appreciation and knowledge of 
the arts in our community” as well 
as raising funds to turn the former 
Calderone Theatre into the St. James 
Community Cultural Arts Center, 

Theatre and Plaza. 
  On December 20, this past year, 
through Suffolk County grant fund-
ing given to the town of Smithtown, 
the town was able to purchase this 
historic building. The Celebrate or-
ganization will be paying rent of $1 
a year as tenants, however it is their 
responsibility to cover the cost of 
all renovations. This project began 
with the installation in March of a 
lift/elevator funded by a jumpS-
MART grant. The next phase will be 
the roof replacement and stage sta-
bilization which is hoped to be 
funded by a Gardiner Foundation 
grant. 
  Anyone interested in joining the 
exceptional volunteers who know 
how important a community center 
will be to our families and busi-
nesses, please contact us at 631-
984-0201 or 516-242-9242.

Celebrate St. James – Past-Present-Future
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Celebrating 25 Years of Service in St. James! 
Saint James Self Storage 

As a proud resident and business owner in St. James,  
our family is thrilled to commemorate our 25th anniversary.  

Over the years, we’ve had the privilege of serving our community  
with top-quality storage solutions,  

and we look forward to continuing this tradition for many more years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
We also take this moment to honor the memory of our dear friend, Bill Garthe.  

Bill’s unwavering dedication and tireless efforts  
have left an indelible mark on our community.  

His legacy inspires us daily to strive for excellence and serve with integrity. 
 

Join Us in Celebrating 25 Years! 
Our Anniversary Promotion for new tenants:  
No rent increase for at least one year! 

 
Visit us at 75 Arlington Avenue, Saint James, NY 11780 

For inquiries or to reserve a unit,  
call us at 631-584-4411 

 
Thank you for being a part of our journey.  

Here’s to many more years of serving the St. James community!  
Bernie & Eileen Quinn, 
Tiffany and Bernard, Jr. 
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The Right Agent Makes All The Difference.

Head of Harbor, NY

Stately Georgian-style Colonial set on 3.5 acres 
with a country club backyard. Featuring a grand 
main residence, a separate outer building and 
resort-style amenities including a saltwater 
pool, this estate offers unparalleled quality and 
sophistication. No expense was spared in this 
home. MLS# 843241. $2,599,000.

Nissequogue, NY

Set on 4+ acres with 970’ of waterfrontage 
along the River, this totally renovated home 
combines historic charm with modern elegance 
with a dock, and breathtaking water views. This 
property offers a rare lifestyle of serenity and 
sophistication. MLS# L3574321 $1,349,000.

Head of Harbor, NY

Beautifully updated country Colonial with 
timeless charm, featuring a renovated kitchen, 
elegant formal rooms, and a spacious primary 
suite. Set on 3.5 serene acres, the property 
includes a pool, stable, detached garage with 
guest space potential, and picturesque outdoor 
living. MLS# 809323. $1,349,000.

East Setauket, NY

Beautifully updated home combines timeless 
character with today’s conveniences. Located 
across from Setauket Harbor, it offers updated 
modern systems, and a detached Carriage 
House garage—all in a prime location with low 
taxes. MLS# 808906. $949,000.

Head of Harbor, NY

Gated 8,000 sq. ft. Estate on 2.4 manicured acres 
offers luxurious living with high-end custom 
features and an open floor plan. Designed for 
both relaxation and entertaining, the resort-style 
grounds include a pool, spa, fire pit, pool house, 
full bar, and endless amenities for the ultimate 
lifestyle experience. MLS# 847931. $2,699,000.

Nesconset, NY

Stunning 2-bedroom Townhome featuring 
high-end upgrades, elegant finishes, and a cozy 
living space with a fireplace. Located in a quiet 
community, it’s move-in ready and close to 
highways and LIRR. MLS# 847434. $550,000.

Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown, NY | 631.584.6600 
Stony Brook/Port Jefferson Office | 1067 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY | 631.689.6980 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

danielgale.com

Christa Glenn
Real Estate Salesperson
c.631.621.6763
christaglenn@danielgale.com
christaglenn.danielgale.com

Want to know the value of your 

home? Scan for information

Bonnie Glenn
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence
c.631.921.1494
bonnieglenn@danielgale.com
bonnieglenn.com

Now, more than ever, the expertise of a real estate professional 
matters in the sale or purchase of your home.

Thinking of selling? We have many qualified buyers looking. 

Call Christa & Bonnie to find out what your home is worth in today’s market. 

PENDING SALE

PENDING SALE
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“Bonnie and Christa did a fantastic job in preparing us and our house for selling. They worked 

with a professional photographer to present the house for its best showing. After living in our 

home for 45 years, it was difficult to mentally get us in the right frame of mind, but they helped 

us so much. The end result was that our house sold for $55,000 over the original listing and we 

had numerous offers. Two very professional realtors!” 

– Dennis Tarpey

Thinking of buying or selling? I'd love to help. 
Call me for a complimentary market analysis of your home.

C L I E N T  T E S T I M O N I A L

Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown, NY | 631.584.6600 

Stony Brook/Port Jefferson Office | 1067 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY | 631.689.6980 

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

danielgale.com

*Client testimonials reflect the unique experiences of individual clients and do not guarantee a similar outcome for everyone. 
Your results may differ depending on your specific circumstances and approach.

in the Smithtown Office

Congratulations to Bonnie Glenn on being 2024’s

Now, more than ever, the expertise of a 
real estate professional matters in the 

sale or purchase of your home.

Bonnie Glenn

Associate Real Estate Broker
c.631.921.1494
bonnieglen@danielgale.com
bonnieglenn.com Scan for more info

The Right Agent Makes All The Difference. 

#1 
Office Production Leader

#1 
Office Unit Leader

#1 
Office Listing Leader
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  Welcome to AJ's Garage,  
located at 356 Lake Avenue. AJ 
brings 15 years of experience and 
his dad, Leon, is a Master Me-
chanic with over 35 years of ex-
perience. "Friendly, professional 
service is our priority."  They do 
all levels of service and repair in-
cluding NY State inspections. Re-
member, oil changes are the key 
to vehicle longevity – 5,000 
miles has proven to be the 
healthiest interval. 

Saint James Chamber of Commerce Welcomes New Businesses

AJ Demir  
and his father Leon.

Pictured (left to right): Legislature Rob 
Trotta, Gina Ireland, Smithtown Highway 
Supervisor Robert Murphy, Town Council-
woman Lynne Nowick and State Senator 
Mario Mattera.  
 
  Welcome to Gina Ireland Interiors, lo-
cated at 438 Lake Avenue.  Gina Ireland, 
a celebrated New York interior designer 
with over 20 years of experience, is 
known for creating elegant, functional 
spaces. Her notable projects include Toast 
in Long Beach and The Waters Edge in 
Centerport. A member of the American 
Society of Interior Designers, Gina’s me-
ticulous attention to detail and refined 
taste distinguish her in the industry. Make 
sure to visit the store and see their incred-
ible display of gifts. 
 

Support Your 

Local  

Merchants

Sip Dine • Shop Local
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BBllaacckk  MMuullcchh  
$$55999999  

DDEELLIIVVEERREEDD  &&  IINNSSTTAALLLLEEDD  
55  yyaarrdd  mmiinniimmuumm  

663311--552255--00224466

MMuullcchh  KKiinngg  iiss  aa  ddiivviissiioonn  ooff  CCoommpplleettee  PPrrooppeerrttyy  CCaarree  LLaannddssccaappee  CCoommppaannyy  IInncc..

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED/INSURED #52570-H - RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

AASSKK  AABBOOUUTT  OOUURR  
OOTTHHEERR  SSEERRVVIICCEESS!!  

PPRRIIVVAACCYY  TTRREEEE  PPLLAANNTTIINNGG  
SSHHRRUUBB  &&  BBUUSSHH  TTRRIIMMMMIINNGG  
TTOOPP  SSOOIILL  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONN  

AANNYY  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  
SSEERRVVIICCEESS

//yyaarrdd
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  Girl Scout Troop 447 from Mills 
Pond Elementary recently visited 
East Coast Karate for a free personal 
safety seminar given by Sensei 
Gregg, Angelina, Gianna and Allie. 
  The Scouts learned about 
recognizing and avoiding danger-
ous situations as well as using the 
strikes, kicks, blocks and techniques 
they were taught to defend 
themselves. All the Scouts also 

brought non-perishable food items 
to be donated to St. Patricks Food 
Bank.  
  Upon completion of the seminar 
all the Scouts were awarded 
Achievement Patches for Safety & 
Self Defense and Community Serv-
ice. It was a fun and exciting semi-
nar while learning extremely 
important life saving skills.  
  Sensei Gregg provides free safety 

seminars for Girl & Boy Scouts all 
year long.  
  For more information call 631-
862-1400 or visit 
www.eastcoastkaratestjames.com

Girl Scouts  
Learn Self Defense 
at Safety Seminar

230 Lake ave., St. JameS, NY 11780 
631.862.7023 

Open 6 days a week: tues.-Fri. 9:30-7 • Sat. 9-6 • Sun. 9:30-5 • Closed mon.

Salon 230

Women’s Wash,  
Cut & Blowout  

$45.00

Clear Glaze  
and Blowout  

$50.00

Highlight  

$150.00 
Long Hair Extra

Brazilian Blowout  
Special  

$150.00

Large Selection of Wigs for your personal and medical hair loss needs 
Customized fitting in our private salon area

starting  
at

Let them know you’re here 

ADVERTISE 
in  

Our Town St. James

For information email us at 

info@ourtownstjames.com



– 21 –

OUR TOWN • MAY 2025



– 22 –

OUR TOWN • MAY 2025

A R O U N D  T O W N

To Our Community, 
  On February 26, 2025, members 
of St. James Fire Department’s En-
gine Company 1 officially retired 
their 1993 Pierce Lance fire engine 
after 32 years of dedicated service. 
Throughout its lifetime, this engine 
played a critical role in responding 
to countless emergencies – from 
routine fire alarms to major inci-
dents such as the 1995 wildfires 
and the unprecedented flooding 
that struck St. James on August 19, 
2024.  It has served as a lifeline to 
those in need, helping to protect 
lives and property in St. James, 
Head of the Harbor, and the Fair-
field Community. 
  Now, Engine Company 1 proudly 
welcomes its replacement, a state-
of-the-art 2024 Spartan Gladiator, 
pictured here alongside the ded-
icated members of the company.  
Members of this company stand 
ready to continue their  mission 

with the latest in firefighting tech-
nology and safety enhancements. 
This new addition will allow us to 
serve our community more effi-
ciently and effectively for years to 
come. 
  The members of Engine Company 
1 extend  our deepest gratitude to 
the Fire Commissioners, Chiefs, and 
everyone who played a role in mak-
ing this transition possible. Your 
support and dedication to the safety 
of our firefighters and the com-

munity do not go unnoticed. Most 
importantly, we want to thank our 
community for your continued sup-
port. 
  We look forward to seeing you 
out in the community and invite 
you to stop by the firehouse to see 
the new engines. Engine Company 
1 is honored to serve, and with this 
new addition, we are more pre-
pared than ever to answer the call. 
  Stay safe and thank you for your 
continued support!

Letter from the St. James Volunteer Fire Department 

sundanceswimmingpools.com 

631-862-1900
email: sunpool@optonline.net 

Suffolk License #10921HI • Nassau License #H280344

Imagine... 

A vacation-land 
right in  
your own backyard!

Wouldn’t it be nice to have a place  
to go where your whole family could  
relax and ease the tensions of life...?  
Without expensive vacation  
reservations and travel expenses?  
Since it is your family and  
your property we are talking about,  
you will want a quality installation by an experienced, reputable pool builder. Sundance will provide you 
with a durable, safe, easy to maintain swimming pool built just the way you like it.
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EXPERIENCE COUNTS  
DON’T LEAVE YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE TO CHANCE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1974

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE OFFERING SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES THROUGH CETERA ADVISOR NETWORKS LLC, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC,  
A BROKER/DEALER AND A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 

SOME ADVISORY SERVICES ALSO OFFERED THROUGH BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC., A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR. 
CETERA IS UNDER SEPARATE OWNERSHIP FROM ANY OTHER NAMED ENTITY.

BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 
A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR 
Integrity • Insight • Independence 
21 BENNETTS ROAD, SUITE 201 / SETAUKET, NEW YORK 11733 
631-979-6000 / FAX 631-979-6023 
www.branchfinancialsrvcs.com 

YOU CAN’T HUG AN 800 NUMBER™ 
HARLAN J. FISCHER AND MICHAEL J. BRESCIA

Investment Management • Mutual Funds  
Insurance • Retirement & Financial Planning
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by Amy Biondi 
  In a township where history is 
woven into its very fabric, the past 
and present have converged in a 
very special way. Our Town had the 
pleasure of sitting down with Nisse-
quoge Mayor Richard Bull Smith, 
who also has the distinction of 
being the newly appointed Town 
Historian for Smithtown.  
  Mayor Smith is a direct descen-
dent of the first Richard Bull Smith 
who arrived in America in 1635 
and founded Smithtown in 1665. 
He is also the ninth descendent to 
be named after him.  
  As the Town Historian he is now 
in the unique position of preserving 
the very story that began with his 
own ancestor. As he balances the 
responsibilities of governance with 
the duty of remembrance, his jour-
ney has certainly been an exciting 
one. 
  Richard Smith was born at 

Mather Hospital in Port Jefferson 
and spent most of his childhood in 
Nissequogue. He attended Sts. 
Philip and James Catholic School 
until eighth grade, a time which he 
remembers fondly, “That school and 
the values it taught me really laid 
the foundation of my life.” Though 
he planned to attend Saint An-
thony’s High School, his family re-
located upstate.  
  “My father was the Suffolk 
County Civil Defense Director and 
was named to that position by the 
first County Executive H. Lee Den-
nison. He held that position for 
years and there was a need for him 
at the state level.”  
  Despite the move, they would re-
turn frequently to see their family 
and friends that remained in the 
area.  
  Richard returned to Nissequogue 
permanently in 1983 at the age of  

continued on page 26 

Local Legends - Mayor Richard Bull Smith

FReNCH ameRiCaN 
– EstablishEd in 2002 – 

244 Lake aveNue, St. JameS, NY  •  (631) 584-5686 
viSit uS @ www.vOiLatHebiStRO.COm

fREE  
gLaSS OF  

wiNe 
with any meal 

Not to be combined 
with any other offer.   

expires 5/19/25.

