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Luxury, built to last.

For more than six decades, our family-owned Mercedes-Benz dealership
s proudly served the Long Iskand community with unparalieled
dedication and expertise. Al Mercedes-Beng of Smithioiam wa've

built owr reputation on a foundation of trust, axceptional service,

and a commitment (o exceeding our customers’ expectalions;
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St. James BP -
Service Center

“Ladies and gentlemen, start your
engines!” Wait, not starting? Run-
ning a bit rough? Need some re-
pairs, maintenance or restoration?
Well, St. James BP (St. James Serv-
ice Center) located at the corner of
North Country Road and Moriches
Road, has been serving the com-
munity for over 50 years!

Steve Bongiorno has never done
anything else but work on cars. He
started at just 14 years old. He now
owns the business, which includes
a four-bay garage, convenience
store, bait and tackle shop and the
BP gasoline service. Working with
Steve in the garage are Mark, Jack
and Eric, who had one of his rare
days off during this interview.

Their reputation has spread far and
wide with customers coming from
the east end of Long Island to the
upstate area. No wonder! What do
they specialize in? You name it!
Regular maintenance in order to
keep your vehicle healthy for years
to come - check. Every kind of en-
gine repair - check. Plastics repair -
check. Partial restorations - check.
Full frame off restorations - check.
The checks just keep on coming.

Walking around the garage
shows the depth of their work and
how deep their expertise runs. An

5

MG frame sits on the lift being re-
stored. An older Toyota truck is in
for maintenance. Vehicles of all
sorts are there for some expert treat-
ment. They've espe-
cially built a
reputation dealing
with the Land
Cruiser. St. James BP
are Toyota special-
ists and BMWs are
also frequent guests.

So whether your
car’s tank is empty,
your tank is empty,
your fishing tackle
box is empty or you
need any sort of re-
pair, maintenance or
restoration, this is
the place to go.
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St. James BP Service Center is
located at 525 North Country Road.
Phone: 631-584-5798.




60 . Gallery North is pleased to
ga]_l eryn Or t]] announce the 60th annual

Outdoor Art Show and Music
0 U T D o 0 R Festival, a two—da;N event hosted

every September. With over 100
exhibitors, you will find a
variety of artisanal pieces, with

something for everyone!
SH 9 W '
MUSIC

FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER

20 & 21 =y

1 0 A M = 5 P M WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR SPONSORS!
- h.m L] ; '
- P,
—= | S

GLYHNMN MERCEP snn PURCELL we

Festival is free to attend and open to the public. { e H_t ’ .{ [T
For more information __HE_EFS_FH ﬁ Reuary 5 gallerynorth
call (631) 751-2676 or visit gallerynorth.org — , ; Board of Trustees
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Welcome New Chamber of Commerce Members'

% PHYSICAL THERAPY

BLISSFUL
BEAUTY
WELLNESS

A FULL SERVICE SPA

(631) 748-6626

BlissfulBeautyWellness.net

Metro Physical Therapy
556 North Country Road, St. James
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35 Monterrey Drive, Saint James | 5 BD | 4 BA | 4,960 SF | $1,499,000

Prestigious gated community with country-club amenities. Beautifully maintained colonial with gracious layout,
two-story great room with fireplace, and gourmet chef’s kitchen in one of Long Island’s premier neighborhoods.

4 Pheasant Run, Nissequogue
4 BD | 5BA | 5900 SF | $5,375,000

Timeless sophistication meets the natural beauty of
the Long Island Sound. Enjoy water views, and direct
access to the shore. Classic architecture blends with
modern luxury in an open layout featuring custom
millwork, an in-ground pool, and refined finishes.
Experience the best of waterfront living.

Maria Orlandi

601 Moriches Road, Nissequogue
6 BD | 6 BA | 5000 SF | $3,499,000

Newly constructed with the finest custom millwork
and materials. This exquisite colonial sits on 2.55
pristine acres and is a masterpiece of opulent design
and luxury living. Just over an hour from New York
City yet near all the upscale amenities of The
Village. Quaint shops, fine dining and vineyards.

Licensed Associate RE Broker

maria.orlandi@compass.com

M: 631.697.0474 | O: 631.629.7719 ’
[ MariaOrlandiLuxuryLiving

Maria Orlandi is a Licensed Associate RE Broker affiliated with Compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice.
No statement is made as to the accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall
be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Celebrate St. James — Past-Present-Future

News From the St. James
Community Cultural Arts Center

by Natalie Weinstein, President

Celebrate St. James is celebrating its Phase 1 of construc-
tion (roof and stage stabilization)! Thanks to a matching
grant from the RDL Gardiner Foundation and two wonder-
ful benefactors, we are on our way to creating the St. James
Community Cultural Arts!

Roof - Before

Roof Parking Lot - August 11
Roofing underlayment in preparation for metal roof

Steel supporting beam to stabilize second floor

Stage open
to second floor
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EAST COAST KARATE

» FREE UNIFORM

> SELF DEFENSE

» EXERCISE

» MORE CONFIDENCE

- TINY TIGERS 3-4 YRS
TIGERS 5-7 YRS
DRAGONS 8-12
TEENS 13-15 YRS
RDULT 16+

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE 2 WEEK TRIAL ! .
Visit www.eastcoastkaratestjames.com

4 JUDO BJJ CLASSES

JUDOEJJ

§._/

No Experience Required !

\_ Classes avallapte 10 L€arn More Call 631 - 862 -1400 )

East Coast Karate 733 Middle Country Rd. 5t. James

= Excellent Cardiovasculor Workout
» Builds Strength & Flexibility

= Boosts Confidence & Focus

» Improves Coordination & Balance
« Effective Self Defense
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Now more than ever, the right agent makes all the difference — because in
today’s real estate market, experience isn’t optional, it’s everything.

-t
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Nissequogue, NY St. James, NY

All-brick estate on 10.6 acres with 700 ft. of private Long Stately 6-bedroom, 5.5-bath Colonial on a quiet cul-de-sac
Island Sound shoreline. Features marble entry, floating with 10 ft. ceilings, 2-story foyer, Brazilian cherry floors,
staircase, wood floors, custom millwork, and 6 bedrooms. spacious flowing formal rooms, sunlit living spaces, luxurious
Highlights include banquet-sized rooms, 4 fireplaces, wine primary suite, and fully finished walk-out basement.

cellar, sun porch, gunite pool with pool house, and landscaped  Landscaped backyard with inground pool and lush gardens.

grounds with two seawalls. MLS# 861150. $9,999,880. MLS# 877560. $2,149,000.

Head of Harbor, NY East Islip, NY

Sprawling Ranch with extensive updates, set on 2.6 level acres Diamond 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath Colonial on a private fully fenced
near Stony Brook Harbor and Village. Offers an open floor plan 1/2 acre lot. Features designer details, gourmet kitchen, great
with vaulted ceilings, wood floors, granite kitchen with stainless ~ room with custom built-ins, formal dining and living rooms, and
appliances, great room with fireplace, finished basement, and 2-car garage. Backyard includes in-ground saltwater pool, Trex
beautifully landscaped grounds. MLS# 874712. $1,439,000. deck, patio and fire pit. MLS# 896485. $1,199,000.

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

“I am truly grateful for the exceptional service Bonnie and Christa provided throughout the sale of my home. From start
to finish, they were outstanding—professional, patient, and completely dedicated to making the process as smooth and
successful as possible. They kept me informed every step of the way, always taking the time to answer my questions
with care and making sure | felt confident and supported. Their genuine commitment to their clients is evident in every
interaction. If you're looking for knowledgeable, dedicated, and caring realtors, | highly recommend Bonnie and Christa.”
- Lindsey Gelling

Experience Counts. Results Matter.

Bonnie Glenn Christa Glenn
Associate Real Estate Broker Real Estate Salesperson
Gold Circle of Excellence c.631.621.6763
c.631:921.1494 ) christaglenn@danielgale.com
bonnieglenn@danielgale.com . .
. christaglenn.danielgale.com Scan For
bonnieglenn.com M
ore Info.
Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown, NY | 631.584.6600 danielgale.com
Stony Brook/Port Jefferson Office | 1067 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY | 631.689.6980 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 5

*Client testimonials reflect the unique experiences of individual clients and do not guarantee a similar outcome for everyone. Your results may differ depending on your specific circumstances and approach.
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Thinking of buying or sclling? Trust our local expertise and proven success to
help you maximize every dollar of your real estate investment.

JUST SOLD PENDING SALE

it T . - Loy
Head of Harbor, NY Head of Harbor, NY Nissequogue, NY
MLS# 847931. $2,699,000. MLS# 884127. $1,249,000. MLS# 878416. $2,799,000.

PENDING SALE
F

AR

PENDING SALE

-,

v E E———
Nissequogue, NY Nissequogue, NY Smithtown, NY
MLS# .3574321. $1,349,000. MLS# 803187. $945,000. MLS# 862437. $969,000.

Listing Provided by Douglas Elliman

PENDING SALE
T T

PENDING SALE

PR—
g L

L ‘_ﬁii

St. James, NY St. James, NY Stony Brook, NY
MLS# 822612. $1,450,000. MLS# 872153. $1,099,000. MLS# 891102. $550,000.

Curious about your home’s value in today’s market? Wed love to help.
Call us for a complimentary market analysis of your home.

The Right Agent Makes All The Difference.