10% Off  
eNtiRe  
CHeCk 

6 person maximum 
Not to be combined 
with any other offer.   

expires 5/19/25.

OPeN FOR LuNCH & DiNNeR 
SeRviNg LuNCH 

tuesday-Friday 11:30-2:00 
ala Carte or 3 Course Prix Fixe $29 

Re-OPeN FOR DiNNeR 
monday-Saturday 4:30-Closed 

3 Course Prix Fixe $39

iNSiDe / OutSiDe DiNiNg 
See OuR take Out meNu ONLiNe - www.vOiLatHebiStRO.COm

Sundays  
& Holidays 

Private Parties  
Only

Closed for Lunch 
monday  

& Saturday 
Open for Dinner 

4:30 Pm
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continued from page 24 
29, with the rest of his family fol-
lowing shortly thereafter.  
  “We never lost track of this area,” 
he said. “We loved Smithtown and 
even while away we always stayed 
connected. We always got the 
Smithtown News.” 
  Now in his 25th year as Mayor, 
Richard says his political aspirations 
started early. At just seven years old 
he took part in the unveiling of a 
monument at Smithtown Presbyte-
rian Church – the town’s first 
church – when he thought it might 
be nice to one day be Mayor like 
his father and do his part in keeping 
Nissequogue a beautiful place.  
  His father, Mayor Ned Smith, had 
a great impact on him and he 
ended up realizing that dream. He 
credits his father, along with his 
Uncle R.B. Smith, eighth of his 
name, and cousin Malcom Smith 
for being his greatest influences and 

major figures in his life. 
  Sometimes, being the direct de-
scendent of the town’s founder has 
its perks. In 1965, during Smith-
town’s 300th anniversary, ten-year-
old Richard was invited to ride a 
live bull down Main Street in the 
celebratory parade. “I was so ex-
cited. They brought the bull in from 
Kings Dairy in Elwood. A big black 
and white Holstein with two farm 
hands guiding it by the nose ring. 
When we got to the staging area, 
my mother took one look at the size 
of the bull, and she said, “You are 
walking! You are not getting up on 
that!” So Richard, clad in his full 
colonial garb had to settle for walk-
ing alongside the bull – a memory 
he treasures to this day. 
  Among his proudest accomplish-
ments as Mayor is working along-
side the dedicated team in the 
Village of Nissequogue.  

continued on page 28 

Mayor Richard Bull Smith

 

 

 

LAW OFFICE OF 
JOSEPH A. BOLLHOFER, P.C. 

Elder Law 
• 

Real Estate 
• 

Estate Planning and Administration 
Proudly Serving the Community Since 1985 

Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq. 
Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys  

(NAELA) 
Past President, Chamber of Commerce 

 
291 Lake Avenue 

St. James, NY 11780 
(631) 584-0100 

www.bollhoferlaw.com • info@bollhoferlaw.com

$5 OFF 
OIL CHANGE 

Expires 6/30/25 
Must be presented  

when dropping off vehicle.

ST. JAMES  
AUTOMOTIVE CENTER 

“Serving Your Community for Over 30 Years”

www.stjamesBP.com
525 N. Country Rd., St. James • 631-584-5798

bp

Formerly St. James Gulf 
Same HONEST Ownership 

Same GREAT Service 
Shop Hours:  

Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-5 PM 
Sat. 7 AM-3 PM

Invest In Your Community

http://www.bollhoferlaw.com
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ST. JAMES “HI-RANCH” E.QUOGUE LAND “CLOSE TO WATER”
Mint 4 BR, 2 bath Hi-Ranch 
with oak floors, Andersen 
thermopane windows, vinyl 
siding, gas hot air heat, cen-
tral AC, oak cabinets in 
kitchen, fenced rear yard, 1 
car attached garage, cul-de-
sac location, 200 amp elec-
tric, separate 40 gal hot water 
heater. Smithtown Schools.         
                                $599,000.

Two level third acre building 
lots with Health Dept ap-
proval for a five (5) BR home 
on each lot. No DEC or wet-
lands permits required. Lo-
cated in the Pine Neck 
Landing Homeowners Asso-
ciation with deeded access to 
private beach and marina 
with access to boat slips for each. Being sold as Buildable Lots, natural gas 
& public water in road. $1,325,000.

ST. JAMES “RENOVATED COLONIAL”
Totally renovated 2 BR, 1.5 
bath Ranch on .37 acre with 
detached 1 car garage, brand 
new Shaker style kitchen 
cabinets with quartz counter-
tops & SS appls, wood burn-
ing frplc, brand new natural 
gas HW heat, new insulation, 
new 150 amp electric, 
vaulted ceilings, open floor 
plan, LR/DR, deck, architec-
tural roof, separate 40 gal 
HW heater. Must see, close to town and low taxes. Appearance - Diamond.  

$649,900.

Totally renovated 3 BR, 2½ 
bath home on .25 acre, with 
Azek front and vinyl siding. 
Thermopane windows, archi-
tectural roof, covered front 
porch with Trex decking. 
Wide plank hardwood floors, 
brand new Shaker style 
kitchen cabinets and quartz 
counter tops with new SS appls. New LED hi-hat lighting, 2 new bathrooms, 
gas heat, Navien hot water, rear Trex deck. 200 AMP electric, blacktop drive-
way, unfinished basement. Whole house fan. Must see! $799,000.

MOUNT SINAI “ELEGANT POST MODERN 
WITH WATERVIEWS”

SAYVILLE “EXPANDED CAPE”

Diamond++ brick Colonial, 
quality thru-out. Custom 
moldings, hardwood floors & 
High ceilings (9', 11’ & 18') 
Grand 2 story entry foyer, 
large gourmet EIK w/granite, 
maple cabs & SS appls. First 
floor primary suite, FLR & DR 
w/frplc. Home office w/private 
entrance. 4 BRs, 3 full baths, 
2 half baths. full basement, 
low line septic. Two 275 gal 
oil tanks. Andersen thermopane windows w/transom windows. CAC, 200-
amp electric w/generator hook up only, hydronic heating. 3 car side entry 
garage. One level acre, large Koi pond w/2 waterfalls, cul-de-sac. Must see!  

$1,755,000.

Diamond updated & ex-
panded Cape with 3 BRs & 1 
full bath, covered front porch, 
oversized 2.5+ detached ga-
rage w/loft, hot & cold water 
& electric. white Shaker style 
cabinets w/quartz tops & SS 
appls, gas cooking, ceramic 
tile, wood floors & LVT floor-
ing. National Grid gas frplc in step down den w/high ceilings, ceiling fan & 
skylight. Two first floor BRs & full bathroom w/shower tub combination. Open 
DR, large primary BR upstairs w/built-ins & closets. Rear deck w/semi in-
ground salt water pool. Partial basement w/laundry, 150 amp electric, Weil 
McClain oil furnace, public water. IG sprinklers. architectural roof, vinyl sid-
ing, Andersen windows, BB lined driveway. Thru wall AC units. Fenced rear 
yard. $695,000.

STONY BROOK “MEDICAL OFFICE CONDO”
Prestigious brick building in 
Medical Park. Former Peri-
odontist office, includes all 
equipment & furniture. 3 
exam rooms, office & lab 
room. 1.5 baths. Full base-
ment, part finished. Gas heat, 
CAC, Ample parking. Dia-
mond condition.      $329,000.

SAYVILLE “CONTEMPORARY HOME”
Custom built, builder’s own 4 
BR, 3 bath Contemporary 
Home on 1/3 acre with 
vaulted & cathedral ceilings, 
Covered front porch, archi-
tectural roof, Andersen win-
dows, oil hot water heat & 
central AC, first floor large 
primary en-suite with high 
ceilings, WIC & ample closets. Oversized 2 car garage, rear deck, wood 
burning frplc, FDR, FLR, 200 amp electric, generator hookup, two 275 gallon 
oil tanks in bsmt. Full basement, partial crawl. BB lined driveway. $849,000.

VIEW US AT: WWW.DEBARB.COM

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS

DeBarbieri  Associates, Inc. 

406 NO. COUNTRY RD. 
ST. JAMES, NY 11780                                     631-862-7447

Your Real Estate Professionals Since 1960

ST. JAMES “RENOVATED RANCH”

LISTED & 

IN CONTRACT

LISTED & 

IN CONTRACT

SOLD
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continued from page 26 
  “We have a great team of qual-
ified people who focus on public 
safety and making life as enjoyable 
as possible for the village residents 
and guests. It doesn’t happen by ac-
cident. A lot of work goes in behind 
the scenes.”  
  He also takes great pride in being 
a 41-year member of the Nisse-
quogue Fire Department.  
  “We are a small village, but the 
fact that we have such an energetic 
Fire Department of very qualified 
firefighters and ambulance person-
nel is remarkable and a real tes-
timony to the spirit of 
volunteerism.”  
  Under his leadership, the Village 
Hall and Firehouse underwent 
much needed expansions – all 
without raising taxes. It’s a testa-
ment to both fiscal responsibility 
and cooperative governance, 
though Richard is quick to credit 

the people around him and believes 
it to be a group effort of commit-
ment to safety, community and 
quality of life. 
  Now, as Town Historian, Richard 
steps into the very big shoes of his 
good friend Brad Harris, a profes-
sional historian and former history 
teacher who held the position for 
47 years.  
  “I’ll never be able to do the job 
that Brad did, but I will do my best. 
It’s quite an honor and I have a 
great affinity for not only local his-
tory but national history as well.” 
  Richard receives requests from all 
over, even other states, from people 
who have links to Smithtown and 
want to learn more about their 
family history. He helps people re-
connect with their past in a most re-
warding way and has made some 
unexpected discoveries in history 
that have delighted the folks want-
ing to learn more about their ances-

tors. 
  When asked what the most spe-
cial historical moment for Smith-
town was, he doesn’t hesitate.  
  “The expansion of the railroad! It 
brought the world to Smithtown 
and Saint James. It was the single 
most transformative event in the 
town’s history. Before that there 
would be days – long buggy trips or 
ferry rides to get to New York City. 
When the railroad arrived in 1872, 
Smithtown Township was trans-
formed. Prior to that, it had been a 
fairly isolated and self-sufficient 
farming community.” 
  As the town’s historian there are 
things he wished everyone knew 
about Smithtown.  
  “If people only knew the horrors 
of the British Occupation after the 
Battle of Long Island. The British 
were spread out across the eastern 
seaboard, but it was the atrocities  

continued on facing page 

Mayor Richard Bull Smith

ST JAMES RESIDENTS  

ENJOY SPARKLING POOLS WITHOUT THE HASSLE!  
 

NORTHWAY POOLS OFFERS  
• Reliable Professional  
• Pool Cleaning & Maintenance 
• Opening & Closing Services 
• Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly  
• Vacuum Service 
• All Repairs & Renovations 

 CALL  
631-862-8925 

OR EMAIL  
Northwaypools@gmail.com 

Lifetime St James Resident  
With 30 Years Plus Experience 
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continued 
that occurred specifically in Smith-
town that led directly to the forma-
tion of the first 8 articles of the US 
Constitution. All are a direct bear-
ing and result of the occupation on 
Long Island where it was the most 
severe. Most of the eligible young 
men had fled to Connecticut shore 
and would come back to engage in 
guerilla raids. It was the old men 
and women and children who suf-
fered greatly. The British would 
break in and take all provisions. The 
occupation was a particularly hard 
time for Long Island. Survival was a 
miracle. Smithtown lived it.” 
  Looking ahead to the 250-year 
anniversary of the United States 
next year, Richard and the Smith-
town Township Historical Advisory 
Committee are planning town wide 
events he hopes will be entertaining 
as well as illustrative of our town’s 
history to celebrate this event. He is 
working on having a play created 
for one of the local theaters depict-
ing the British Occupation. In ad-
dition, they are looking to stage a 
recreation of the Battle of Fort Sa-
longa with Callahan’s Beach as a 
possible location. A townwide art 
contest with a Revolutionary theme 
is also being planned.  
  Even beyond his official roles, 
Richard’s dedication spans other 
facets of community life. Strength-
ening his civic bonds even further, 
he is on the board of the Smithtown 
Historical Society, is a longtime 
member of the Rotary Club, and is 
also on the Executive Board for the 
Suffolk Count Village Officials Asso-
ciation. But what he really likes to 
do is get out in front of school kids 
to talk about the history of Long Is-
land and specifically Smithtown, 
from its Native American roots up 
to the present. He feels educating 
the young kids may spark an inter-
est in them to one day become in-
volved in supporting the town and 
its local history. 
  And yet, for all he knows, there 
are still questions from the past that 
leave him wanting for answers. 