Bonnie Glenn
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence

Christa Glenn

Real Estate Salesperson

¢.631.921.1494 €.631621.6763

bonnieglenn@danielgale.com  christaglenn@danielgale.com Scan For

bonnieglenn.com christaglenn.danielgale.com More Info.
Smithtown Office | 81 Route 111, Smithtown, NY | 631.584.6600 danielgale.com
Stony Brook/Port Jefferson Office | 1067 Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY | 631.689.6980 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. Y
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From Sonar to Sirens — The Life of Marty Thompson

by Amy Biondi

For more than four decades,
Marty Thompson has worn two uni-
forms; each stitched with service,
sacrifice and unshakeable love for
his hometown and community. As a
veteran police officer and dedicated
volunteer fireman, Marty has spent
a lifetime answering the call —
whether it was a helping hand, a
safety check, life impacting emer-
gency or smoky chimney. But ask
him about it and he will simply
reply, “It's what you do for your
community.”

Marty may have arrived in Saint
James as a sixth grader with a
Brooklyn accent but still doesn’t
feel that qualifies him to be a “Saint
James Blue Blood.” Born in Bay
Ridge in a predominately Irish/Nor-
wegian/Puerto Rican community,
Marty often rode the old steam lo-
comotive out east to Saint James to
visit his grandmother who lived in a

?Q

officer and volunteer fireman.
From a young age Marty was

small bungalow on Cambon Ave-
nue, eventually moving here per-
manently with his family. Over the
next sixty plus years he would be-
come one of its most dependable
protectors, serving as both a police

captivated by the stories of valor be-
neath the sea, thanks to the televi-
sion series The Silent Service, which
chronicled the daring missions of
World War Il submariners in the
Pacific. Determined to follow in
their wake, he joined the Navy Re-
serve at just 16 years old, setting his
sights on submarine and sonar
school. His time in the Navy not
only fulfilled a childhood dream
but also sparked a new calling:
public service on land. After com-
pleting his active duty, Marty began
taking civil service exams for both
police and fire departments, eager
to continue serving his community.
He would remain in the Naval Re-
serve for an impressive 26 years,
laying the foundation for a life ded-
icated to duty, discipline and pro-
tection.

Though the NYPD was the first to
call him, Marty held out for a closer

continued on page 14

SHOMESTEAD LANDSCAPING INC

SEERVING THE NORTH SHORE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

§

PATRICK JOHNSTON

631-588-5296

4

PEEASE CHECK OUT OUR'WEBSITE

www.homesteadlandseapingine.com
LICENSED & INSURED + LICENSE #42485
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SERVICES

Backdrop & Balloons
Centerpieces

Favors & Swag
Desserts, Decor & More!

CONTACT

T18-302-2490 K
moccasionsbyjulintoresa W
occasionsbyti@gmail.com
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The Life of Marty Thompson

continued from page 12

post with Suffolk County, which
soon followed. When the New York
Fire Department reached out, he
faced a tough decision, but his love
for the uniform and the call to law
enforcement won out. He spent two
years working with the District At-
torney’s office, but his heart re-
mained with the 4th Precinct,
where he spent the majority of his
30 plus year career, ultimately retir-
ing as a respected lieutenant. He
fulfilled his dream of being a fire-
man by joining the St. James Fire
Department, where he became one
of only three members to have held
every rank — from Lieutenant to
Commissioner. Even after retirement
he still continues to service the
community working as a part time
police officer in the Village of Head
of the Harbor, where he is a familiar
and respected presence to residents
and passersby alike.

When asked about his greatest
influences, Marty fondly recalled
his “Sea-Daddy” from the Navy —
Jim Thompson, a first-class petty of-
ficer and fellow sonar technician.
Jim quietly mentored Marty through

example rather than authority. He
was the first to instill in him the
value of doing something right —
not just getting it done. The two re-
mained close for years until Jim'’s
passing. On a deeper, spiritual level
Marty credits a woman named Vera
Manuel with shaping his under-
standing of Jesus Christ, a gift that
has stayed with him throughout his
life.

When he is not working, Marty
Thompson can be found fishing,
golfing or hunting — often splitting
his time between Florida in the
winter and his lake house up north.
For him, there has never been a bad
time to drop a line, especially when
reminiscing about casting off at
Cordwood Park or Stony Brook Har-
bor. His approach to hunting is
rooted in respect for nature — he
only hunts what he consumes and
teaches hunter education courses

continued on page 72

Smag

A vacation-land
right in
your own backyard!

Wouldn't it be nice to have a place
to go where your whole family could
relox and ease the tensions of life...2
Without expensive vacation
reservations and fravel expenses?
Since it is your family and

your property we are talking about,

;I

; N - "
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you will want a quality installation by an experienced, reputable pool builder. Sundance will provide you
with a durable, safe, easy to maintain swimming pool built just the way you like it.

sundanceswimmingpools.com
631-862-1900

email: sunpool@optonline.net
Suffolk License #10921HI » Nassau License #H280344

sunoarnce swimming pools inc.
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Guidance you can trust. Results you'll love.
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697 Short Beach Road, Nissequogue | Available - $7,200,000.
Soundview Haven is situated on 11.2 acres of verdant lawn, lush plant life and
mature trees in the picturesque Village of Nissequogue. Perfectly nestled

on the property with magical views of the Long Island Sound and 332 ft. of
beachfront, this stunning Estate is truly one-of-a-kind. MLS# L3587428.

32 Kings Park Road, Commack | Available - $739,000.

Charming and well-maintained Split Level home featuring a bright living
room with wood floors and crown molding, a remodeled kitchen, and a cozy
den with a wood-burning fireplace. Includes 3 bedrooms, a partial basement,
new gas heating and central air, and a new cesspool. MLS# 895767.

263 North Country Road, Smithtown | Available - $649,000.
Welcome to this beautifully updated Ranch-style home offering comfort,
character, and convenience. Inside, find refinished wood floors and freshly
painted interiors. This home features a guest suite ideal for multigenerational
living, making it as practical as it is charming. MLS# 884806.

26 Grove Avenue, Saint James | Pending - $1,599,000.

New construction Hampton-style Colonial on a flat half acre of property.
Carefully designed, embodying luxury in every room. The open floor plan is
well suited for the avid entertainer as well as for everyday comfortable living.
You will immediately notice the details the moment you enter. MLS# 852840.

2 The Spout, Smithtown | Pending - $1,200,000.

Tucked away on a beautifully landscaped acre of flowering trees and carefully
planned gardens, this Yablonski-built Farm Ranch is near both Hamlets of
Smithtown and Saint James. This home merges character with modern
updates to offer a space that’s both stylish and welcoming. MLS# 875664.

Marianne Koke

Associate Real Estate Broker
€.631.335.7111
mariannekoke@danielgale.com

1

284 Bow Drive, Hauppauge | Pending - $759,000.

Discover the charm of this classic Colonial home which offers the perfect
blend of comfort and convenience. The home offers newer roof, central air
and gas heat. The backyard features a deck and heated salt water inground
pool surrounded by concrete patio, great for relaxing. MLS# 859439.

Smithtown Office
81 Route 111 | Smithtown, NY 11787

danielgale.com

Each office is independently owned and operated. Ii!
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TO ALLWHO ATTENDED THE
DEEPWELLS MUSIC FESTIVAL 2025 i -
RED,WHITE & BLUE JAM - Vou Rock/ om W

What an incredible day at Deepwells Mansion! tﬁ

We at the Deepwells Farm Historical Society f
are overwhelmed with gratitude after another

amazing Music Festival! Asa 100% volunteer-run I!
organization, it’s truly remarkable what we're able |

to accomplish together—with just a few dedicated

board members and a small but MIGHTY group of |
volunteers. We simply couldn’t do it without you!

The love we all share for this historic mansion was on full display on
July 12th—in every detail, every smiling face,and in the incredible
turnout! It was a beautiful day filled with...

BT
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Ahuge thank-you to the outstanding bands who lit up our ‘porch’ stage:
Vinyl Revival, Black and Blue - Rolling Stones Tribute, Stoned Temple
Project,and “Freebird” The Lynyrd Skynyrd Tribute™you all brought your
A-game and delivered a spectacular show! And to Don Audio Sound, thank
you for keeping everything running smoothly behind the scenes all day.

Special thanks to Bryan Preble, for his powerful and heartfelt performance
. of the Star-Spangled Banner—you kicked off the day with pride and spirit! We are also
incredibly grateful to Eddy’s Power Equipment of St.James, LaVita Massage in St.James and
| CLS Sales of Holbrook for your generous support and donation.And thank you
to Rich Balter Photography for capturing the spirit of the day so beautifully.

We'd also like to extend our thanks to Suffolk County for their continued

partnership and stewardship of this historic property. It’s through this
collaboration that we're able to host events like these, helping raise funds to
preserve and maintain Deepwells Mansion for generations to come.

Thanks to our vendors, our raffle kids and to everyone who came out, donated,
bought raffles, or simply showed up - Your support fuels everything we do!
And to the St James Chamber of Commerce who is always there to lend a
helping hand. Together, were preserving the past and creating unforgettable
memories for the future—right here at Deepwells.

With hearnifett thanks,

The Deepwells Farm Historical Society
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An Historic Home Gets an Historic Renovation

Nestled in the picturesque pines
and lush landscape of St James lies
the historic estate of Deepwells
Farm. Built in 1845, the original es-
tate covered over 50 acres, encom-
passing the still existing St James
General Store, and the two 125-foot
deep, brick-lined wells from which
it's name is derived. The mansion,
once home to former New York City
Mayor William J. Gaynor, was con-
structed in the vein of 19th-century
Greek Revival architecture and is
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

Over the years, through both pri-
vate and public ownership, the
house endured periods of disrepair.
In te 1980s the house was acquired
by Suffolk County and slowly re-

e stored it to its

————— former glory.
| In 2007, the
b County em-

A ——= ployed full-time
" R—=employees to
oversee and
maintain the
house, but
eventually
budgetary con-
straints forced
the county to
remove those
employees. The
plan was, once
again, to close
the house. The
Park Commissioner at the time, Ron
Foley, addressed a number of con-
cerned citizens and shared the
bleak news about the mansion’s fu-
ture. He opened the door for a co-
operative arrangement between
the County and a local organiza-
tion willing to support the prop-
erty.