Asked what he would ask his ances-
tor if given the chance, “I would 
want to know what community in 
England he came from and who his 
parents were.The original Richard 
Bull Smith was thought to come 
from Yorkshire, but it is not known 
what community he hailed from. If I 

knew I would get right on a plane 
and go over there to research him 
and his family further. He was born 
in 1613 and, in all likelihood, he 
was a the second, third or fourth 
son. At that time in England the first 
son would inherit everything. The  

continued on page 53 
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by Scott Posner 
  My ambition is to one 
day write a children’s 
book entitled “Chloe-
Chloe SuperStarr” based 
on my superwoman 
niece, Chloe Starr. 
Chloe is a fourth genera-
tion Saint James res-
ident. Her great 
grandparents, Andy and 
Marie Fiorillo, first 
moved here in the 
1950’s where they built 
a house on 6th street. 
Her grandparents, Ralph 
and Joan Fiorillo, raised 
their 3 children, Vanessa 
Starr, Debby Posner and 
Tracy Childress in Saint 
James. Chloe’s parents, 
Vanessa and Jeff Starr, 
met at Smithtown High School East 
where they both graduated in 1979. 
Ralph’s sister Nancy Lamiroult also 
raised her four children, Paul, 
Laura, Randy and Raymond in Saint 
James. 
  Chloe is the middle of 3 children. 
Like her parents, Chloe and her two 
brothers, Tyler and Trent, graduated 
from Smithtown East. Her aunt 
Debby Posner and her cousins Re-

becca and Julianna Posner, also at-
tended Smithtown East. Chloe was 
raised in a sports minded family. 
Her mom continues to play tennis 
and her dad was recognized in the 
Smithtown Sports Hall of Fame for 
his years on the football and basket-
ball teams. Chloe’s passion from the 
age of 4 was always soccer. She 
possessed incredible skills and de-
spite her very slight frame she ex-

celled due to tremen-
dous speed and field vi-
sion. While we sat on 
the sidelines fearing for 
her safety, let me again 
stress how tiny she was. 
She attacked the game 
as if she was much 
larger. Chloe always 
tended to face things in 
a fearless manner. 
  After graduating from 
Smithtown East in 2009 
she attended Wake For-
est University where 
she graduated in 2013. 
She went on to earn a 
Doctorate in physical 
therapy from Touro 
University where she 
graduated with honors. 
She then embarked on 

a life following her passion while 
also chasing adventure. 
  Travel has always been an excit-
ing source of adventure and her list 
of places visited is nothing short of 
staggering. Her grandfather, Ralph, 
was part of the Explorers Club. He 
also wrote an autobiography en-
titled “No Time to Get Bored” and 
Chloe is sure living that type of life. 

continued on page 32 

A Product of St. James
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Natalie Weinstein Design Associates 
459 LAKE AVENUE • ST. JAMES, NY 11780 • 631.862.6198 

FAX 631.862.7834 • WWW.NATALIEWEINSTEIN.COM 
 

From Montauk to Manhattan,  
from renovation through decoration, 

our firm has been the go-to destination since 1973.  

For a personal 
in home consultation with Natalie 

contact us at 631.862.6198.  

Integrity – Quality – Mindful of Your Time & Budget

Master Class 
Gift Certificates 

available 
for Mother’s DayNatalie Weinstein,  

ASID Allied  
 Interior Designer,  
Author, Columnist,  

Motivational Speaker, 
Media Personality

Learn, have fun, and meet people just like you who LOVE decorating! 
Including field trips to sources! 
 • History of desgn styles and how they apply today     • Lighting 
 • Clutter control & organization tools                          • Accessorizing  
 • Space planning & visualization                                 • Kitchens & baths 
 • Color & color schemes                                              • Budgets 
 • Paint & wallpaper                                                      • Designing from the floor up 

For more information call 631-862-6198 (office) • 516-242-9242 (cell) or Email: info@natalieweinstein.com 

Fee: $495 per attendee  
for all 10 sessions 

Location: 459 Lake Ave., St. James  
(Limited Seating) 

Time: Wednesdays 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
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continued from page 30 
 The apple did not fall far from that 
tree. BIG breath in as I try to list all 
of her destinations at once; Israel, 
Scotland, Portugal, Spain, The Neth-
erlands, Australia, New Zealand, 
Fiji, England, France, Germany, 
Austria, Norway, Peru, Columbia, 
Morocco, Mexico, Iceland, Croatia, 
Ireland, Japan, Taiwan, Bali and is 
leaving for Patagonia, Chile and Ar-
gentina in just days! 
  Chloe found tremendous satisfac-
tion from her years playing compet-
itive soccer and missed the 
challenge and team aspects of the 
sport. Remember how we were 
scared for tiny Chloe’s safety when 
she played soccer as a child? Boy, 
have times changed. Chloe has be-
come a competitor in Olympic 
Weightlifting events. She has com-
peted twice in a national competi-
tion, the Arnold Sports Festival in 
Ohio, and numerous local events. 

She enjoys the team aspect of the 
sport, the coaching and the chal-
lenge to constantly improve herself. 
She continues to inspire us with her 
accomplishments, bravery, deter-
mination and dedication. Seeing 
how much weight Chloe is capable 
of hurtling above her head in a sin-
gle motion will prevent me from 
ever arguing with her! 
  In 2020 Chloe opened The Phys-
ioLab NYC in Greenwich Village, 
Manhattan. The Lab, as it is known, 
focuses on 1 on 1 physical therapy 
and strength training. Chloe enjoys 
the community she has created at 
the Lab where patients and 
members become part of a like-
minded family. She designed The 
Lab to be a place where people feel 
safe, are able to push their bodies 
and learn more about any ailments 
they may encounter. It 
is also a community where 
members can push each other to 

greater accomplishments. Her 
greatest reward is seeing the posi-
tive impact she has on the lives of 
her patients and members. She 
treats athletes of all levels including 
some very notable and accom-
plished ones. 
  In pursuing her passion, Chloe 
recently purchased a country retreat 
in Claryville, NY which will be her 
weekend Fortress of Solitude to re-
charge and spend time in nature. 
Chloe has accomplished so much 
and we all know there is even more 
to come. Her best advice is: “Sur-
rounding yourself with supportive 
humans will help you accomplish 
anything.” 
  For more information visit 
www.thephysiolabnyc.com 
 
If you know of someone with a 
good story that has roots in Saint 
James please submit your article to 
info@ourtownstjames.com

A Product of St. James
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Dear Friends,  
  On behalf of the Saint James 
Chamber of Commerce, I would 
like to express our sincere gratitude 
for your participation in the Saint 
Patrick's Day Parade. We were 
thrilled to see such a great turnout 
and to witness the enthusiasm that 
filled the streets.   
  We are incredibly honored to 
have had Smithtown Superintend-
ent of Highways Robert Murphy as 
our Grand Marshal. His leadership 
and commitment to our community 
are an inspiration to us all. We were 

thrilled to have him lead the parade 
and kick off the festivities.   
  We would also like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to all the partici-
pants, and volunteers, who worked 
tirelessly to make this event pos-
sible. Your dedication and hard 
work are truly appreciated, and we 
could not have done it without you.   
  Congratulations to our 2025 St. 
Patrick’s Day parade Princes and 
Princesses: Caiden Drain, Raymond 
Sgambati, Lucia Sgambati, Adam 
Bartz, Ross Kenny, Jaxon Kenny, 
Layla Kenary, Grace O’Hara, Noah 

Lohsen, Cooper Lohsen, Aidan 
Duval, Hannah Duval, Madison 
Hartill, Harper Lohman, and Leah 
Datillo. 
  The parade was a tremendous 
success, and it is all thanks to the 
support and participation of our 
wonderful community. We were 
thrilled to see so many families, 
friends, and neighbors coming  
together to celebrate this joyous  
occasion.   
  Thank you once again for your 
support, and we look forward to  

continued on following page 

St. James  
Puts On  

The Green
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continued 
seeing you at our next event. Your involve-
ment and participation make our com-
munity a vibrant and thriving place to live, 
work, and play.   Sincerely,   

Kathy Weber President,  
Saint James Chamber of Commerce 

 
continued on page 36
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Photos courtesy of Rich Balter Photography
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ST. JAMES JEWELRY 
S H O P P E
483 Lake Avenue, St. James, NY 11780 

631-862-6775 
www.stjamesjewelry.com 

Open Wednesday-Friday 10-5 •  Saturday 10-4  • Closed Sunday-Tuesday 

LENNY  
the Jeweler 

40 YEARS OF  
EXPERIENCE

Follow Us On

MEMBER OF THE  
ST. JAMES  
CHAMBER  

OF COMMERCE 

Bill Garthe   
A legacy of 

kindness, dedication and service 
that shaped “our town” 

 for generations. 
 

You will always be remembered.

Your Trusted St. James Jewelry for Over 40 Years... 
specializing in Custom Design & Expert Jewelry Repair 

ALL WORK DONE ON PREMISES 

GOLD •  DIAMONDS •  SILVER •  WATCH BATTERIES
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  Ralph Fiorillo, born in 1934 in 
Brooklyn, NY moved to Saint James 
with his family in the early 1950’s 
while attending Adelphi University 
and NYU. As a summer job, Ralph 
headed up the Town of Smithtown 
lifeguard program for all the town 
beaches. After meeting his late wife, 
Joan, of Queens, in the pool at 
Adelphi they decided to marry after 
college and settle in St. James to 
raise their family. Retired from the 
Fire and Safety Industry, Ralph al-
ways had a passion for exploration 
and travel. Ralph currently lives in 
Bonita Springs, Florida and stays ac-
tive with tennis three times a week, 
biking and walking.  
  John Loret, born in 1928, grew 
up in Brooklyn, NY before moving 
to Roslyn, NY. He was a well re-
spected marine biologist, explorer 
and professor of Queens College 
and best friends with Ralph. John 
spent his later years at the Science 
Museum of LI before passing in 
2010.  
  Fulmar – a boat made by high 
school students from an East New 
York vocational school was to be 
used to teach sailing at Camp St. 
Regis in East Hampton.  
 

Sailing The Fulmar  
as told by Ralph Fiorillo  

  In June of 1953, John Loret and I 
set sail on what would become one 
of the most challenging and exhila-
rating journeys of our lives. Our 
destination was East Hampton, 
Long Island, where we had summer 
jobs lined up at a boys’ and girls’ 
camp – John as the waterfront di-
rector and me as his assistant. But 
first, we had to get there. And in-
stead of taking the easy route by 
train or car, we decided to sail the 
Fulmar, a 24-foot wooden ketch 
with no engine, from Gravesend 
Bay in Brooklyn all the way to Sag 
Harbor.  
  We set out in the early morning 
mist around 4:00 AM, the sky still 
dark, the air damp and heavy. The 
Atlantic Ocean lay ahead, vast and 
unpredictable, and without modern 
navigation, we relied solely on 

charts, a compass, and our in-
stincts. Even under the best con-
ditions, this was no small 
undertaking – a 110-mile journey in 
a small, engine-less boat, entirely at 
the mercy of wind and tide. But we 
were young, adventurous, and 
eager to prove ourselves.  
 

A Rough Start  
  The first day was grueling. By 
nightfall, we had only made it to 
Jones Inlet, far short of our goal. 
Worse yet, we had unknowingly 
sailed too far out to sea, forcing us 
to tack northeast in hopes of reach-
ing a sheltered inlet before the 
weather turned.  
  Our luck ran out quickly. A sud-
den squall rolled in, the wind howl-

ing and the sea rising angrily 
around us. With John at the helm, I 
scrambled to reef the sails, tight-
ening them to stabilize the boat. In 
my haste, I nearly went overboard. 
A fall into the raging sea could have 
meant disaster, but I managed to 
hold on, heart pounding, hands 
shaking from the cold and adrena-
line.  
  John studied the charts and 
spotted a flashing buoy about a 
thousand feet ahead. If we could 
just reach it, we could tie up and 
wait out the storm. As we ap-
proached, the Fulmar pitched vio-
lently, the buoy bobbing wildly in 
the churning water. I stood at the 
bow, rope in hand, waiting for the  

continued on page 40 

An Adventure Aboard the Fulmar Sailboat

 
 
 

Sailing the Fulmar  
in 1953.
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Four Generations of Hope,
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Let Our Family, Serve Yours.
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Funeral Directors Spanning
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continued from page 38 
perfect moment. One shot. I swung 
the line, lassoed the buoy, and tied  
us up. We were safe – for now.  
  Exhausted, drenched, and starv-
ing, we collapsed into the tiny 
cuddy cabin, barely able to move. 
A tuna fish sandwich and slugs of 

cider served as our meager supper. 
Cramped in the low-ceilinged 
space, we peeled off our wet 
clothes and tried to warm up. Even-
tually, the boat’s violent rocking set-
tled, and we crawled back on deck. 
The sky had cleared, revealing a 
stunning red sunset, the old sailor’s 

promise of good weather ahead. 
  “Red sky at night, sailor’s de-
light,” I muttered. We desperately 
needed it. 
 