Motivated to prevent the man-
sion from slipping back into its
state of extreme disrepair and a

desire to continue to see the
property used for the benefit of the
community, the Deepwells Farm
Historical Society was
formed. The County was
a crucial partner in the
venture and guided the

group through the transformation.
The Historical Society is an all vol-
unteer group that is in contract with
the county to run, maintain, repair
and utilize the property. Deepwells
Farm County Park, as it became
known, is owned by the County
and under the responsibility of Suf-
folk County Parks and Historic Serv-
ices, led by Richard Martin. This
almost two decade-old relationship
has proven to be an ideal partner-
ship between government and pri-
vate citizens.

Now for some BIG news!

The Historical Society has been
very busy with extensive repairs to
the mansion’s interior and exterior
over the past few months. (See pic-
tures). One of the most exciting
projects is the restoration of the cor-
ner at 25A and Moriches Road.

Under care-
ful guidance
of the
County, they
will be re-
claiming the
overgrown
corner and
restoring it to
a much more
accurate rep-
resentation of
the past. This will result in making
that crucial space in St. James much
more attractive. Construction and
landscaping began in August.

These and other projects are
funded by the efforts of the Deep-
wells Farm Historical Society Board
of Directors. The board includes

continued on facing page 20
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406 NO. COUNTRY RD.
\ST. JAMES, NY 11780

DCB al‘biel‘i Associates, Inc,

Your Real Estate Professionals Since 1960

631-862-7447

Custom quality new construction. Post
Modern Hampton style Colonial fea- &
tures: 9’ ceilings, wide plank white oak
floors, coffered ceiling, custom large
open EIK, white Shaker cabinets, quartz
tops, oversized waterfall center island.
Electric fireplace in LR. Stunning primary
BR & custom private bath. 3 additional
BRs & 2 full baths. Garage, 9’ basement
w/ose. Too much to list! Must see!
$1,349,000.

VIEW US AT: WWW.DEBARB.COM
ST. JAMES “CUSTOM QUALITY NEW CONSTRUCTION”

MOUNT SINAI ELEGANT POST MODERN
“WATERVIEW”

Diamond ++ brick colonial,
quality thru-out. custom mold-
ings, HW floors & high ceil-
ings (9, 11" &18’), grand 2
story entry foyer, large gour-
met EIK w/granite, maple
cabs & SS appls. First floor
primary suite, FLR & DR
w/frplc. Home office w/private entrance. 4 BRs, 3 full baths, 2 half baths.
full bsmnt, low line septic. Two 275 gal oil tanks. Andersen thermo windows
w/transom windows. CAC, 200 amp electric w/generator hook up only, hy-
dronic heating. 3 car side entry garage. One level acre, large koi pond w/2
waterfalls, cul-de-sac. must see! $1,700,000.

SMITHTOWN VILLAGE OF THE BRANCH
“CUSTOM CONTEMPORIZED COLONIAL”

Two story entrance foyer,
vaulted ceilings, two car side
entry garage & 3/4 unfinished
basement. This 3 BR, 2 1/2
bath home has a den w/wood
burning fireplace & large EIK.
Two zone Burham furnace
w/Riello head, CAC, 200 amp |
electric, public water. Arch. roof P ¥ o
+/- 5 years old, inground sprin- = e X
klers, cedar wood & fieldstone i l‘--"""lh.:. = .
siding, blacktop half circular driveway, large bi level rear deck & level private ev-
ergreen screened rear yard, cul-de-sac. $885,000.

6 BR, 5 bath Colonial. Custom maho-
gany front door. FDR/hardwood floors. 9’
ceilings. Updated open chefs EIK w/gra-
nite tops, Viking cooktop, double con-
vection ovens. Central air, central vac,
200+ amp electric. Bsmnt. 3 car det. ga-
rage. Bucolic level fenced rear yard.64
acre. Covered Lanai, Trex decking. Nat.
Grid gas heat. So much more! Potential
M/D w/proper permits. Must see!
$1,275,000.

ST. JAMES “CUSTOM VICTORIAN STYLE”

STONY BROOK
“MEDICAL OFFICE CONDO”

Prestigious brick bldg in
medical park. Former peri-
odontist office, includes office
furniture & high end Interior
finishes. Reception area,
waiting room, 3 exam rooms,
office & lab room. 1.5 baths.
Full basement, partially fin-
ished. Gas heat, CAC, Ample
parking. Diamond condition.

$329,000.

ST. JAMES
“TOTALLY RENOVATED COLONIAL”

3 BR, 2.5 bath home with pri- F
mary suite on 1st floor, 2

large BRs on 2nd floor, on .25 "
acre, with Azek front and vinyl
siding. thermopane windows,
architectural roof, covered
front porch with Trex decking.
Wide plank wood floors,
brand new Shaker style
kitchen cabinets and quartz <
counter tops with new SS appls. New LED hi- hat Ilghtlng, 2 new bathrooms,
nat. grid gas heat, Navien hot water, rear Trex deck. 200 amp electric, black-
top driveway, unfin. basement. Whole house fan. Must see! $749,000.

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
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An Historic Home Gets An Historic Renovation

continued from page 18

Scott Posner, Denise Davis, Karen
Richardi, Amy Biondi, Denise Wla-
dyka, Kathy Weber and Katrina
Hayward. Their efforts have sup-
ported the following projects;
shutter restoration, interior floor re-
finishing, carpet replacement, flag
pole replacement, east garden re-
storation, lawn restoration behind

house, outdoor
sprinklers, attic
window grate re-
storation, cupola
restoration, fence
replacement
along Moriches
Road, ongoing
window repairs,
new hot water
heater, new sinks
and toilets in
bathrooms, pur-
chase of an Auto-
mated External Defibrillator (AED),
front garden restoration, hedge
trimming, event seats (replaced
twice), all new lights in the General
Store (which the Historical Society
has included in it's responsiblities,
new exterior LED lighting, driveway
stone replacement, regraded and
repaired drainage around the west
side of the house, interior dec-
orative rosette restoration and re-
placement, ongoing plaster repairs,
new basement stairs, replace signif-

icant amount of exterior siding,
new mahogany ramp behind the
house and tread repair on east side
of house, internal lighting upgrades
in kitchen and dining rooms and
much more to come. As notes by
board member Scott Posner, “hav-
ing responsibility for an old house
entails endless maintenance!”
Among other events, the Histori-
cal Society produces the annual
Haunted House that provides a sig-
nificant portion of the revenue
needed to accom-
plish their goals.
This event has
grown over the
years from 1 vol-
unteer to well over
their current
members of 100.
Thanks to this in-
credibly dedicated
group of volunteers,
they are able to ac-
complish a great
deal at Deepwells.
The mission of
the Historical Soci-
ety is to ensure that

Deepwells remains
a Cultural Center
for the community,
keeping an open
window to the past
while utilizing the
property for the
benefit of the res-
idents of St. James
and Suffolk
County. The group
is thankful to the
St. James Chamber

of Com-
merce for
their con-
tinued
support
through
the years.
The His-
torical So-
ciety is
very proud
of the pub-
lic and pri-
vate partnership that has helped
Deepwells flourish through time
and that will hopefully continue in
the future.

DEEPWELLS MANSION

2 Taylor Lane

St. James, N.Y. 11780.

Follow on Facebook at

Deepwells Farm Historical

Society for more information.
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EXPERIENCE COUNTS

DON’T LEAVE YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE TO CHANCE

- 8 Py — .-_| -
- s s - i _‘i-_-'-h.-! - - - b i S - g, 5

Invesfmenf Managemenf Mutual Funds
Insurance - Retirement & Financial Planning

A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR
Integrity - Insight - Independence

21 BENNETTS RoaD, Suite 201 / SETAUKET, NEw YORrRK 11733
631-979-6000 / Fax 631-979-6023
www.branchfinancialsrvcs.com

YOU CAN'T HUG AN 800 NUMBER™
HARLAN J. FISCHER AND MICHAEL J. BRESCIA

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH CETERA WEALTH SERVICES, LLC, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC.
ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED THROUGH BRANCH FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC., A REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISOR.
CETERA IS UNDER SEPARATE OWNERSHIP FROM ANY OTHER NAMED ENTITY.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1974
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Drive for Dana Foundation Car Show

The Drive for Dana Foundation
rolled into Deepwells for a Camaro
vs. Mustang car show. 130 cars and
over 200 people enjoyed the beauti-
ful day full of horsepower and ri-
valry. The Mustangs pulled out a
close victory but the Camaros will
be back even stronger next year.

ST JAMES RESIDENTS

CALL Now TO SCHEDULE YOUR POOL CLOSING

NORTHWAY POOLS OFFERS
* Reliable Professional

Pool Cleaning & Maintenance
* Opening & Closing Services

* Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly
Vacuum Service

: * All Repairs & Renovations AY
CALL N n R T H w
631-862-8925 | —

OR EMAIL
Northwaypools@gmail.com

Lifetime St James Resident
With 30 Years Plus Experience

Loop Loc Cover

Dealer
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Celebrating 44 Years of Educating Students in the Art of Dance
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Where Dancers Grow and Lifelong Friendships are Made

Tiny Tots (Age 2) » Pre-School (Ages 3-4) + Combo (Ages 5-6)
Tap * Jazz * Ballet + Pointe * Lyrical

Contemporary * Hip Hop * Technique + Adults

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

choruslinedance.com

FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

MNew Students: Try us out for freel ONE FREE -HOUR CLASS for all new
students in any genre. AND FREE CLASS REGISTRATIONI

4 SAINT JAMES STUDIO SMITHTOWN STUDIO 4
380 LAKE AVE 163 TERRY ROAD

631-584-7575 631-543-7575 o
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The St. James General Store — A St. James Treasure

by Scott Posner

Back in the day, permission slips
from Elementary School were
eagerly presented at home in order
to make the annual “big” trip to the
St. James General Store. The trip
today from East Northport to St.
James seems much smaller. How-
ever, the grandness of the General
Store remains. We emptied our
piggy-banks and filled our pockets
with the change that would then be
used for a myriad of fabulous old-
time candy.

The St. James General Store is a
jewel in our town. First opened in
1857 by Ebenezer Smith, a descen-
dant of Richard “Bull” Smith, it re-
mains the longest running store in
America. Its location, in the heart of
St. James, had about thirty houses
that were mostly concentrated
along Moriches Road, Three Sisters
Road and Harbor Hill Road.

In the 1840’s, Ebenezer lived in
the hamlet of Smithtown known as
Sherawogge. He headed west with
an assortment of goods packed on
horseback to trade with Native
Americans and settlers in the Mis-
sissippi River Valley. After building
a successful store out west called
the Ebenezer and Everett’s Store, he
returned home to Sherawogge,
which was by then called St. James
in honor of the local Episcopal
Church.

Much of the history of St. James
during this period is associated with
the store. Here, the residents pur-
chased yard goods, kitchen wares,

medicine, shoes, horse medicine,
tobacco, groceries, hardware, and
more. Since the Post Office was lo-
cated within this store, it became a
central meeting place where the
townsfolk gathered to wait for the
mail, catch up with the local gossip
and keep in touch with the world.
There were even parties, dances
and seasonal celebrations held in
the large upstairs room. When the
first telephone in the village was in-
stalled at the store, it became even
more of a community center.

THE EARLY RESIDENTS
Most of the early settlers of St.
James were farmers. The soil was
rich in the area and crops thrived in

the fields. Some families, however,
made their living by cutting cord-
wood and hauling it down to the
dock at the end of Cordwood Path,
a site that is still a short distance
from the store. Others harvested
shellfish, particularly scallops, soft
clams and oysters taken from Stony
Brook Harbor. They shipped their
catch by schooners to New York
City.

Many men also served as cap-
tains and sailors on various trading
vessels. A cargo of shellfish or cord-
wood was taken to New York City
and traded for the City's abundant
horse manure brought back to en-
rich the farmer's fields. There were
also some who worked at ship-
building. Whatever their labor,
these families depended upon the
General Store for goods and serv-
ices.

THE CELEBRITIES

In 1873, the railroad arrived in St.
James. Immediately, there was fear
that the area would fall into the
hands of land speculators. That fear,
however, never materialized. In-
stead, a diverse cast of personalities
from New York City discovered St.
James.

According to local history, Willie
Collier, a famous silent actor and
playwright was enjoying a bicycle
trip from New York City with a few
friends. They all stopped to rest in
St. James and found the area to be
charming. Mr. Collier eventually set

continued on page26
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EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF MODERN LIGHTING

ENJOY
STRESS FREE HOLIDAYS!

We specialize in providing high-
quality lighting to illuminate your
world. Our products are designed
to enhance the ambiance of any
space, from Cozy Homes to Stylish
Offices Buildings. Let us help you
find the perfect lighting solution for
any of your needs.

WE FEATURE

* Best Selection of Lighting & Decor
* Lights That Sync to Music

» Affordable, Competitive Prices

* Wide Range of Products

* Exceptional Customer Service

! : EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
ENAmS,. « Christmas in September

mﬁ'w Never too early to book

Christmas light installations

A Family owned and operated business, Have it done by a
Dream Lighting has been providing high- licensed electrician,
quality lighting and electrical needs for a not by a handyman or painter
combined 50 years. Our team of experts is Book 207 ff
dedicated to helping our customers find the now for o O

right lighting and decor for their projects, Offer expires November 5, 2025
both temporary and permanent. We have a
wealth of knowledge and experience in the

industry, and we are always happy make
your lighting dreams come true.

DREAM UGHTING

DreamLightingLINY.com
DreamLightingLINY@gmail.com
631-946-9998
Open Mon.-Fri. 9-5

VISIT OUR GALLERY
TO EXPERIENCE THE BEAUTY OF
MODERN LIGHTING
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The St. James General Store — A St. James Treasure

continued from page 24
up a summer estate and many fa-
mous people followed his lead.
The old store ledgers show the
names of William Gaynor (Mayor of
New York), Stanford White (world
famous architect), Frank McNish,
Lionel Barrymore, Virginia Lee and
Joe Flynn (actors). Later these early
stars and personalities were fol-
lowed by others such as Ethel and
John Barrymore, Lillian Russel,
Maud Adams, Buster Keaton, Myrna
Loy, Ruth Roman, Irving Berlin and
Heavyweight Champion James J.
Corbett. These and many other ce-
lebrities signed in at the register of
the old General Store, mingling
with the farmers, fishermen and
tradesmen of the town. In more re-
cent years, James Earl Jones filmed
a Bell Atlantic commercial on the
front porch of the St. James General

I

Store.

As the calendar turned from the
1800s to the 1900s, Everett Smith,
Ebenezer's son, ran the store. He
was a man who could be as color-
ful a personality as his ancestors.
Everett was a prominent Republican
and saw to it that all Republican
parades commenced from the front
porch of the store.

There is also a story that Everett
Smith, as a courtesy, stepped out-
side to deliver mail to women on
horseback who did not want to dis-
mount from their horses to go into
the store. After a while, he tired of
dashing in and out of the store. He
posted a sign stating; "People on
horseback must enter store for
mail." One day, a women entered
the store for her mail — on horse-
back!

An additional old story tells us
that architect Stanford White
frequently used the telephone to
conduct his business. One day, a
storm arose quickly while he was at
the store. He finished his call and
stood quietly on the porch to watch
the lightning. Soon, he walked
away and when he was a safe dis-
tance from the store, a bolt of light-
ning struck the phone he had just
used.

INTO MODERN TIMES
[n 1940, Everett Smith passed
away. His father-in-law Karl Ericson,
assumed the duties of storekeeper.

Mr. Ericson maintained the store
until he was ninety years old.

In 1959 Louise and Andrew Hav-
riski saved the store from a fate as a
residence. They maintained the in-
tegrity of this landmark with busi-
ness and service to the community
including the preservation of an his-
toric establishment destined to be-
come a living bridge between past
and present. In 1980, the store was
owned by John and Eleanor Oakley
who were also aware of its historic
nature. They were concerned that
this landmark would become de-
stroyed or misused.

In July of 1990 the 133 year-old
general store was purchased in a
joint preservation effort between
the Suffolk County Department of
Parks and New York State. The State
bestowed a $110,000 grant to make
the purchase possible.

Today, the store reflects a period
between 1880 and 1910. Sales
women dressed in Gibson Girl out-
fits are eager to answer questions
about the store's history or to point
out the many museum pieces that
highlight the rooms. Artifacts from
the Victorian time period line the
shelves, mingled with the large as-
sortment of merchandise for sale.
There are displays of ledgers and
old photographs in museum cases.
The St. James General Store is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places.

continued on facing page
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continued

Throughout the years the old store has resisted the
changes of progress. It is unchanged structurally since
1894. The original counters and cases, the post office,
coffee grinder, tea canisters, pot belly stove, barrels, old
checkerboard, and many other items remain to permit
visitors to look at the Long Island of the Nineteenth
Century.

Today, the store is in the capable hands of “Store
Keeper” Stephanie Potts who joined the staff 2 years
ago. She is in the center of the photo with team
members Bernadette Davis, who joined the staff in
2006. Pat Rohr has been with the store since 1991.
Also, behind the counter, you will find Madeline Hoff-
mann and Doris Cavutu who both have been with the
store since 1990. They are a very dedicated crew who
all LOVE working at the store and eagerly welcome vis-
itors of all ages. The other photo shows veteran store
employee Madeline Hoffmann with new employee, St.
James’ own Emily Moylan.

When asked what makes the store such a special
place, they enthusiastically shared that walking through
the door is a wondrous step back in time. A magical
place where the bedlam of today is replaced by the
nostalgia of a time long past. Where every sense will be
engaged — the sound, the smell and the feeling will
convince you that a time portal has opened up before
you.

Want proof that a true marvel still exists? Find your
way over to the St. James General Store. Step in and ex-
plore the 2 floors of merchandise dispersed among an
impressive display of antiques — helping to keep the
past alive. You can even see where the mail was sorted
and get a feel for the life the store brought to a very
young St. James.

The St. James General Store is located at
516 Moriches Rd., St. James, NY 11780. They are open
7 days a week from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

For information call (631) 854-3740 or you can visit
www.suffolkcountyny.gov/Departments/Parks/Historic-
Sites/St-James-General-Store

LAM f"\\ E NUL

599 LAKE AVE.,
SAINT JAMES, NY 11780
(631) 820-0200

www.lakeavenuefloralhomeshoppe.com
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Remembering the Tennis Legend From St. James

by Richard B. Smith

The next time you either go to, or
drive by, Gaynor Park in St. James,
take notice of the tennis courts that
have been beautifully restored by
the Town Parks Department. These
courts are the landmark of the leg-
end that once practiced here dec-
ades ago as a young boy, and rose
to the top ranks in tennis.