Into the Great South Bay  
  The next morning, 4:30 AM 
sharp, we were back at it. After un-
tying from our life-saving buoy and 
shaking out the sails, we caught a 
favorable wind and made good 
time. The day turned beautiful, with 
calm waters and clear skies as we 
sailed into the Great South Bay.  
  We passed oyster boats, 
clammers, and ferries, their cap-
tains calling out well wishes as they 
worked the waters between Long Is-
land and Fire Island. The bay was 
stunning – lined with yachts, fishing 
boats, and summer homes – but it 
also hid shallow sandbars that 
could trap a keel like ours in an in-
stant.  
  And then, it happened.  
  Without warning, the Fulmar 
lurched to a dead stop, throwing 
John and me forward. We had run 
aground.  
  Leaping into the knee-deep 
water, we pushed, rocked, and 
shoved, but the boat wouldn’t 
budge. The keel was stuck deep in 
the mud. We tried everything until, 
finally, after one last desperate 
heave, the Fulmar broke free – 
without us on board.  
  Now we had a new problem: our 
boat was drifting away with the 
tide, leaving us stranded in the bay.  
  We looked at each other. No 
time to panic – we swam after it.  

continued on facing page 

The Fulmar Sailboat

Siding 
Insulated Vinyl Siding 

Imitation Wood Shakes 
Soffits & Fascia 

Gutters & Leaders 
Entryways

Windows 
Vinyl Replacements 

Bays & Bows 
Specialty Shapes 

Double Hung 
Casements

Roofing 
Complete Replacement 

Re-Shingling 
Repairs 
Flashing

Ralph and John in their later years.
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continued 
Kicking hard, we caught up, scram-
bled aboard, and dropped anchor 
to avoid repeating that mess. Lesson  
learned: throw out the anchor be-
fore jumping in the water.  
  Unfortunately, we had to learn 
that lesson five more times before 
escaping the shallow waters of Mo-
riches Bay.  
 

The Shinnecock Canal Challenge 
  As we neared the Shinnecock 
Canal, one of our biggest concerns 
loomed ahead. The narrow, 200-
foot-wide channel funneled water 
at a fierce six miles per hour – far 
too strong for us to sail against. 
Without an engine, we were at its 
mercy. 
  To make matters worse, storm 
clouds rolled in. The wind picked 
up, the sky darkened, and thunder 
rumbled in the distance. We had no 
choice but to drop our sails and an-
chor at the mouth of the canal, 
hoping for a break.  
  That break came in the form of a 
small motorboat, piloted by a man 
and his son. Seeing our predica-
ment, they towed us to their dock, 
where they fed us, let us shower, 
and gave us a warm meal – a kind-
ness we would never forget. The 
next morning, they towed us 
through the canal and into the 
Great Peconic Bay, waving us off as 
the sun rose on a perfect sailing 
day.  
 

The Final Stretch  
  With the wind at our stern, we 
sailed butterfly – one sail out to 
port, one to starboard – cruising to-
ward Sag Harbor at top speed. As 
we rounded Hog Neck, the harbor 
came into view.  
  We cheered.  
  We had made it! Sag Harbor, a 
historic whaling town, welcomed 
us after our improbable journey. But 
we had one last leg to go – sailing 
the final stretch to East Hampton, 
where we would begin our summer 
jobs at camp.  
  We arrived one week before 
opening day, just as planned. Our 

journey, which had felt nearly im-
possible at times, was now another 
incredible story to tell.  
  We had sailed 110 miles with no 
engine, no modern navigation, and 
barely enough food. We had faced 
storms, groundings, exhaustion, and 
near disaster. But we had also seen 

sunrises on open water, sailed 
alongside fishermen in the Great 
South Bay, and felt the pure thrill of 
the wind carrying us forward. 
  Looking back, were we brave or 
just crazy? Maybe both. But one 
thing was certain – we had done it. 

631-387-2156 
SqueakyCleanLI.com 

PO Box 151, St. James • Licensed & Fully Insured

EXTERIOR 
CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

Roof Cleaning 
No Pressure, Safe Foam Process Removal of  

black/green algae stains, moss and lichen. 

Pressure Washing/Softwashing 
Siding, Decks, Patios, Fences 

Paver Restorations 
Cleaning, Polymeric Re-Sanding, Sealing 

Gutter Maintenance 
Cleaning, Leaf Guards
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by Irma Gurman 
  Several years ago, we spent three 
weeks in Southeast Asia. We spent 
five days in Cambodia, two weeks 
in Thailand and a week in Viet 
Nam.  
  Angor Wat (meaning temple of 
Angor), the Buddhist shrine built by 
King Jayavarman VII (1181-1221) 
was abandoned in the 15th century. 
The main temple walls are covered 
with carvings representing the 
Hindu gods. We then visited Ta 
Prohm, ruins overgrown with the 
roots of trees growing 
through the structures. Ta 
Prohm was filmed in the 
Tomb Raider movie.  
  The Kmer Rouge ruled 
Cambodia from 1975 to 
1979.  Many of its people 
were injured by stepping on 
land mines which still exist 
to this day, and we saw 
many people who were mis-
sing limbs. 
  In Bangkok, Thailand’s 
Grand Palace sparkles with 
colored glass that reflects the 
sun. Its spires form a breath-
taking fairyland. 
  We sailed on the Chao 

Praya River’s Floating Market, 
which is lined with hundreds of 
homes constructed on stilts.  Ven-
dors in boats sold every kind of 
fruit, vegetable and merchandise. 
We sampled the rambutan which  
looks like a hairy strawberry and 
the durian which “tastes like 
heaven and smells like hell.” The  
Reclining Buddha at Wat Po meas-
ures 150 feet long! We counted 
over 100 monkeys at Lop buri 
Stone Temple. One of them bit off 
the little cotton puff on my sock 

and shared it with his friends! 
  In Chang Mai we visited the 
Wiang Tan elephant hospital. Veteri-
narians were fitting one elephant 
who had lost a foot when she  
stepped on a land mine. They in-
jected a sick elephant and we 
watched as tears ran down her face!  
We also took a tuk tuk ride to the 
night market  and my friend bravely 
ate a fried grasshopper!  
  At the Maesa Elephant Camp we 
saw a demonstration of how the 
animals are used as work animals, 

then rode one through the 
jungle. One frisky elephant 
grabbed a bunch of bana-
nas right out of my hand! 
The elephants played soc-
cer, and made “master-
pieces” by holding a brush 
in their trunks. Of course, 
we bought one. 
  The Hmong live in hilltop 
villages near the Burmese 
border where they make 
beautiful hemp and batik 
clothing. They believe in 
spirits and have a shaman, 
but many of them have 
converted to Christianity.  

continued on page 44 

Journey Through Southeast Asia
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NNOOWW  IISS  TTHHEE  TTIIMMEE  TTOO  SSEEEEDD,,  SSEEEEDD,,  SSEEEEDD!!!!

AAEERRAATTIIOONN  NNAATTIIOONN

$$2277550000

GGEETT  YYOOUURR  LLAAWWNN  
LLOOOOKKIINNGG  GGRREEEENN  AAGGAAIINN!!!!!!  

AAeerraattiioonn  &&  SSeeeedd  SSppeecciiaall

663311--552255--00224466

AAeerraattiioonn  NNaattiioonn  iiss  aa  ddiivviissiioonn  ooff  CCoommpplleettee  PPrrooppeerrttyy  CCaarree  LLaannddssccaappee  CCoommppaannyy  IInncc..

FREE ESTIMATES - LICENSED/INSURED #52570-H - RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

AASSKK  AABBOOUUTT  OOUURR  
OOTTHHEERR  SSEERRVVIICCEESS!!  

PPRRIIVVAACCYY  TTRREEEE  PPLLAANNTTIINNGG  
SSHHRRUUBB  &&  BBUUSSHH  TTRRIIMMMMIINNGG  
TTOOPP  SSOOIILL  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONN  
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SSEERRVVIICCEESS
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BBLLAACCKK  MMUUCCHH  
$$6600  YYAARRDD  

DDEELLIIVVEERREEDD  &&  
IINNSSTTAALLLLEEDD  
BBOOOOKK  NNOOWW!!
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Journey Through Southeast Asia

(631) 708-5361

https://harborclosetravel.com
Email: johnhenry@harborclosetravel.com

Family Trips - Reunions - Groups
Caribbean - Europe - Worldwide
Fully Guided Tours or Independent
Cruises - Flights - Cars - Hotels
Tickets - Activities - Shows - Travel Insurance

of St. James

continued from page 42 
The children are curious, friendly 
and so adorable. 
  In  beautiful Viet Nam we cruised 
Halong Bay, visited the caves and 
ate an elegant gourmet meal on 
board. Then on to Hanoi where we 
attended a water puppet perform-
ance and bought some needlepoint 
at the Center for Handicapped 
Children whose employees were 
born with birth defects caused by 
Agent Orange. We visited the Ho 
Chi Minh Complex and the One 
Pillar Pagoda, walked around the 
lake with its lovely swan boats,  
wandered for hours in the Old 
Quarter and visited the Ethnology 
Museum.  
  Here is a painting that I made of 
a street vendor in the Old Quarter.  

  “The world is a book and those  
who do not travel read only one 
page” – Augustine of Hippo 
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Most Credit Cards Accepted  Licensed & Insured    Nassau Lic #H044534000  Suffolk Lic #47713­H  NYC Consumer Affairs Lic #1360201   2000 © All Rights Reserved, Closet by Design, Inc.

Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets, 
Home Office, Pantries, Laundries, 
Wall Beds, Wall Units, Hobby 
Rooms, Garage Flooring 
and more...

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate 

800­293­3744  

Locally Owned and Operated! 
Follow us

Imagine your home, 
totally organized!

OT

$300 Off 

        Plus Free 
  Installation

Terms and Conditions: $300 off any 
order of $1198 or more, $200 off any 
order of $998­$1198 or $100 off any 
order of $698­$998, on any complete 
custom closet, garage, or home office 
unit. Not valid with any other offer. 
Free installation with any complete 
unit order of $600 or more. With in­
coming order, at time of purchase 
only. Expires in 30 days. Offer not 
valid in all regions.

Colleen has been 
a professional de­
signer for over a 
decade. She is a 
member of the 
American Society 
of Interior De­
signers (ASID). As 
a Senior Design 
Consultant, she 
has helped hun­
dreds of families 
across Long Island 
with their home 
organizing needs. 
Colleen finds it most rewarding to help her 
neighbors in our town. She has lived in  
St. James since 1993 and raised her five children 
here. 

Virtual Design Services Available

Colleen Caemmerer, 
owner.

 12 Month Interest 
Free Financing  

Available! 
With approved credit. Call or ask your designer for details.
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2 Flowerfield, Suite 6 & 9 
St. James 11780 

Online, in-studio and  
plein-air classes 

Visit our website at  
www.atelierflowerfield.org 

Ph: 631-250-9009  
The Atelier at Flowerfield is a  

non-profit 501(c)3 organization.  
Gallery Hours: 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
CURRENT EXHIBITION 

Through May 22 
Inside and Outside the Box 

by Dino Rinaldi 
 

UPCOMING EXHIBITION 
June 5-July 31 

Atelier Showcase 
(Student and Instructor Show) 

 
SPRING 11 SESSION 

APRIL 28-MAY 24  
SPRING III SESSION 

MAY 27-JUNE 28  
SUMMER I SESSION 
JULY 7-AUGUST 2 

 
FOR KIDS 

Kids One Day Workshop 
“Happy Mother’s Day Painting” 
Hosted by Linda Catucci 
Saturday, May 10,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
$55.00 pp. Materials included  
 
Kids Museums On the Go Program 
“Mad Science – Optical Illusions 
with the Long Island Steam Group” 
Hosted by Linda Catucci 
Saturday, May 31,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
$55.00 pp. Materials included  
 
Kids One Day Workshop 
“Happy Father’s Day Painting” 
Hosted by Linda Catucci 
Saturday, June 14,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
$55.00 pp. Materials included  

 
Kids Museums On the Go Program 
“Go Wild About Llamas  
with the Suffolk County Farm & 
Education Center” 
Hosted by Linda Catucci 
Saturday, June 21,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
$55.00 pp. Materials included  
 

WORKSHOPS  
Artists One Day Workshop 
“Paint a Bouquet of Flowers”  
Instructed by Beth Drucker 
Saturday, May 3, 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
$95.00 pp. Materials included  

 
CLASS OFFERINGS  

Still Life Drawing and Painting, ON-
LINE CLASS – Bill Graf – All Levels 
Mondays, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Painting with Pastels IN-STUDIO – 
Jane McGraw-Teubner – All Levels 
Monday, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Basic Watercolor, IN-STUDIO – 
Elizabeth Fusco - All levels 
Mondays, 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Oil: Light, Color & Composition 
IN-STUDIO – Randall DiGiuseppe 
– All levels 
Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Mastering Watercolor, IN-STUDIO  
– Bill Graf – All Levels 
Tuesdays, 2:00-5:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class  
 
Foundational Drawing & Painting, 
IN-STUDIO – Randall DiGiuseppe 
High School and up 
Tuesdays 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 12:30-3:30 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Portrait Drawing & Painting, IN-
STUDIO – Bill Graf – All Levels 

Wednesdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $70.00/class 
includes model fee 
 