There have been many gifted ath-
letes from St. James over the years,
some who have gone on to be
highly successful collegiates, and
others who have pursued profes-
sional careers. But there is one
whose great achievements are little

T ]
'

In this photo; Embree Rockwell, Charles D. Miller, Gene Scott, Richard B. Smith
— future Mayor and authors of this article, and Leighton “Pate” Coleman at the
dedication of the new tennis courts at the Knox School in the early 1980s.

remembered today in St. James.
Eugene “Gene” Scott, born in
1937, was a gifted all-around ath-
lete. He graduated from Yale in
1960, and while there, was a varsity
letterman in soccer, ice hockey, la-
crosse and tennis. It was his mas-
tery in tennis that carried him to
international acclaim and earned

him entry into the Tennis Hall of

Fame in Newport, Rhode Island.
Although excelling in many
sports, it was tennis that was his
true love. As a young boy, Gene
would wait for his father to get
home from work to take him to
Gaynor Park to practice his game
until darkness fell. He would occa-
sionally write of those early years,
continued on page 30
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TRATTORIA

RUSTIC ITALIAN CUISINE

~ SINCE 2013 ~
NOW OPEN MONDAYS
Lunch served Monday-Friday 12-2 pm
Dinner served Monday-Saturday 5-9 pm

Reservations are
strongly recommended

Please view our Takeout Menus at
www.thetrattoriarestaurant.com
and call us to place an order

631-584-3518

532 North Country Rd.
St. James, NY 11780

o

Follow us
on Instagram

We accept cash
or check only
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NEDVIN HOME TEAM

of SIGNATURE PREMIER PROPERTIES

Rowena Nedvin & Dave Nedvin

LAREBS

ASSOCIATE RE BROKERS
Rowena’s Cell: 631.767.5221 e David’s Cell: 631.767.5220

Trust us to market your home.

Real Estate Brokerage
in Suffolk County

Small Team
in Smithtown

Now, more than ever, experience matters!

SMITHTOWN. Village of the Branch. Beauti-
ful 3 BR 2 1/2 bath Colonial. This home was
originally a carriage house and has been to-
tally rebuilt. Still retains some unique fea-
tures. Hardwood floors with an open floor
plan, 2 car garage. $779,000.

ST JAMES. Magnificent custom built 4BR,
2.5 bath home set on over an acre of parklike
property. Large spacious rooms, hardwood
floors throughout. Zoned for 3 horses with
barn with water and electric. 2 car garage, full
basement. $1,299,990.

ST JAMES. 4 BR, 2 bath expanded Colonial
with huge primary bedroom. Hardwood floors
throughout, spacious rooms. Basement.
Quiet mid block location. $749,990.

ST. JAMES. Fairfield 55 plus community. 3
BR, 2 1/2 baths, a garage. Designer show-
place.Totally updated throughout. Primary
BR on the first floor with an en suite bath-
room. $619,990.

SMITHTOWN COLLEGE SECTION. 3 BR,
1 1/2 bath home. Hardwood floors thruout,
central air. Set on quiet street with 1 car
garage, basement. $629,990.

ST JAMES. Fairfield 55+ Development.
1 BR, 1 1/2 bath Ranch. Bright & light thru-
out. Dining area converted into 2nd BR with
temporary wall easily removed.  $414,990.

SIGNATU

631.360.2800

RE £

PREMIER PROPERTIES

7 W. Main Street, Smithtown, NY 11787

signaturepremiere.com
rnedvin@gmail.com e davidnedvin@gmail.com
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Remembering the Tennis Legend From St. James

continued from page 28

playing with his father on the old
cement courts with a chain link
fence net at Gaynor Park.

For most of his playing career,
Gene competed as an amateur,
only turning pro in 1968 at the age
of 31. He competed in his first tour-
nament in 1951 at the young age of
14. Truly a prodigy. Gene reached
his highest U.S. ranking in 1963 at
#4 and by 1967 was ranked #11.
Among the major tournaments he
competed in, Gene reached the
semi-finals of the 1967 U.S. Na-
tional Championship (which be-
came the U.S. Open the following
year) and three years prior in 1964,
reached the quarterfinals of the
French Open.

As a member of the U.S. Davis
Cup Team during the 1960s, he was
friends with, and a roommate with,
Arthur Ashe. In 1963, his singles
and doubles victories helped the
U.S. team win the Davis Cup that
year.

Well into his 60s, Gene remained
a highly competitive player, main-
taining a high ranking within his
age group. In 2002, he competed
in, and won, the USTA Men’s 65
Clay Court Championship. Two
years later, in 2004, he won the
USTA Mens 65 Grass Court Cham-
pionship. He followed that success
by winning the International Tennis
Federation Mens Super Senior
World Individual Championship in
the age 65 division.

Besides his decades-long playing
career, Gene was a major and in-
fluential contributor within the ten-
nis world. He was the founder,
editor and publisher of Tennis
Week, the industry bible. He was
foremost a champion of players at
all levels and worked to expand ac-
cess to the game for all interested.
In his editorials, he would occa-
sionally write of his experience as a
boy playing with his father in the
old courts at Gaynor Park. He was
considered the “conscience of the
tennis business.”

Always a great ambassador for
tennis, Gene was asked to create an

ATP tournament in Moscow. Work-
ing with Boris Yeltsin, President of
Russia at the time, he founded The
Kremlin Cup, a mid-level ATP tour-
nament which ran from 1990 to
2021. He was also the director of
numerous tournaments in New Jer-
sey and New York. In 1969, he was
a co-founder of the National Tennis
League and mentored young
players, including John McEnroe
and Vita Gerulaitis.

For older readers who might re-
member the 1973 “Battle of the
Sexes” tennis match between Billie
Jean King and Bobby Riggs held in
the Houston Astrodome, Gene was
a television commentator along
with Howard Cosell, Frank Gifford
and Rosemary Casals.

Having earned a law degree from
the University of Virginia in 1964,
Gene was also a practicing attorney
with his practice in New York City,
somehow finding time for his tennis
activities and for his family. Gene’s
immediate family included his wife
Polly, and their two children, Lucy
and Sam. His mother, Dorothy, was
a writer, and his father, Lytton, was
the treasurer of the Eastern Tennis
Association in the 1960s. In the
early 1960s, Lytton served as the
mayor of Nissequogue village.

Gene’s grandfather Dr. Eugene Sul-
livan was the inventor of Pyrex
glassware and was the Chairman of
Corning Glassworks.

What a career-world ranked
player, tournament director, author,
publisher, commentator and mentor
—always spreading the good news
about tennis for over five decades.
Sadly, Gene passed away in 2006 at
the age of 68 from amyloidosis.
Two years later in 2008, Gene was
inducted in the contributor category
into the International Tennis Hall of
Fame (ITHF) in Newport, Rhode Is-
land. His widow, Polly, with family
present, gave a most meaningful ac-
ceptance speech highlighting not
only his major accomplishments,
but his ardent, tireless work for the
sport of tennis. Since 2006, the
ITHF annually presents the Eugene
L. Scott Award to an individual who
embodies Gene’s ethical commit-
ment to the game and who has had
significant impact on the tennis
world.

Let us work on having our Town
Parks Department place a memorial
plaque at the Gaynor Park tennis
courts to honor the ten year old boy
who took the lessons he learned on
them to unimaginable heights.
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ASID DESIGNER NATALIE WEINSTEIN

Now offering Fall MASTER CLASSES for Students & Homeownerg;

-

Learn, have fun, and meet people just like you who LOVE decorating!

Including field trips to sources!

e History of desgn styles and how they apply today e Lighting Fee: $595 per attendee

e Clutter control & organization tools * Accessorizing for all 10 sessions

e Space planning & visualization e Kitchens & baths Time: Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
e Color & color schemes ¢ Budgets

e Paint & wallpaper e Designing from the floor up

For more information call 631-862-6198 (office) ® 516-242-9242 (cell) or Email: info@natalieweinstein.com

Natalie Weinstein Design Associates

459 LAKE AVENUE e ST. JAMES, NY 11780 e 631.862.6198
FAX 631.862.7834 ¢ WWW.NATALIEWEINSTEIN.COM

From Montauk to Manhattan, [P,
from renovation L%rozyﬁ decoration,
our firm fas been the go-to destination since 1973.
Gift Certificates
Fora pﬂrsamz[ Available
Nataie Weinsein, in home consultation with Natalie
Interior Designer, contact us at 631.862.6198.

Author, Columnist,
Motivational Speaker,

Media Personality Iﬂt{’fl‘@* Q QI? - M ﬁ fafYour Time C(}ngt
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Why visit Japan? One reason is
that is it halfway around the world,
but it is 180 degrees different from
the western world. It looks different,
sounds different, and its culture is
different.

We arrived in Tokyo’s Ginza,
which is very much like Times
Square — crowded, ultra modern
and neon. We visited a department
store where we were transfixed by
the beautiful and artistic displays of
food.

That afternoon, we visited the
Meiji shrine where we witnessed a

Japan

Shinto ceremony. Religion in Japan
is evenly divided between the two
main faiths, Shintoism and Bud-
dhism. Shinto rituals involve wor-
shiping ancestors and nature.
Buddhism’s basic tenets are belief
in the Four Noble Truths, and the
goal of Buddhism is to overcome
suffering caused by desire.

On to Mount Fuji, also known as
Fujiyama which is 12,388 feet high
and so majestic. We were lucky to
have a beautiful clear day and saw
itin all its glory.

We spent a night at a ryokan.

After removing our shoes and don-
ning special slippers, we changed
into our yukatas (robes) and were
treated to a fabulous kaiseki dinner.

Then we went to the onsen (hot
spring bath where men and women
bathe in separate areas. You undress
and leave clothes and bath towel in
a basket. You wash thoroughly, then
go to the communal big soaking
pool. No modesty here — and no
photographs either!

We visited a workshop in
Hakone where an artisan made
beautiful objects out of marquetry.
He layered different types of wood
using an ancient painstaking
process.

continued on page 34
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WE FIX UNCOMFORTABLE HOMES
DDYOUKNOW..  /A®@a-

Insulation performs its $eg, TRIPLE

in the summer as well! INSULATION

ATTICS - BASEMENTS - CRAWL SPACES
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\/ Stay Cooler, Longer [ S =
V' Lower Electric Bills Yo <
V/Hure Comfortable A
\/LEss Hurmid %
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WAIT, G

FREE PSEG Long Island
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sest st Anion Low Monthly

Best part ... iryoudo it now,
you’ll be ready for another '~ == 7" "= winter!
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continued from page 32

The Hakone Openair Museum
exhibits the world’s greatest artists
such as Dubuffet, Calder and Pi-
casso in a magnificent mountain
setting.

Another experience — a bullet
(shinkansen) train ride to Kana-
zawa. The spotless train has re-
served seats and is extremely
efficient, keeping a schedule to the
minute.

We walked around the beautiful
city and visited the Kenruen Gar-
dens and the Kanazawa Castle and
attended a tea ceremony after
which we walked around the Hi-
gash-Chaya District where there are
many old wooden structures and
geisha tea houses.

We feasted at the huge Omi-cho
food market and tasted squid jerky
and shaved dried seaweed.

Shirakawa is a mountain area
with gashi-show style steeply

pitched roofs which protect the
houses from the winter snows.
They cultivate silk worms here and
we made sticky rice buns from
scratch, actually grinding the rice
into flour.

Kiyoto is the original capital of
Japan containing gorgeous temples,
such as the Golden Pavilion.

The bullet train took us to Hiro-
shima, the final lap of our trip.
After visiting the beautiful tori at
Miyajima, we spent the afternoon at
Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park
which contains a museum, a ceno-
taph and a Children’s memorial.
We were touched to see the Gen-
baku Dome, the one building left
standing to remind us of the devas-
tation.

Our adventure over, this is part of
a haiku that I wrote:
Gardens, temples, shrines
Rocks reflect in still water
The young green of spring

Japan, lovely land
Now in our hearts forever
Treasured memories

HARBOR CLOSE TRAVEL 57w 38 |

TRAVEL FAR. LAUGH OFTEN. COME HOME WITH BETTER STORIES.

Fall: when leaves drop and so do your illusions of peace.

You think back-to-school means quiet. Surprise! February break is
lurking—like a toddler with a drum set and a sugar high. Harbor Close
Travel can help. We book actual vacations. Not “staycations” where you

just do more dishes.

Go somewhere warm. Or quiet. Or adult-only. (We won't judge.)

%, Call John Henry at (631) 708-5361

Or email johnhenry@harborclosetravel.com T
Your Local Travel Whisperer! Inspired by your journey,

.
: %
¥ -
" &
- -i!._:ﬁ.‘- - -_l-
"'ﬂ'.. Cy——
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Proudly Serwng
the Community '

Since 1957

Eco-Friendly Solutions for & Healthder,
Happier, Pest-Free Home

& Bed Bug

Take Back Your
Yard This Fall

Are mosquitoes kesping you

from enjoying your cutdoo

Spaces? Seln barreer agsins
tham ssith our effective

masguita spray

Protect Your Home and
Loved Ones

il e, S EahErmimating

pafe and peat-fres. Al 1he

v ngalnst
&) Seanonal Pests & Termites
) Rodenta o] Moscuano's

£ Ticka

Targeted Sprays

Targsted Speays to Maintain & Safeguarnd Your |
Lo Past-Free Yard (o EnEsy Exteisar AENITNL
This Seascn: tick nprays, oee Irwmclors

Firies| | @l i, MaasgUolhe sDrayE

oy 334 Morth Country Road, 5t

\ames NY 11780 B scientifices

Exterior Defensa

=L ARt

FosrCiak

Interior Protection

roporiy’'s Protect the Intedor of Your

Herrsr From Unisanied Posts
1o Siprays Erecliniiings: rodenis, insecks,

iR aoNR| Datls

DO = markfscientificexl.com
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New York i ﬁiig RGPS ?
Little a-ai
League

State
Champs!

What an

incredible run er“E i F.F‘l.":'_,:k
for our

local hometown . i " - ETATE
heroes! & gy CHAMPIONS

Congratulations!!

POWER HOUSE Last Chance to Save 30% on Solar!
H G M E E N E RGY Federal Solar Tax Credit Ends December 31st, 2025

SOLAR - ROOFING - HEATPUMPS
We warned vou In past issues — now it's official; The 30% Federal Solar Tax Credit is being eliminated 9 yrs
early. You have just a few months left to go solar and lock in thousands in savings before it's gone for good

Don't wait. Don’'t overpay. Don’t miss out. Reach out today.
& Aypid PSEG's brutal rate hikes o Eliminate or Stash your PSEG bill & fero-down finance options avallable
# Increase your home's value » Create your own clean ErErgy for decades # Protect our community & planet

Power House is based right here in Saint James

We're your neighbors—not some overpriced out-of-town solar giant. We're lean, local, and laser-focused on
hel ping our community @o solar the right way. And here’s the best part.As a token of our gratitude for the
overwhelming support fram the Saint lJames community, mention Our Town 5aint James and save $2.500

on your solar installation] (Offer valid Jul 14%, 2025 - Dec 31%, 2025)

Refer and Earn 52,500
That's right—refer a friend, neighbor, coworker or family member to Power House Home Energy and if they
go sofar, you get a $2,500 Referral Reward Check upon install. (Offer valid Jul 14", 2005 - Dec 31%, 2025)

Together we are making a difference
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A fresh approach to
Property Management

Let Us Manage & Protect Your Assets
Our team is on your side

REAL ESTATE AND PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RETAIL - OFFICE - MULTI-FAMILY - LAND - INDUSTRIAL
» Commercial Landlord Representation :
* Property Management
* Commercial Investment Sales
* Commercial Leasing

OVER 5200 MILLION
IN RECENT COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

ON LONG ISLAND RICHARD PIND
mosne 631-524-0524

COMMERCIAL REALTY GROUP
59 LANDING AVENURE, SUITE 5, SMITHTOWN, NY 11787
WWW.RRCOMMERCIALREALTYGROUP.COM

SPECIALIZING IN COMMERCIAL LEASING & INVESTMENT PROPERTIES

R&R Realty FP 08-07-25
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AUNT

MEME"™S WISE

W O R D S

This common “Meme” phrase
was far from simple. After talking to
six people that heard this phrase
time after time, we realized that
each one of us had a far different
interpretation. When [ received that
message it came with a glint in her
eye and a raised eyebrow. My inter-

“Stay Out Of Trouble”

pretation? Be less afraid of a bit of
trouble — get your hands dirty and
don’t sweat the small stuff.

Someone else took it as relation-
ship advice. Another heard it as a
warning to be careful and take care
of themselves.

Amazing how a short sentence

Gutter Maintenance
Cleaning, Leaf Guards

~ EXTERIOR
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Roof Cleaning
No Pressure, Safe Foam Process Removal of
black/green algae stains, moss and lichen.

Pressure Washing/Softwashing
Siding, Decks, Patios, Fences

Paver Restorations
Cleaning, Polymeric Re-Sanding, Sealing

631-387-2156
SqueakyCleanLl.com
PO Box 151, St. James ¢ Licensed & Fully Insured

BI1-FEMT15
BiernbySiisiieen

delivered by a wise woman can
have so many interpretations.

Moral of the story? “STAY OUT
OF TROUBLE” can have many
meanings. It always made each of
us feel better knowing that Meme
was looking after us and on our
side. An example we should all be
inspired to follow.

We all need an Aunt Meme in
our lives to help guide us with their
love, concern, kindness and experi-
ence. While we lost Aunt Meme
some years ago, her words continue
to live on and her knowledge is still
being shared by those who knew
her best. If you have a question for
Aunt Meme feel free to email us at
info@ourtownstjames.com and your
questions will be answered by the
Aunt Meme trained panel of ex-
perts.

%
T
O
A,

Keep It Local!
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P. DeBlasio Builders, Inc.
FINE HOMES & RENOVATIONS

Proudly Serving Nassau & Suffolk Counties for Over 30 Years

Residential ¢ Commercial

® New Construction ® Construction Management
® Renovations ® Roofing, Siding, Windows
® Design & Plans Services ® Kitchens & Baths

® Outdoor Living Spaces

Wishing All the Students -
A Great Start to the School Year ul

273 Lake Avenue, St. James, NY 11780

Tel: 631.584.5500

info@pdeblasiobuilders.com

: _ At
Mermber of the www.pdeblasiobuilders.com B& NARI

C
of ckéar;nr:::ce Licensed & Insured 'l' - - g
Suffolk License 15543-H | Nassau License H18F6680000
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DAVE KELLER 516.729.8129

* Birthdays °® Fairs i

* Block Parties °* Picnics
* All Events

Avid readers may feel there’s
nothing better than diving into a
good book, but that book might be
even more beneficial than they real-
ize, particularly for older book lov-
ers. A 2016 study published in the
journal Social Science & Medicine
noted that reading books can pro-
mote empathy, social perception
and emotional intelligence, notable
i benefits that researchers found con-

: tributed to a survival advantage. Re-
W 40+ vEARS OF TI SENTO E BASSALIL searchers behind the study n(%ted

8 EXPERIENCE earehers e stucy not
GOLD » DIAMONDS + SILVER « WATCH BATTERIES OOk readers experienced a 24 per-
cent reduction in risk of mortality

- foll iod th
ST. JAMES JEWELRY non-book readers Equally notable.

among the researchers’ findings was

Your Trusted St. James Jeweler
for Over 40 Years...

specializing in custom designs
and expert jewelry repair

All work done on premises.