Drawing & Painting, IN-STUDIO – 
Bill Graf – All Levels 
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
Wednesdays, 2:00-5:00 p.m., 
Wednesdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Narrative Illustration, IN-STUDIO 
– Jonathan Horn – All Levels 
Wednesdays, 6:00-8:030 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Anatomy to Anime, IN-STUDIO – 
Jenny Kim – All Levels 
Ages 13 to 16 
Thursdays, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $50.00/class 
 
Life Drawing, IN-STUDIO –  
Randall DiGiuseppe – All Levels 
Under 18 parental permission  
required 
Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program $70.00/class  
includes model fee 
 
Landscape & Seascape Painting,  
IN-STUDIO – Anthony Davis –  
All Levels 
Fridays 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program $65.00/class 
 
Graphic Novel and  
Genre Illustration – ONLINE – 
James Beihl – All Levels  
Fridays, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program, $65.00/class 
 
Youth Art and Art History Program 
–  IN-STUDIO – Linda Catucci 
Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Multi-Week Program $55.00/class 
 

OPEN FIGURE NIGHTS  
Long Pose Open Figure Drawing – 
IN-STUDIO – Uninstructed  
Under 18 years of age must have 
parent or guardian’s permission 
Mondays, 6:00-9:00 p.m.  
$25.00/class 

The Atelier at Flowerfield Happenings 
Studio Art Classes, Workshops & Exhibits – The Crossroads of Art & Community
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A R T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

  Gallery North, located at 90 
North Country Road, Setauket, is 
pleased to present The Winner’s Cir-
cle exhibition celebrating the 
award-winning artists of the 2024 
Outdoor Art Show and Music Festi-
val. The exhibition will be on view 
from May 15 to June 22. An open-
ing reception will be held Thursday, 
May 15, 6 pm – 8 pm. The exhi-
bition and reception will be free 
and open to the public. 
  The exhibition features recipients 
of the Best in Show award and best 
in categories including mixed 
media, fiber art, jewelry, painting, 
photography, and pottery at the 
2024 Outdoor Art Show and Music 
Festival hosted by Gallery North. 
Featuring some of the finest art and 
craft from regional artists and arti-
sans over its long 60-year 
history, the festival is a vital part of 
the regional art community and a 
significant tradition for the public. 
The 
  2024 festival judges, Nina Sangi-
mino, Curator of the Long Island 
Museum in Stony Brook; Frances 
Campani, painter and associate 
professor of architecture at the NY 
Institute of Technology, and con-
temporary artist, Scott 
Farrell evaluated over 80 exhibitors 
to present the 14 available awards. 
The Winner’s Circle exhibition in-
cludes artists Paul Speh, Cassandra 
Voulo, Laura and Dennis Kemple, 
Juan Cruz Reverberi, William De-
maria, Galina Carroll, Jessamyn Go, 
Chloe Wang, Cassandra Hussey, 
Susan Rodgers, Mary Jane van 
Zeijts, Jonathan Spector, Ash  
Garcia-Diaz, Sophia Syritsyna, and 
Eileen Cassidy. 
  These artists are all exceptional 
representatives of Long Island’s  
creative community and are an 

 
 essential part of the Outdoor Art 
Show and Music Festival’s impor-
tance to the cultural offerings of the 
region. Gallery North is proud to 
celebrate their significant achieve-
ments within their respective me-
diums. 
  This exhibition is generously 
sponsored by the Field Family, Pet 
ER 24/7, Jefferson’s Ferry, and Suf-
folk County’s Department of Eco-

nomic Development and Planning. 
The exhibition and reception will 
be free and open to the public. 
 
Gallery North is a public, not-for-profit, 
fine art gallery promoting the region’s fi-
nest contemporary regional art and 
craft. Established in 1965, Gallery 
North is located in the historic area of 
Setauket, Long Island, and focuses on 
contemporary art in a variety of dis-
ciplines, including painting, drawing, 
printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture. 
Exhibits explore the diversity and vital-
ity of the arts on Long Island, while 
classes, workshops, talks, and annual 
festivals involve community members in 
the lively process of art making. Next 
door, in The Studio at Gallery North, 
the community is provided with a di-
verse selection of educational program-
ming, including classes and workshops 
in a variety of mediums, such as water-
color, life drawing, papermaking, as 
well as printmaking, done in house on 
our printing press. For more infor-
mation, visit gallerynorth.org or find us 
on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Tik-
Tok, or Twitter (@gallerynorthli).

Gallery North Features Award Winning Artists in  
The Winner’s Circle Exhibition

Spector.The Foamies Party

Go. WomenLifeFreedom
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I N  T H E  N E W S

  The Town of Smithtown Horizons 
Counseling and Education Center, 
in partnership with the Smithtown 
Opioid and Addiction Task Force 
and sponsored by the Smithtown 
Rotary Club, will host Pay it For-
ward Wellness Day on May 17, 
2025, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at the Smithtown Historical Society. 
This community event aims to raise 
awareness about mental health and 
substance abuse. Local mental 
health and addiction agencies will 
be present with resources to pro-
vide information and support. The 
event is open to all, and no registra-
tion is required. 
  "Mental health and addiction are 
challenges that many in our com-
munity face, but no one has to navi-
gate them alone. The Smithtown 
Opioid and Addiction Task Force is 
dedicated to providing support, re-
sources, and hope for those in 
need. Join us at our upcoming well-
ness event, where we’ll come to-
gether to raise awareness, offer 
guidance, and promote healing. 
Whether you’re seeking help for 
yourself, a loved one, or simply 
want to learn more, this event re-
minds you that recovery is possible 
and support is always available." 
Madlyn Makboulian, Director of 
Horizons Counseling and Education 
Center. 
  The Pay it Forward Wellness 
Event will feature games, food 
trucks, face painting, live music, 
and more. Horizons resource tables 
will be filled with information 
about recovery services, the out-
patient program, and substance 
misuse prevention education. Ad-
ditionally, Horizons staff will pro-
vide Narcan training. Narcan 
training kits will be provided for 
free. If you are interested in Narcan 
training, please register in advance 
at https://tinyurl.com/y7b832j6. 
Smithtown Public Safety will hold a 
Medicine Take Back Collection to 
encourage residents to dispose of 
unused medications safely. 
  The Town of Smithtown Horizons 
Counseling and Education Center is 

an OASAS-licensed not-for-profit 
agency funded to provide adoles-
cent and adult treatment, preven-
tion, and education services for 
drug and alcohol-related problems. 
Services include assessments, coun-
seling groups, individual sessions, 
and specialized treatment and pre-
vention programming. Additionally, 
Horizons offers services for parents, 
significant others, and other family 
members of individuals struggling 
with addiction. 
  In addition to providing adult 
services, Horizons specializes in 
treatment, education, and preven-
tion services to address the specific 
needs of adolescents and young 
adults within the community and 
surrounding area. 
  Smithtown Rotary Club is part of 
a worldwide network of volunteers 
united by a belief in Service Above 

Self. One of the ideas behind Ro-
tary is that Rotarians bring experi-
ence, skills, and networking from 
their work careers and apply them 
to humanitarian causes. 
  The Smithtown Opioid and Add-
iction Task Force was recently 
formed and focuses on reducing 
stigma associated with addiction 
and mental health by fostering open 
discussions, creating a supportive 
environment, offering supportive re-
sources to get help for oneself or a 
loved one, and promoting under-
standing of these critical issues. 
  Any questions, please contact 
Horizons Counseling & Education 
Center at (631) 360-7578, via email 
at mmakboulian@smithtownNY.gov 
  Smithtown Historical Society is 
located at 239 E Main Street, Smith-
town.

Pay it Forward Wellness Day 
Horizons to Host Free Event Focused on Raising Awareness of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
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  Hoyt Farm Nature Preserve has 
launched an inspiring new project 
to support lo    0cal wildlife and 
ecosystem health throughout the 
Town of Smithtown’s parks and 
beaches. With a deep commitment 
to conservation and environmental 
education, the preserve has intro-
duced 26 handcrafted wooden 
homes for bluebirds, wrens, bats, 
and Eastern screech owls, all de-
signed and built by Hoyt Farm 
Groundskeeper, Kellie Wehrheim. 
 
  “Kellie has always had a deep 
love for birds and wildlife, and her 
fearless nature when it comes to 
caring for and protecting them is 
truly inspiring. From a young age, 
she’s never hesitated to lend a hand 
to an animal in need, and today, 
that same tenacity and work ethic 
shines through in her work at Hoyt 
Farm. Her commitment to conser-
vation and stewardship—especially 
in creating safe habitats for native 
birds and bats that play a crucial 
role in our ecosystem—makes me 
incredibly proud. Smithtown is 
lucky to have her making such a 
meaningful impact, and as her dad, 
I couldn’t be prouder."  

– Supervisor Ed Wehrheim 
  The initiative aims to provide safe 
nesting habitats while also encour-
aging public engagement with na-
ture. The newly constructed homes 
include six bluebird boxes, six wren 
boxes, six screech owl boxes, and 
eight bat houses. These boxes will 
be installed at optimal locations 
and heights within Smithtown’s 
parks and beaches, ensuring they 
benefit local wildlife populations. 
  “This project is not only about 
providing a safe habitat for our 
native wildlife but also about pro-
moting education and environmen-
tal awareness… Each box will be 
clearly labeled to identify which 
species it was designed for. We 
hope this initiative inspires the res-
idents of Smithtown to get out-
doors, explore nature, and share in 

our mission to protect the wildlife 
that lives among us.”  

– Hoyt Farm Management:  
Hoyt Farm Preserve Manager  

Jeff Gurmin and  
Park Interpretive Specialist  

Sheryl Brook 
 

The Importance of Supporting 
Native Wildlife 

  Providing safe, dedicated spaces 
for these species has a lasting envi-
ronmental impact: 
  Birdhouses help birds thrive by 
offering protection and nesting op-
portunities. In return, birds contrib-
ute to weed and insect control, 
pollination, soil fertilization, seed 
dispersal, and biodiversity. 
  Bat houses provide critical roost-
ing and breeding sites, helping de-
clining bat populations while 
offering natural mosquito and pest 
control, reducing the need for pesti-
cides. 
  Screech owl boxes provide safe 
nesting spots for these nocturnal 
predators, supporting natural rodent 
and insect control and encouraging 
local biodiversity. 

  Beyond their ecological benefits, 
these bird and bat houses serve as 
an educational tool—offering a 
unique opportunity for residents, 
students, and nature enthusiasts to 
observe and learn about native 
wildlife up close. 

 
Encouraging  

Community Engagement 
  Residents and visitors are encour-
aged to keep an eye out for these 
beautifully crafted homes at Smith-
town parks and beaches. Whether 
taking a stroll at Hoyt Farm, Paul T. 
Given Park, or the Nissequogue 
River Headwaters, nature lovers will 
soon spot these new additions, of-
fering shelter to local birds, bats, 
and owls. 
  This initiative reflects the Town of 
Smithtown’s continued dedication 
to environmental stewardship, en-
suring that our wildlife, parks, and 
natural habitats thrive for genera-
tions to come. 
  Hoyt Farm Nature Preserve is lo-
cated at 200 New Highway, Com-
mack, NY 11725. 

Hoyt Farm Nature Preserve Expands Wildlife Conservation  
With Handcrafted Bird and Bat Houses
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  Starting on April 1, Dogwood Ele-
mentary School celebrated Autism 
Acceptance Week. Children have 
been learning about autism and 
seeking ways to make school even 
more inclusive. Mrs. Nielsen's stu-
dents wrote and shared about the 
different things that make them spe-
cial.  
  Mrs. Braun and Mrs. Diemer’s 
class learned about autism accept-
ance. After listening to a story, stu-
dents brainstormed ways they can 
be kind and include others and 
worked on this project together. 
  On April 2, students were en-

couraged to wear red, gold, rain-
bow or blue to show support and 
acceptance of individuals with au-
tism. 
  One characteristic of autism is to 
show incredibly focused passion for 
topics of interest. On April 3, stu-

dents shared their passions and in-
terests.  
  On April 4, students dressed in 
cozy pajamas in recognition of the 
fact that individuals with autism 
often have a variety of sensory sen-
sitivities.  

Autism Acceptance at Dogwood Elementary

Dogwood Elementary School students have been learning about autism and seek-
ing ways to make school even more inclusive. Photos courtesy of Smithtown CSD. 

Smithtown  
High School East Students  

Select Commencement Speaker 
   
  Smithtown High School East senior, Rabia Chattha, has 
been selected as the High School East honor speaker for 
this year’s upcoming graduation ceremony. 
  Chosen by her fellow Gold Cord recipients, this honor 
reflects her outstanding academic achievements, leader-
ship and the respect of her peers. 
  “I was honestly so shocked, this is a great honor, I had 
so many deserving classmates, I can’t wait to see you all 
at graduation,” Rabia stated. 
  Chattha is currently president of Science Olympiad 
and Relay 4 Life. She is an officer of the Math Honor So-
ciety and is in multiple other honor societies. 
  Chattha is also member of the varsity track and cross-
country team. 
  Graduation day is scheduled for Thursday, June 26.

Smithtown High School East senior, Rabia Chattha, pictured 
with Principal Robert Rose, has been selected as the High 
School East honor speaker for this year’s upcoming graduation 
ceremony. Photo courtesy of Smithtown CSD. 