LENNY
# the Jeweler

' S H (§) ) P ) O Follow Us On older individuals who read books
L { 483 Lake Avenue, St. James, NY 11780 “ enjgred H}Ishsu.rvwal dadvantagﬁ re-
_ _ gardless of their gender, overa
ST JAMIES GHAMBER 63,1 862, 6775 ' health, socioeconomic status, or
OF COMMERGE www.stjamesjewelry.com education levels.

Summer Hours: Thurs.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4 from Memorial Day until Labor Day

' 3 Reach out to your customers.
-1=< Bring in new customers.
y N You’'ll get results when you advertise in
i Our Town St. James

"Illl [[bf—" For information please email us at:
II H -
X info@ourtownstjames.com
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PLEASE CALL TobDAY!!

SPECIALIZING IN SUPPLEMENT PLANS

AUTHORIZED AGENT

AARP UNITED HEALTHCARE

AETNA
ANTHEM
CiGNA
HumAaNnA
WELLCARE
GLOBE

SANDRA ALTAN
631-769-1584

SANDY(@SA-HEALTHPLANS.COM
670 MipbLE COUNTRY RD., ST. JAMES, NY 11780

MEDICARE CLIENTS: “We do not offer every plan available in your area.
Currently, we represent 7 organizations and 19 plans in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-Medicare, or your local State Health Insurance Program
to get information on all of your options."
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Sitl_lp_own Rotary Club News

—— e e e
ey —— - -

Each year the Rotary Club serves dinner to campers and staff at Camp Pa Qua Tuck, a Rotary camp for disabled individ-
uals located in Center Moriches. “Service Above Self” is the Rotary motto and they deliver!

CL=ANSLAT=

_ senvices = NG

WINDOW « SCREEN CLEAMNING

. SIDING CLEANING LAW OFFICE OF
ehiiupsniin i JOSEPH A. BOLLHOFER, P.C.
* PATIOS + DRIVEWAYS

* GUTTER CLEANING Elder Law

:
Real Estate

= HEW CUSTOMERS 10% OFF

= AN ADDITIOMAL 90% OFF:
HEALTHCARE WORKERS
LAaW ENFORCEMENT BOOK US TODAYT
FIRST RESPONDERS
MILITARY

CONTACT INFORMATION

TYLER O'NEILL | OWNER
[816)241-5148 CALL or TEXT
tylerficleanslatecleanarsli.com

Estate Planning and Administration

Proudly Serving the Community Since 1985
Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.

Member, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
(NAELA)

Past President, Chamber of Commerce

291 Lake Avenue
St. James, NY 11780
(631) 584-0100

@etoanslate |i | LICENSED & INSURED | clesnalatecisanersii.com www.bollhoferlaw.com ¢ info@bollhoferlaw.com
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WE'RE WIRED
TO PROVIDE

GREAT SERVICE

)” N PARIS ELECTRICAL

PROMPT < RELIABLE - QUALITY SERVICE

631 946-9998

www.pariselectricli.com

SENIOR DISCOUNT e POLICE/EMERGENCY SERVICE/MILITARY DISCOUNT
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE « REASONABLE RATES

=~ SUN BRITE x
H SOLAR BEB
HOME GENERATORS =

NO JOB TOO BIG ORTOO SMALL
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HELP

Pets For Adoption at Smithtown Animal Shelter

Adopt Goldie & Kate

Meet the fabulous mother/daugh-
ter duo Goldie & Kate! These exqui-
site beauties both boast stunning
tabby coats; Goldie’s is white with
magnificent shades of brown, and
Kate’s is white with stunning hues
of gray, giving her a unique and ex-

otic look. Goldie (mom) is approx-
imately four years old, and her
daughter “Kitty Kate” was born less
than a year ago.

Upon first introduction, you will
quickly learn that Goldie adores
people and is incredibly outgoing
and friendly. She will not hesitate to

Lizenos ASSIAH]

TTorecraﬁ dmstructlon ﬂ_

WA, MGFECFE‘HZCCIHS'EI"UCTIEIH cam ‘ s J
f.:'_...-'-- 4
631-584-7010 \ Cigrit g

From basic repairs .... to the house of your dreams ...

to everything in between.

With over 30 years of satisfied customers,
you can trust we'll get the job done right.

New Builds to Additions & Extensions

Siding Windows Roofing
Insulated Vinyl Siding Vinyl Replacements Complete Replacement
Imitation Wood Shakes Bays & Bows Re-Shingling
Soffits & Fascia Specialty Shapes Repairs
Gutters & Leaders Double Hung Flashing
Entryways Casements
Cwner Direct FREE DESIGN Al Wiork
Guarantesd

ARl CONSULTATION

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025

approach you enthusiastically, seek-
ing attention and good petting be-
hind her ears. It takes Kate a little
longer to warm up. She’ll quietly
observe her mom interact for a bit
until she decides to approach for
some love and affection, too. It is
extraordinary to witness the endear-
ing dynamic between this beautiful
mother and daughter and how
much joy they have to offer one
lucky family.

This pair will warm your heart
and offer a lifetime of cherished
memories to share. They are
bonded and need to be adopted to-
gether. Both would likely fit purr-
fectly in most homes, including
those with older children, possibly
cats, and calm dogs. Goldie is dia-
betic and will need a home that can
manage that. They both have FIV,
which is a minor issue.

If you are interested in meeting
Goldie and Kate please fill out an
application to schedule time to
properly interact with your prospec-
tive soul mates in a domestic setting.
All of the felines at the Shelter are
current on vaccines and have re-
ceived a full workup (blood work,

continued on page 46
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2 Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets,
Imagine your home, | fom o e s
Wall Beds, Wall Units, Hobby

tOta I Iy O rga n iZEd ! Rooms, Garage Flooring

and more...

s Fr@e
Installation

Terms and Conditions: $300 off any
order of $1198 or more, $200 off any
order of $998-$1198 or $100 off any
order of $698-$998, on any complete
custom closet, garage, or home office
unit. Not valid with any other offer.
Free installation with any complete
unit order of $600 or more. With in-
coming order, at time of purchase
only. Expires in 30 days. Offer not
valid in all regions.

12 Month Interest

Free Financing
Available!

With approved credit. Call or ask your designer for details.

Colleen has been
a professional de-
signer for over a
decade. She is a
member of the
American Society
of Interior De-
signers (ASID). As
a Senior Design
Consultant, she
has helped hun-
dreds of families
across Long Island
with their home
organizing needs.
Colleen finds it most rewarding to help her
neighbors in our town. She has lived in
St. James since 1993 and raised her five children
here.

—

Colleen Caemmerer,
owner.

Virtual Design Services Available

Call for a free in home design consultation and estimate

800-293- 3744 CD Closets @
sty Ouned s Oparte byDesign

Most Credit Cards Accepted Licensed & Insured  Nassau Lic #4044534000 Suffolk Lic #47713-H NYC Consumer Affairs Lic #1360201 2000 © All Rights Reserved, Closet by Design, Inc.

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025



_ 46 —

Y O U

C A N

HELP

Pets For Adoption at Smithtown Animal Shelter

continued from page 42

Feline HIV & Leukemia tested,
physical exam etc) by a board certi-
fied Veterinarian.

Foster Opportunity:
If you have no other pets or
young children at home, and are

looking for a way to serve your
community, please consider signing
up to be a foster. Foster parents pro-
vide temporary care for cats,
kittens, and dogs in their own
homes. Some animals need as little
as two weeks of care, while others
may need care for extended periods

9ops

Puirmgikin
ChiEsecake

.«

=

Last Chance
Favorites |

For Summertim

< 59 Rt 111, SMIthOWN s oo
- alpinepastryshop.com

HEW ITEM
Dshuml Chenetolabo
CUpCAK R

Custom Cakes
and Favors for
Every Occasion

OFF

ANY PURCHASE
55 MAXIMUM DISCOUNT

Excludes All Holidays
With coupon only * 1 per customer
Not combinable * Expires 9/29/25

f

of time.

Download the Foster Application
at: https:// www.smithtownny.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/4325/Foster-

Application
]ﬂ

’

Thinking About Adoption:

The Smithtown Animal Shelter’s
primary concern is finding the per-
fect home for each animal that finds
his/her way to us. The Animal Con-
trol Officers and Kennel Attendants
at the Smithtown Animal Shelter
will go out of their way to ensure
both the rescued and rescuer are
made for one another.

Where applicable, residents with
other pets can arrange to bring four-
legged family members to the
shelter or set up an at home meet &
greet to see how your prospective
family member does with other
family, pets and the household it-
self. Please allow an hour minimum
to meet and interact with your po-
tential new family member.

Visitor hours at the Smithtown
Animal Shelter are currently Mon-
day-Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m.. (Sun-
days and Wednesday evenings: by
appointment only). To inquire about
the Pet of the Week or to meet your
potential soulmate, please call the
Smithtown Animal Shelter at 631-
360-7575.

For more information regarding
our rescue animals available for
adoption visit:. TownofSmithtownA-
nimalShelter.com
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The Blackboatd

Infroducing Our Town’s newest spotlight, a feature
celebrating the people, projects, and pride across our
K-12 classrooms. From hallway happenings to standout
sfudent moments, The Blackboard brings you stories that
capture the spirit, energy, and accomplishments of our
schools.

Each month, we’ll shine a light on the institutions that

not only feach, but also inspire and shape the next
generation. More than classrooms and fextbooks, these
schools are the heartbeat of our community, sparking
curiosity, fueling creativity, and building character.

They guide students foward discovering their passions,
mastering skills for a changing world, and carrying values
that last long after the final bell rings.

This month’s edition features o welcome message from
our K-12 community leaders and directory of Long
Island colleges and universities, complete with in-
depth profiles of the exceptional institutions right in our
backyard, offering a closer look at the opportunities
awaiting our future graduates.