I N  T H E  S C H O O L S

  Smithtown High School East sen-
ior, Matthew Gandarillas, recently 
walked into the Stony Brook Cancer 
Center and donated more than 
$1,000 worth of gift cards and toys 
for children suffering from cancer. 
Matthew, who is a part of the Na-
tional, Math and Spanish honor so-
cieties, as well as a member of the 
varsity soccer team, spearheaded a 
pediatric cancer drive on his own, 
because it is an issue very close to 
him and his family. Matthew is a 

cancer survivor, himself.  
  When Matthew was just 8 
months old his mother, Teresa Gan-
darillas, felt a lump on his side that 
turned out to be a malignant tumor 
on his liver. After undergoing 
weekly chemotherapy, plus a seven-
hour surgery to remove half of his 
liver and entire gallbladder, Mat-
thew was eventually declared 
cancer-free at the age of 5.   
  “It took a little bit of time but I 
was able to succeed in the end,” 

Matthew stated. 
  Matthew recently organized a pe-
diatric cancer donation drive to 
provide toys and funding to help 
soothe children suffering from 
cancer. 
  “I thought about this because I 
want to give back to the community 
and doctors and I want to support 
the kids who are going through the 
same thing I was going through. To 
tell them to keep fighting.”

Smithtown High School East senior, Matthew Gandarillas, recently walked into the Stony Brook Cancer Center and do-
nated more than $1,000 worth of gift cards and toys for children suffering from cancer. 

Photo courtesy of Smithtown CSD. 

Smithtown H.S. East Cancer Survivor  
Gives Back to Cancer Patients
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Reach out to your customers. 
Bring in new customers. 

You’ll get results when you advertise in 

Our Town St. James 
For information please email us at: 

info@ourtownstjames.com 
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S H O R T  S T O R Y

By June Capossela Kempf 
  It feels so good to be back on track 
again. I haven’t rolled out any of my rhe-
torical ramblings since eggs cost $2.49 a 
dozen. You would think that this recent hi-
atus would have been a welcome break, 
but it wasn’t. I missed every moment of it. 
  Sadly, this was a bitter-sweet interval. 
During this time, Our Town lost one of its 
most beloved players – Bill Garthe. Bill is 
best remembered as a driving force behind 
the paper and a pillar of the Saint James 
community. Besides this publication, he 
operated a successful real estate business 
gaining support from those he helped 
through some of the most stressful pro-
cesses of their lives. As you thumb through 
these pages you will come across count-
less testimonies of the kindness and caring 
he showed to all he encountered. 
  Although I didn’t cross paths with Bill 
that often, we would occasionally meet on 
the avenue, strolling along with his sweet-
heart, Ruth, at all the parades and com-
munity events. Sometimes I’d see him in 
the office when I’d drop off some of my 

works, but most of our  encounters were 
short and sweet. 
  Each December, the doorbell would ring 
and there he was, smiling as usual, to pres-
ent us with a big box of scrumptious im-
ported chocolates for the holidays – 
enough for Ron and me to enjoy two 
pieces of each delicious flavor. 
  I am told that Bill wasn’t one who 
sought the spotlight. He preferred working 
behind the scenes – keeping everything 
running smoothly –  without fanfare, but 
with intense devotion. And now as we re-
turn to print, I suspect that he will con-
tinue to carry on his  good works from his 
new heavenly home – out of sight, still 
ever so near. With that in mind, allow me 
to step aside for a moment, and let Bill’s 
guiding light keep on shining for all of us.  

 Editor’s Note: 
June Capossela Kempf, of St. James, is the author of 
Yo God Jay’s Story – a unique spin about raising a 
special needs child and Lady of the Dollhouse pub-
lished by KeithPublications.com. She also writes es-
says and is the facilitator for the Adult Writers Group 
at the Smithtown Library.

May Return 

Mayor  
Richard Bull Smith 
continued from page 29 
younger sons would be expected to 
be tradespeople, or farmers or go 
into the clergy. Anyone with any en-
trepreneurial zeal would get on a 
boat and come to America and I 
think that is a great testament to my 
ancestor’s personality. He wasn’t 
willing to take second fiddle. He set 
his own course in life.” 
  Reflecting on the spirit of his an-
cestor and the trailblazing deter-
mination that runs through his 
bloodline, it’s clear Rich carries a 
deep passion for his heritage.  
  “Preservation of history is a bless-
ing for all of us,” he says. “A simple 
truth that also echoes a call to ac-
tion. The past is not just behind us, 
it is alive in those who choose to 
carry it forward.” 
 

Pets for Adoption 
continued from previous page 
young children at home, and are 
looking for a way to serve your 
community, please consider signing 
up to be a foster. Foster parents pro-
vide temporary care for cats, 
kittens, and dogs in their own 
homes. Some animals need as little 
as two weeks of care, while others 
may need care for extended periods 
of time. 
  Download the Foster Application 
at: 
https://www.smithtownny.gov/ 
DocumentCenter/View/4325/ 
Foster-Application 
 

Thinking About Adoption 
  The Smithtown Animal Shelter’s 
primary concern is finding the per-
fect home for each animal that finds 
his/her way to us. The Animal Con-
trol Officers and Kennel Attendants 

at the Smithtown Animal Shelter 
will go out of their way to ensure 
both the rescued and rescuer are 
made for one another.  
  Where applicable, residents with 
other pets can arrange to bring four-
legged family members to the 
shelter or set up an at home meet & 
greet to see how your prospective 
family member does with other 
family, pets and the household it-
self. Please allow yourself an hour 
minimum to meet with your poten-
tial new family member.  
  Visitor hours at the Smithtown 
Animal Shelter are currently Mon-
day-Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
(Sundays and Wednesday evenings 
by appointment only). To inquire 
about the Pet of the Week or to 
meet your potential soulmate, 
please call the Smithtown Animal 
Shelter at 631-360-7575.

T H E  F I N I S H  L I N E

https://www.smithtownny.gov
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D E S I G N  I D E A S

by Natalie  
Weinstein,  
ASID Allied 
 
  Before I share a 
reminiscence of 
spring’s past and 
what it means to 

me as a designer, I want to ac-
knowledge how much this Our 
Town publication has meant to St. 
James. It has been the mainstay and 
personal statement of community to 
the credit of Ruth Garthe and Robin 
Clark whose tireless efforts over 
many years brought Our Town to 
our door every month. Like the sea-
sons, we anticipated its arrival (so 
happy to see it continue!). This 
spring’s arrival blew through the 
door – blustery, rainy and cold, and 
as we prepared for Easter and Pass-
over we only saw a nod of color 
coming up in our garden. The 
weather, we know is something we 
can’t control, but our homes – that’s 
another story. 
  So – here’s the story – the story of 
spring’s past – when, because of the 
lack of many modern conven-
iences, the woman of the house 
could be seen beating the rugs on a 
clothes line, scrubbing the floors on 
her hands and knees, hanging the 
freshly washed curtains, and putting 
on the spring slip covers, arduously 
preparing her home for the season 
of renewal. It was hard work (and 
believe it or not, I actually saw my 
grandmother doing these things) but 
it was part of the season. Watching 
these preparations as a young child, 
whether helping or getting in the 
way, I knew there would be that 
look of satisfaction when all was 
done and the house was “ready”. 
Looking back, I think it was about 
control. Perhaps it still is. When it 
seems there is so little in the world 
we are able to control, our home is 

one place we actually can. Then it 
was World War II. Today, despite 
many modern conveniences, the 
challenges in our world and in our 
lives still abound. 
  We, as a family, continually fight 
the enemy of time, two working 
parents, car pools and missed meals 
together, grandparents watching 
grandchildren. Home often be-
comes the drop off and pick up lo-
cation. So, dear reader, like Our 
Town, let’s try to return to the past 
and that look of satisfaction. Let’s 
take control of our personal envi-
ronment and do that “Spring Clean-
ing”, that reassessing, purging, 
organizing and bringing renewal to 
our homes – and by extension, to 
ourselves. As a designer, I have 
been blessed, for over five decades, 
to see the results of these efforts and 
perhaps, more than anything, it 
drives me to continue my work 
every day. 
  We can only anticipate the future 
as we recall the past. Today, this 
spring, is now. Let’s examine what’s 

really important in our lives and 
consider the gift of “home” in the 
equation. Fill yours with warmth 
and light – and make it a happy 
gathering place that’s clean, organ-
ized and nurturing. “Re-decorating” 
for spring requires time even more 
than an outlay of money. Give it 
your time and I know it will repay 
you with that same satisfaction as in 
the past – of knowing you and your 
home are “ready” for spring. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Now offering master classes for students 
& homeowners! Learn, have fun, and 
meet people just like you who LOVE 
decorating! 
Fee: $495 per attendee for  

all 10 sessions 
Location: At Natalie’s design studio in 

St. James 
Time: Wednesdays 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 

starting in the spring 
For more information contact: 
Natalie Weinstein Design Associates 
631-862-6198 (office), 516-242-9242 
(cell) 
Email: info@natalieweinstein.com

Bring On Spring

  SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL MERCHANTS                  SHOP LOCAL
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P. DeBlasio Builders, Inc. 
F I N E  H O M E S  &  R E N O V A T I O N S

273 Lake Avenue 

St. James, NY 11780 

Tel: 631.584.5500 

info@pdeblasiobuilders.com 

www.pdeblasiobuilders.com 

Licensed & Insured 

Suffolk License 15543-H | Nassau License H18F6680000

Proudly Serving Nassau & Suffolk Counties for Over 30 Years

Member of the  

St. James  

Chamber  

of Commerce

l New Construction 

l Renovations 

l Design & Plans Services 

l Construction Management 

l Roofing, Siding, Windows 

l Kitchens & Baths

Residential l Commercial

l Outdoor Living Spaces
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F I N A N C I A L  F O C U S

by Scott Posner, CFP, CRPC, 
A.A.M.S. 
  The financial markets always go 
through periods of instability. And 
we may see more of that now, given 
concerns about tariffs, inflation and 
the economy. As an investor, how 
can you deal with this volatility? 
  Some investors try to take advan-
tage of market ups and downs by 
attempting to follow the age-old ad-
vice to “buy low and sell high” – 
that is, they seek to buy stocks 
when they feel prices have bot-
tomed out and they sell stocks 
when they think the market has 
reached a high point. In theory, this 
is a great idea, but in practice, it’s 
essentially impossible, because no 
one can really predict market highs 
and lows. 
  Rather than trying to anticipate 
highs and lows, your best strategy 
for coping with the price fluctu-
ations of the financial markets is to 

diversify your investment portfolio 
by owning a mix of stocks, bonds 
and other types of securities. Differ-

ent types of financial assets can 
move in different directions at any 
given time – so, for example, stocks 
may be up while bonds are down, 
or vice versa. If you only owned 
one of these types of assets, and the 
market for that asset class was 
down, your portfolio could take a 
bigger hit than if you owned a vari-
ety of asset types. 
  And you can further diversify 
within individual asset categories. 
Stocks can be domestic or inter-
national, large-company or small-
company – and these groupings can 
also move in different directions at 
the same time, depending on var-
ious market forces. As for bonds, 
they too don’t always move in a 
uniform direction, or at least with 
the same intensity – for instance, 
when interest rates rise, bond prices 
tend to fall, but longer-term bonds 
may fall more than shorter-term  

contined on facing page 

How to Cope With Market Volatility

Designed by Freepik

NEW HOMES | WHOLE HOUSE RENOVATIONS 
SIDING | EXTENSIONS | ROOFING 
KITCHENS | DORMERS | DECKS 

WINDOWS | BASEMENTS 

THOMAS M. HANNETT 

631-585-1279 
SINCE 1987  •  LICENSED & INSURED

HANNETT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.

Let  
HANNETT  
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Improve Your Home 

 
From Big Jobs to Small 
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F I N A N C I A L  F O C U S

continued 
ones, which are closer to maturity 
with fewer interest payments re-
maining. Conversely, when rates are 
falling, longer-term bonds may be 
more attractive because they lock in 
higher yields for a longer time. 
Consequently, one diversification 
technique for bonds is to build a 
“ladder” containing bonds of vary-
ing maturities. 
  Some investments, by their na-
ture, are already somewhat diversi-
fied. A mutual fund can contain 
dozens, or even hundreds, of 
stocks, or a mixture of stocks and 
bonds. And different mutual funds 
may have different investment ob-
jectives – some focus more on 
growth, while others are more in-
come-oriented – so, further diversi-
fication can be achieved by owning 
a mix of funds. 
  Furthermore, some investors 
achieve even greater diversification 

by owning alternative investments, 
such as real estate, commodities 
and cryptocurrencies, although 
these vehicles themselves are often 
more volatile than those in more 
traditional investment categories. 
  While a diversified portfolio is 
important for every investor, your 
exact level of diversification – the 
percentages of your portfolio de-
voted to stocks, bonds and other se-
curities – will depend on your 
individual risk tolerance, time hori-
zon and financial goals. You may 
want to consult with a financial 
professional about creating the di-
versified investment mix that’s right 
for your needs. 
  Ultimately, while diversification 
can’t guarantee profits or protect 
against all losses, it can help you 
reduce some of the risks associated 
with investing and better prepare 
you to deal with the inevitable vol-
atility of the financial markets – two 

key benefits that can help you over 
the many years you’ll spend as an 
investor. 
  You must evaluate whether a 
bond or CD ladder and the secu-
rities held within it are consistent 
with your investment objectives, 
risk tolerance and financial circum-
stances. Including callable bonds 
may increase the interest rate risk of 
a bond ladder. Bonds may be called 
prior to maturity, which could result 
in lower yields with new invest-
ments. 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Financial Focus is a monthly feature written 
by Scott Posner, CFP, CRPC, A.A.M.S., an in-
vestment representative with Edward Jones 
Investments. This 130-year-old firm has over 
10,000 offices around the world with one 
here in town at 542 North Country Road in 
the Old St. James School House. Mr. Posner 
has serviced both personal and institutional 
investors for over 32 years. For more infor-
mation or to request optics for future col-
umns, call 631-862-2020.
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

When it comes to  
your to-do list, put  
your future first.

To find out how to get your  

financial goals on track,  

contact us for a 

complimentary review.

Scott R Posner, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

542 North Country Rd Suite A 

St James, NY 11780 

631-862-2020
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H E A L T H  N O T E S

by William Kent 
  Are you brushing off a hearing 
problem because you’re afraid it 
might say the wrong thing about 
you, well think again. Research 
shows that people with hearing loss 
who use hearing instruments enjoy 
a better overall quality of life.  In 
fact, you just may be surprised and 
inspired by these 6 things that treat-
ing hearing loss says about you. 
 
You’re a Go Getter. 
  Research has found that people 
with hearing loss who use hearing 
instruments are more likely to 
tackle problems actively. Address-
ing hearing loss shows self assur-
ance and a willingness to deal with 
issues head on. Most hearing instru-
ment users in the workforce even 
say it has helped their performance 
on the job. 
 
You value Your Relationships. 
  Healthy relationships rest largely 
on good communication. Treating 
hearing loss lets close family and 
friends know that you want to stay 
connected and involved in your re-
lationships with them. Most individ-
uals who currently wear hearing 
instruments say it’s not only helped 
their overall ability to communicate 
effectively in most situations, but it 
also has had a positive effect on 
their relationships; they’re more 
likely to have a strong social  
network. 

You like to be active. 
  If you enjoy an active lifestyle, 
you’re not going to let an untreated 
hearing loss stop you. Treating it 
means you have every intention of 
keeping up pace of a fulfilling life. 
In fact, people with hearing diffi-
culty that use hearing instruments 
get more pleasure in doing things, 
and are more likely to exercise and 
meet up with friends to socialize, 
research by the Better Hearing Insti-
tute shows.  
 
You love living life. 
  The more exuberance you have 
for life, the less likely it is you’ll let 
untreated hearing issues get in your 
way.  When you address it, you let 
the world know that you enjoy and 
love life and you’re going to live it 
with gusto. Research has shown 
that people with hearing loss, who 
use hearing instruments, are more 
likely to be optimistic and feel en-
gaged in life. 
 
You’re tech savvy and make the 
most of what modern life has to 
offer. 
  Sleek and cutting edge, today’s 
wireless digital hearing instruments 
are a front runner in personal con-
sumer electronics. Believe this? 
Today’s advanced technology offers 
solutions, enriches life and makes 
us more efficient. I’m sure most of 
us do.  Well, today’s modern hear-
ing instrument’s, accomplish all 

three of these. When you invest in 
your hearing health and utilize this 
state of the art technology, you 
make a clear statement that you’re a 
present day thought leader ready to 
step up and reap the rewards that 
modern technology has to offer. It 
also signals that you’re up to date 
on technology and not apprehen-
sive to take advantage of it for your 
own personal enhancement. 
 
Your Next and Final step to  
Success. Get a Hearing Test.  
  Most health insurance plans (in-
cluding Medicare) cover all, or 
most of the cost for an annual hear-
ing evaluation. If hearing help is 
recommended, there might be 
benefits for hearing instruments 
available thru health, union, 
workers compensation, or other 
benefit sources. No cost, or low 
cost, financing is available thru cer-
tain providers as well. Speak with 
your Hearing Health Care Provider 
for more information. Step up to a 
better and more fulfilling life with 
better hearing. With professionally 
fit hearing instruments, you will.... 
“Hear the Difference.” 
  Take care of yourself; eating 
healthy, exercise, annual health 
checkups including, blood work 
and other tests your physician may 
suggest.  Don’t overlook a hearing 
test, call us or your hearing health 
provider to schedule; its quick, easy 
and most affordable.   
 
Editor’s Note:  
William Kent is the Director of Long Island 
Hearing, an Audiology and Hearing Instru-
ment Dispensing Practice. With offices in 
Nassau and Suffolk County they can be 
reached at 1-800-698-5200 for more infor-
mation and to schedule a complimentary 
consultation.   
 
“Hear the Difference” is a registered trade 
mark of Long Island Hearing, Inc.  

TREATING HEARING LOSS.  WHAT DOES THAT SAY ABOUT YOU?

MAY IS
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H E A L T H  N O T E S

Ron  Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC, 
CCH is the leading expert in 
working through change. As a 
father who lost his 17-year old 
son in an auto accident, he always 
speaks from the heart. As a li-
censed mental health counselor, 
he guides others on how to work 
through difficult times. As a na-
tional speaker and author of The 
Zing, Ron has appeared on TV and 
radio throughout the world. He 
will help you to Embrace the 
Power of Change in your personal 
and professional life. 
 

 
Dear Ron, 
  I know I need to move on from my current job of 7 
years. The pay is less than I need, and there are limited 
opportunities for me to grow. I've been lucky that my last 
few jobs were from people I knew so I just kinda walked 
into it. But the whole idea of going on a job site like In-
deed makes me feel completely overwhelmed. Why do I 
feel so stuck? – Dead End Worker 
 

Dear Dead End Worker, 
  Two things that people are bothered by: Making 
changes in their lives... and they don't like where they 
are at. So we feel stuck, frozen or helpless in our situ-
ations often because we are looking at the end result 
rather than breaking the whole complex issue down 
into little, tiny, simpler steps. This is especially true 
when looking at a job that you have been at for a long 
time. The task to get a new job, with all the right things 
you are looking for, is the end goal. Let's break this 
goal down and start to take action! Your resume should 
be up to date ready to be post emailed. Spending time 
absorbing all your resume "inventory." This will allow 
you to be able to talk about your job easily during your 
interviews. Then apply, apply, apply; frequently watch-
ing your posting site and emails for replies. Always re-
search any company that has reached out to you and 
be prepared to ask them questions when you have the 
opportunity to talk to them. Lastly... get that checklist 
ready for the items you are looking for at your next job 
and have them ready to ask during the interview. Prep-
aration in small and easier to accomplish steps will get 
the momentum going and allow you to feel your power 
rather than feeling stuck with nowhere to go. 
 
Editor’s Note:  
Ron Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC, CCH, is the founder and director of 
Family & Personal Counseling, located at 872 Middle Country Road 
in St. James. He is an author of the book The Zing, has appeared on 
national TV, along with appearances on the Verizon FiOS1 network. 
With offices in St. James, Bohemia, East Islip, Levittown  and Maspeth 
and a staff of 20 therapists from all backgrounds – Family & Personal 
Counseling addresses individual and family concerns of all ages.  
For additional information call 631-758-8290 or visit  
www.FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com and www.RonVillano.com 
to listen to his featured interviews.

Ask Ron

It’s All Right Here In 
OUR TOWN • ST. JAMES!
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PLEASE CALL TODAY!! 
SPECIALIZING IN SUPPLEMENT PLANS 

AUTHORIZED AGENT 
AARP UNITED HEALTHCARE 

AETNA 
ANTHEM 
CIGNA 

HUMANA 
WELLCARE 

GLOBE 
 SANDRA ALTAN 

631-769-1584 
SANDY@SA-HEALTHPLANS.COM 
670 MIDDLE COUNTRY RD., ST. JAMES, NY 11780

TURNING 65

Save This Ad

Never 

Any 

Fees

MEDICARE CLIENTS: “We do not offer every plan available in your area.  
Currently, we represent 7 organizations and 19 plans in your area. 

Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-Medicare, or your local State Health Insurance Program  
to get information on all of your options." 
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H E A L T H  N O T E S

by Terri Pace 
  I love the 
power of 
Aroma. Our 
sense of smell is 
more complex 
than any of our 
other senses. 
There are many 
aromas for each 
of us which 

bring back powerful memories and 
most times, powerful emotions with 
them.   
  I remember the smell of cigars on 
my grandfather’s wool sports jacket 
as he read my favorite stories to me.   
  I remember the smell of walking 
into the bakery after church on Sun-
day morning with my Father... I felt 
safe and special holding his hand.  
I remember the smell of the sea as 

we drove towards the beach for a 
family outing…now I go to the sea, 
take a deep breath and find child-
hood peace, and comfort washes 
over me.  All these smells bring 
back powerful memories and elicit 
even more powerful emotions  
inside of me.   
 
What’s your most powerful  
smell memory?   
How does this actually work? 
  “The human nose is capable of 
distinguishing between something 
on the order of a trillion different 
scents.” (Joseph Stromberg, March 
20, 2014, Smithsonian.com) 
  Smell is the fastest way to affect 
mood and the quickest way to get 
into the deepest parts of the mind-
brain. There are smell receptors on 
EVERY organ of the body! As you 

inhale, aromatic molecules travel to 
the olfactory bulbs, which are 
linked directly to the emotional 
(limbic) seat of the brain. This is 
how inhalation creates an immedi-
ate emotional impact. 
  Therefore, when we use essential 
oils aromatically, there are many 
therapeutic benefits* which impact 
the various systems of the body: 
• Open airways and promote easy 

breathing; 
• Calm nervous or anxious  

feelings; 
• Reduce tension and ease stress; 
• Increase alertness; 
• Promote more restful sleep; 
• Improve mood; and 
• Improve energy and vitality. 
 

continued on facing page 

Ahhh, breathe in a sigh of relief… OUR TOWN is back!   
We applaud the efforts of our community leaders who have rallied to continue offering this valuable publication… 

a vehicle that brings us news and information on local topics of interest! 

The Power of Aroma

HOMESTEAD LANDSCAPING INC. 
SERVING THE NORTH SHORE FOR OVER THREE DECADES

RESIDENTIAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 
ALL PHASES OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

COMPUTER IMAGES 

CALL US TODAY  
TO UPDATE YOUR EXISTING LANDSCAPE 

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.HOMESTEADLANDSCAPINGINC.COM

RESIDENTIAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACTS 
ALL PHASES OF DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

COMPUTER IMAGES 

CALL US TODAY  
TO UPDATE YOUR EXISTING LANDSCAPE 

PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.HOMESTEADLANDSCAPINGINC.COM

DEER RESISTANT PLANTINGS 

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

631-588-5296 
LICENSED  
& INSURED  

License #42485
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H E A L T H  N O T E S

continued 
So how do we use an essential oil 
aromatically? 
  “To use an essential oil aromati-
cally, simply smell the oil directly 
from the bottle. You can place a few 
drops of the essential oil into the 
palms of your hands, rub together 
vigorously and inhale deeply.  
Another option is to place a few 
drops into a diffuser which dis-
perses the oil into the air.” (Emo-
tions & Essential Oils, A Modern 
Resource for Healing, 2012) 
  Aromatherapy diffusers are any 
device that helps disperse essential 
oil into the air. They range from 
nebulizers that break down the 
molecules of essential oils to pen-
dant diffusers you wear around your 
neck. A diffuser can be as simple as 
tissue paper scented with a few 
drops of essential oil; a few drops  
applied to a cotton ball that is 
clipped to the vent of your car or 
simply put it on you and become a 
human diffuser! 
  Below are some of our favorite 
diffuser blends: 
 
  1. Calm & Uplift Diffuser Blend – 
You will love the calm feeling you 

experience with Coriander (3), Pep-
permint (2), Balance® blend (2) 
 
  2. Root Beer Float Diffuser Blend 
– Enjoy this fun aroma with Citrus 
Bliss® blend (5) and Wintergreen (3) 
essential oils. 
 
  3. Spring Season Diffuser Blend – 
Enjoy the great outdoors this spring 
(WITHOUT the drippy nose) with 3 
drops each of Lavender, Lemon, 
and Peppermint  
 
 4. Springtime Fresh Diffuser Blend 
– 3 drops each of Laurel Leaf and 
Madagascar Vanilla 
 
  5. Belief Breakthrough Diffuser 
Blend – To find your heart’s desire 
and have the confidence to live it, 
simply combine 2 drops of Sandal-
wood, Lime, and Bergamot. 
 
  6. Good Night Sleep Diffuser 
Blend – 2 drops each of Cedar-
wood, Frankincense, Juniper Berry, 
and Wild Orange 
 
  Use one of our favorites or create 
a diffuser blend of your own!  You 
can also combine these oils in the 

suggested ratio to make fun roller 
bottle blends, too! 
 
Want to learn more?  
http://oils.link/TerriPace  
Visit this website for health topics, 
workshop recordings, and more in-
formation on upcoming events.  
 
  Essential oils are safe, effective 
and very affordable. However, not 
all essential oils are created equal!  
Be an educated consumer and use 
only certified pure, tested grade es-
sential oils for your family!   
 
*These statements have not been eval-
uated by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration.  The products mentioned are 
not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or 
prevent any disease. 
 
About the Author 
  Terri Pace – Terri and her family are long-
time residents of St. James and owners of 
Pace’s Steak House in Hauppauge. Terri is a 
certified Holistic Health Coach. She is an 
educator, sharing her experiences and 
knowledge on the use of simply natural solu-
tions to support the structure and functions 
of the body for optimal health and wellness. 
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C H A M B E R  W I N T E R  G A L A

  On Saturday, February 1, 2025, 
the Saint James Chamber of Com-
merce held their annual Winter 
Gala at Flowerfields Celebrations in 
Saint James. 
  The cocktail hour was fabulous, 
the food and drinks were delicious,  
and the company was the best you 
could ask for! A spectacular  time 

was had by all! Our board of direc-
tors were sworn in by Smithtown 
Supervisor Honorable Edward R. 
Wehrheim. Smithtown Superintend-
ent of Highways Robert Murphy 
was named Grand Marshal of 2025 
St Patrick’s Day Parade. 
  Pictures were taken by Rich 
Balter Photography to capture the 

moment (they can be viewed on 
our Facebook page), and the dance 
floor was overflowing thanks to the 
band PANIC 
who provided 
outstanding 
sound and 
energy!

St. James Chamber’s Winter Gala Was Great
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C H A M B E R  W I N T E R  G A L A

continued on following page
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C H A M B E R  W I N T E R  G A L A
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C H A M B E R  W I N T E R  G A L A
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O B I T U A R Y

  Dominick Michael Salerno 
passed away peacefully on the 
evening of April 7th, 2025. He was 
surrounded by his loving family. 
  Dominick is survived by his wife, 
Maria, son John (Donna), daughters 
Sarah (Eric), Catherine and Loretta, 
and Vincent, son inlaw. His grand-
children are Joseph, Christopher, 
Marina, Steven and Gabriella.  As 
well as many other loving friends 
and family members. 
  Dominick was born in New York 
City to his parents John & Sarah Sa-
lerno. Dominick met his wife Maria 
Coppa in Canarsie, Brooklyn in the 
late 1950’s, and married in 1960. 
They would have been celebrating 
their 65th wedding anniversary to-
gether this June. 
  Dominick and Maria eventually 
moved to Saint James with their 
four children and bought a home 
where they raised their family. 
  Dominick was a builder, licensed 
architect, member of the Smithtown 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Chair-
man of the Board of Assessment Re-
view. He had great pride in his 
Italian heritage and was the former 
president of the Sons of Italy. He 
worked for the New York City Board 
of Education as an architect, and 
was the chief architect for the New 
York State Department of Parks and 

Recreation’s Long Island Division, 
where he worked until he was 72 
years old. 
  Dominick gave back to the com-
munity through service and leader-
ship as a role model. As a Boy 
Scout leader he organized service 
projects and was a mentor for the 
Architectural Merit Badge for Boy 
Scouts. For many years he vol-
unteered as a baseball coach for the 

St James, Smithtown Little league. 
He also sang in the St. Philips and 
James RC Choir. 
  He volunteered and was actively 
involved on Historical Preservation 
Boards to preserve local and out of 
state buildings. 
  He enjoyed drawing, singing, 
going to church, listening to and 
playing music. 
  Dominick believed deeply in the 
power of hard work, tradition, and 
family values. His values were im-
parted to his children and grand-
children as a guiding light forever. 
  His dedication to his family and 
his work was unwavering. 
  Above all, Dominick's greatest 
pride was his family. As a devoted 
husband, father, and grandfather, he 
treasured every moment with his 
family. He never missed a softball 
game, concert, recital or family out-
ing. Dominick loved his grandchil-
dren and was always looking to 
spend as much time with them as 
possible, making cherished mem-
ories 
  He left an unforgettable mark on 
all who knew him, and his legacy 
of love, family, and hard work will 
live on in our hearts forever. May he 
rest in peace, knowing the impact 
he has made on the lives of those 
around him.

Dominick Michael Salerno

The Best Way to Promote Your Business 
to More Local Homeowners 

is to 

ADVERTISE 
in  

Our Town St. James 
For Rates & Information 

Email: 
info@ourtownstjames.com
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~ Home for Funerals & Cremations ~ 

~ In Honoring their Legacy ~ 
Deacon Kenneth J. Maher & Aelysche Marie Maher  

~ ST. JAMES’ ONLY FUNERAL HOME ~ 
Serving All Surrounding Communities 

Proud to Serve Our Veterans, Law Enforcement and Fire Service 

Our State-of-the Art Building Offers: 
 

829 Middle Country Road, Route 25, St. James, NY 11780 

631-584-5200 
Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1961 

PRE PLANNING F UNERAL ARRANGEMENTS AVAILABLE

Kerry J. Maher 
Lic. Manager & Director

Kenneth Maher, Jr. 
Lic. Director

PERSONAL ATTENTION AND DIGNIFIED SERVICE... 
OUR CONTINUING TRADITION

Ample Easy Access Parking 
Spacious Chapels 

Reception/Gathering Room 
Children’s Room
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C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G

FOR RENT: Art Groups/Leagues/ Gal-
leries etc. – large & small spaces on 
1st floor of St. James Calderone The-
atre, 176 Second Street, St. James. 
Can be divided into gallery rooms 
and art show exhibit areas. For more 
information contact – 631-862-6198 
or 516-242-9242. 5/25 
PIANO, VIOLIN, COMPOSITION 
LESSONS. Compose music and 
songs - maybe get rich and famous. 
Will Decker. Woodlawn Ave., St. 
James.  862-6448. 5/25 
FOR RENT: Small office spaces and 
common area – relieve the work at 
home stress and move to a light and 
bright environment – ½ block from 
LIRR in charming St. James. Call for 
details 631-862-6198 or 516-242-
9242. 5/25 
JOIN THE SMITHTOWN GARDEN 
CLUB – Learn about gardening and 
meet new people. Club meets the 
2nd Tuesday of the month at the 
Brush Barn on Middle Country Road 
in Smithtown. Call Sarah at 516-672-
9971 for more info.  

FOR RENT in St. James: Space avail-
able for an instructional learning 
center with individual one-on-one 
spaces as well as classroom size 
areas. For details contact 631-862-
6198 or 516-242-9242. 5/25 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – The Soci-
ety for Lending Comforts to the Sick, 
located at 71 Blydenburg Ave. in 
Smithtown, is in need of volunteers 
for their Thrift Shop. The shop is open 
on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. The Lending Room 
for medical equipment is open every 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 4-7 p.m. and Saturday morning 
from 9 a.m.-12 noon. For more infor-
mation call 631-265-1674. 
AMERICAN LEGION HALL FOR 
RENT – The Sherwood Brothers 
American Legion Post 1152, located 
at 95 Lake Avenue, St. James, is look-
ing to rent its hall for all occasions. 
Reasonable rates, air conditioned, 
heat, tables, complete kitchen and 
ample parking. Call Marty Thompson 
at 631-445-8447. 

WANTED: Volunteers – Join the 
Smithtown Historical Society’s Vol-
unteer Corps. Looking for com-
mitted, long-term volunteers to join 
in preserving our shared local his-
tory. INTERESTED??? They need help 
in buildings and grounds keeping, 
beautification/ decorating; children’s 
programming; special events... and 
much more. For more information 
call 631-265-6768 or visit 
info@smithtownhistorical.org. 
LOOKING FOR HELP? Place a clas-
sified ad in Our Town and reach over 
6,600 families and businesses for 
only $5 for the first 20 words and 
.10¢ for each additional word. For 
information please send email  to 
info@ourtownstjames.com 

For advertising information please email info@ourtownstjames.com

AJ’s Garage 
Bay Shore Moving & Storage 
Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq. 
Chiropractic Healthcare  

of St. James 
Coldwell Banker 
Creative Windows 
Dance Arts Development Center 
Dance ‘n’ Things 
DeBarbieri Associates 
Dowling Bros. Auto Body 
Eddies Power Equipment 
Edward Jones Investments 
Energy Health & Fitness 
Enspire Design Group 
Fratello Law 
Helping Hearts at Home 
Howard Hanna 
ICC Automation 
K & T Foot Spa 
Knipfing & Klein Agency 
Lesco Construction 
Load Manager 
Long Island Shed Builders 
 

Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown 
M & T Bank 
Mister Softee 
Rowena Nedvin 
Nissequogue Golf Course 
O’Hara & Company 
P. DeBlasio Builders 
Paris Electric 
Philly Pretzel Factory 
Rely Rx Pharmacy  

& Medical Supplies 
RJK Gardens 
RN 4 Medicare 
Dr. Raymond A. Semente,  

Chiropractor 
The Smithtown. Library 
Sons of Norway Loyal Lodge #252 
St. James Center 
St. James Fire Department 
St. James Jewelry 
St. James Pasta & Pork 
St. James Post Office 
State Farm/James Winter 
Christine Stevens 

 at Coach Realtors 

Stony Brook Medicine/ 
Community Medical Group 

Teachers Federal Credit Union 
Times Beacon Record  

News Media 
Up In Smoke BBQ 
Vazac Contracting 
Victorian Fence 
WBR Plumbing & Heating 

2025 MEMBERS OF THE ST. JAMES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Please Support These Chamber of Commerce Member Businesses

Shop Locally 
 
 

Shop St. James 
www.stjameschamber.org

ADVERTISE 
in Our Town St. James 

Grow your business... 
Let them know you’re here! 

email: 
info@ourtownstjames.com
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ATTORNEY 
Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq. 
291 Lake Avenue 
631-584-0100  
bollhoferlaw.com 
 
AUDIOLOGY 
Long Island Hearing, Inc. 
55 Southern Blvd., Nesconset  
631-972-5211  
1-800-698-5200 
 
AUTOMOTIVE 
Repair  | Parts | Gas 
Mercedes Benz of Smithtown 
630 Middle Country Rd. 
877-862-7373 
mbofsmithtown.com 
 
St. James  
Automotive Center 
525 North Country Road 
631-584-5798 
 
BAKERY 
Alpine Pastry Shoppe 
59 Route 111,  Smithtown 
631-265-5610 
alpinepastryshop.com 
 
BEAUTY 
Salon 230 
230 Lake Avenue 
631-862-7023 
 
DANCE 
Chorus Line Dance Studio 
380 Lake Avenue 
631-584-7575 
 
EVENTS 
Deepwells Farm  
Historical Society 
2 Taylor Lane  
631-854-3719 
 
EXTERMINATING 
Scientific Exterminating 
534 North Country Road 
631-265-5252 X5 
 
FINANCIAL 
Branch Financial Services 
Harlan J. Fischer  
and Michael J. Brescia 
21 Bennetts Road, Setauket 
631-979-6000 
branchfinancialsrvcs.com 
 
Edward Jones Investments 
Scott Posner, CFP 
542 North Country Road 
631-862-2020 
 
FUNERAL HOMES 
Branch Funeral Homes 
190 E Main Street, Smithtown 
631-724-9500 
551 Route 25A, Miller Place 
631-744-9700 
2115 Jericho Tpke., Commack 
631-493-7200 

St. James Funeral Home 
829 Middle Country Road 
631-584-5200 
 
HEALTH  |  FITNESS 
East Coast Karate 
733 Middle Country Road 
631-862-1400 
 
Family & Personal Counseling,  
Hypnosis and Weight Loss |  
Grief Support 
872 Middle Country Road 
631-758-8290 
FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com 
 
Shaolin Self Defense Centers 
556-08 North Country Road 
631-617-5148 
shaolinstjames.com 
 
Simply Natural Solutions 
Wellness Consultations  
Terri Pace | 631-487-1627 
simply.natural@optimum.net 
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Closets by Design 
800-293-3744 
 
Hannett Construction 
631-585-1279 
 
Klaus Roofing Systems 
631-910-6223 
 
Morecraft Construction 
631-584-7010 
 
P. DeBlasio Builders 
273 Lake Avenue 
631-584-5500 
 
Power House Home Energy 
516-205-5434 
powerhouseli.com 
 
Squeaky Clean  
Property Solutions 
631-387-2156 
 
Triple H Contracting 
631-230-1844 
 
Vazac Contracting 
333 First Avenue, Suite 1 
631-584-7817 
 
INSURANCE 
SA Health Plans | Medicare 
Sandra Altan 
670 Middle Country Road 
631-769-1584 
 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Natalie Weinstein  
Design Associates  
455-459 Lake Avenue 
631-862-6198  
 
 

JEWELRY 
Gray’s Jewelers Bespoke 
429A North Country Road 
631-250-9489 
St. James Jewelry Shoppe 
483 Lake Avenue 
631-862-6775 
 
LANDSCAPING 
Design | Maintenance 
Aeration Nation 
Complete Property Care  – 
Special Aeration & Seed Program  
631-525-0246 
 
Homestead Landscaping 
631-588-5296 
 
Mulch King 
Complete Property Care  – 
Special Aeration & Seed Program 631-525-
0246 
 
REAL ESTATE 
Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s 
Bonnie Glenn | 631-921-1494 
Christa Glenn | 631-621-6763 
81 Route 111, Smithtown 
 
DeBarbieri Associates 
406 North Country Road 
631-862-7447 
 
David & Rowena Nedvin 
Signature Premier Properties 
7 West Main Street, Smithtown 
631-767-5221 | 631-360-2800 
 
Maria Orlandi  
Compass Smithtown 
631-697-0474 
 
Christine Stevens 
Howard | Hanna 
Coach Realtors 
631-879-7018 
 
RESTAURANTS | FOOD 
Voila! The Bistro 
244 Lake Avenue 
631-584-5686 
 
STORAGE 
St. James Self Storage 
75 Arlington Avenue 
631-584-4411 
 
SWIMMING POOLS 
Northway Pools 
631-862-8925 
 
Sundance Swimming Pools 
631-862-1900 
 
TRAVEL 
Harbor Close Travel 
631-708-5361 

The following is a list of advertisers who can be found in this issue of Our Town • St. James
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