\ . 1"1{!} Co tif\ded._g_? next page.

i . T v
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Welcome message from
Smithtown Central School District

The Smithtown Central School District is excited to
welcome students for the 2025-2026 school year. The
district will open its doors for learning on Sept. 2! It's
the beginning of a new year full of opportunities to
learn, grow and connect.

To stay updated on the happenings within the SCSD,
please follow us on social media — X, Instagram and
Facebook @smithtowncsd or visit us on our website,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us.

Smithtown Central School District

Accompsett Elementary, 1 Lincoln St, Smithtown, NY
11787, 631-382-4155,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Accompsett-Ele-
mentary-School

Dogwood Elementary, 50 Dogwood Dr, Smithtown, NY
11787, 631-382-4255,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Dogwood-Elemen-
tary-School

Mills Pond Elementary, 246 Moriches Rd, St James, NY
11780, 631-382-4305,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Mills-Pond-Elemen-
tary-School

Mt. Pleasant Elementary, 33 Plaisted Ave, Smithtown,
NY 11787, 631-382-4355,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Mt-Pleasant-Ele-
mentary-School

Smithtown Elementary, 51 Lawrence Ave, Smithtown,
NY 11787, 631-382-4505,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Smithtown-Elemen-
tary-School

St. James Elementary, 580 Lake Ave, St James, NY
11780, 631-382-4455,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/St-James-Elemen-
tary-School

Tackan Elementary, 99 Midwood Ave, Nesconset, NY
11767, 631-382-2675,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Tackan-Elementary-
School

Accompsett Middle School, 660 Meadow Rd, Smith-
town, NY 11787, 631-382-2305,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Accompsett-Mid-
dle-School

Great Hollow Middle School, 150 Southern Blvd #1,
Smithtown, NY 11787, 631-382-2805, www.smith-
town.k12.ny.us/Schools/Great-Hollow-Middle-School

Nesaquake Middle School, 479 Edgewood Ave, St
James, NY 11780, 631-382-5105,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Nesaquake-Middle-
School

Smithtown High School East, 10 School St, St James,
NY 11780, 631-382-2705,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Smithtown-High-
School-East

Smithtown High School West, 100 Central Rd, Smith-
town, NY 11787, 631-382-2905,
www.smithtown.k12.ny.us/Schools/Smithtown-High-
School-West

Continued on next page

Eat = Drink = Shop = Live

.@izié

Local
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The Blackboard Bulletin

Continued from page

Harbor Countrv Dav School

Harbor Country Day School is a nonprofit, independ-
ent private school for children ranging from preschool
through eighth grade in Suffolk County, New York.

Harbor students approach learning with confidence
that only comes from feeling deeply connected to their
teachers. They embrace the rigor of a challenging curri-
culum because they are taught how to work with pur-
pose, and how to refine self-advocacy skills.
Opportunities for public speaking, community service,
athletics, cross-divisional mentoring programs, upper
school leadership retreats, and social-emotional learn-
ing programs help students realize their full potential as
individuals and as leaders. When they leave Harbor,
students are fully prepared to master the challenges of
secondary school, college, and life beyond.

Harbor is fully accredited by NAIS (the National As-
sociation of Independent Schools) and is a member of
the New York State Association of Independent Schools
(NYSAIS).

Welcome message from
Harbor Couniry Day School

P

Private: Harbor Country Day School
Harbor Country Day School, 17 Three Sisters Rd, St
James, NY 11780, 631-584-5555 www.hcdsny.org

Founded in 1904, The Knox
School has been a trusted name in
education for more than 120 years

James its home since the 1950s.
Today, Knox’s scenic waterfront campus is recognized
as a community landmark, welcoming day students
from Long Island’s surrounding areas and boarding stu-
dents from
across the
nation and
around the
globe.

The Knox
School
serves
learners in
grades 6-12,
along with a postgraduate year, offering a rigorous aca-
demic program paired with a strong focus on personal
growth. Rooted in compassion, Knox’s mission is real-
ized through a personalized, student-centered ap-
proach made possible by its intentionally small
size—allowing individualized attention, fostering close
student-faculty relationships, and ensuring every
learner feels seen, heard, and valued.

At Knox, compassion isn’t just a word—it's how we
teach, coach, and care for our students. Whether a stu-
dent’s passion lies in business or law, science or hu-
manities, arts or athletics, we provide the guidance and
opportunities to help each one shine. Our mission is

and is proud to call the hamlet of St.

Welcome message from The Knox School

clear - prepare students for top universities and em-
power them to become confident, purposeful leaders
ready to make a meaningful impact on the world.

With a rich history, a close-knit community, and a
commitment to cultivating academic excellence, lead-
ership and self confidence in every learner, Knox re-
mains a cornerstone of education on the North Shore of
Long Island. Families are invited to visit campus during
the Fall Open House, Saturday, October 18 from 10am-
1pm to see how Knox helps students become who they
were meant to be.

For more information, visit www.knoxschool.org or
call 631-686-1600 to schedule a tour.

Private: The Knox School
The Knox School, 541 Long Beach Rd, St James, NY
11780, 631-686-1600 www.knoxschool.org
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Public Colleges and Universities:

Farmingdale State College: Farmingdale State College
is the largest college of applied science and technol-
ogy in the State University of New York (SUNY) sys-
tem, with nearly 10,000 students and 47 degree
programs focused on emerging, high-demand and rel-
evant careers. 2350 NY-110, Farmingdale, NY 11735,
P. 934-420-2000. www.farmingdale.edu

Stony Brook University: Stony Brook University is a
public research university that offers more than 200
undergraduate programs and more than 140 graduate
and professional programs. Stony Brook has over
25,500 students enrolled at the university, which has
over 15,000 employees and over 2,850 faculty.100
Nicolls Road, Stony Brook, NY 11794 P. 631-632-
6000. www.stonybrook.edu

South Hampton location: 39 Tuckahoe Road, South-
ampton, NY 11968. P. 631-632-8000.

Suffolk County Community College: Member of the
State University of New York (SUNY) system, is the
largest and most comprehensive community college
in New York State. The college operates three cam-
puses: the Ammerman Campus in Selden, the Mi-
chael J. Grant Campus in Brentwood and the Eastern
Campus in Riverhead. Suffolk serves more than
26,000 credit students and thousands more in English
language, workforce, and continuing education pro-
grams. A leader in open access and academic excel-
lence, the college offers over 100 degree and
certificate programs. Ammerman Campus, 533 Col-
lege Rd, Selden, NY 11784. P. 631-451-4110.
www.sunysuffolk.edu

Private Universities:

Adelphi University: Adelphi offers exceptional liberal
arts and sciences programs and professional training,

with particular strength in Core Four-Arts and Human-

ities, STEM and Social Sciences, the Business and
Education Professions, and Health and Wellness. 1
South Ave, Garden City, NY 11530, P. 800-233-5744.
www.adelphi.edu

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory School of Biological
Sciences: Home to eight Nobel Prize winners, the pri-
vate, not-for-profit Laboratory employs 1,000 people

including 600 scientists, students and technicians. The

center offers advanced training in biological sciences.
1 Bungtown Rd, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724,
P. 516-367-8800. www.cshl.edu

Hofstra University: 1000 Hempstead Tpke, Hemp-

stead, NY 11549, P. 516-463-6600, Hofstra University

is a medium, 4-year, private technical college. This
coed college is located in a suburban setting and is
primarily a residential campus. It offers certificate,
bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. This col-
lege has an acceptance rate of 68% and a graduation
rate of 68%. Known for its strong programs in law,
journalism, and business. www.hofstra.edu

Long Island University (LIU): Long Island University
(LIV) is a private university with campuses in Brooklyn
and Brookville, New York. It offers over 500 academic
programs to its 16,000 students.

1 University Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11201,

P. 718-488-1000. www.liu.edu

Molloy University: Molloy University is a private
Roman Catholic university in Rockville Centre, New
York.[2] Initially founded as a school for women, it is
now co-educational. It provides more than 50 aca-
demic undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degree
programs for over 4800 students. 1000 Hempstead
Ave, Rockville Centre, NY 11570, P. 516-323-3000.
www.molloy.edu

]
|
Stony Brook
University
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NY Institute of Technology (NYIT):

NYIT offers over 65 undergraduate majors and 14
graduate degree programs including architecture,
physical and occupational therapy, life sciences, pre-
medical studies, nursing, computer graphics, engi-
neering, computer science, education, culinary arts,
hospitality management, communication arts, adver-
tising, interior design, telecommunications, account-
ing and business degrees. Northern Boulevard,
Valentines Lane, Old Westbury, NY 11568, P. 516-
686-1000, www.NYIT.edu

St. Joseph's University, New York: A Catholic univer-
sity with campuses in Patchogue and Brooklyn. SJINY
enrolls approximately 3,300 students and boasts a
13:1 student-to-faculty ratio that provides individual
attention in an open, supportive atmosphere. St Jo-
seph’s offers over 40 undergraduate majors, numer-
ous minors, and several Masters degree programs.
155 W Roe Blvd, Patchogue, NY 11772, P. 631-687-
5100. www.sjny.edu

Touro College and University System:

Touro is a full-service university with 19,000 students
across 35 different schools and colleges. Touro offers
a comprehensive undergraduate program, schools in
both law and business, doctoral programs in psychol-
ogy and Jewish studies and boasts five medical
schools. Campuses located in Manhattan, Nassau
University Medical Center, Brooklyn and Central
Islip, www.touro.edu

Webb Institute: Webb Institute is a private college fo-
cused on engineering and located in Glen Cove,
New York, United States. Each graduate of Webb In-
stitute earns a Bachelor of Science degree in naval ar-
chitecture and marine engineering. 298 Crescent
Beach Rd, Glen Cove, NY 11542, P. 516-671-2213.
www.webb.edu

ST. JAMES, NEW YORK

631.872.1076

All Phases of Custom Masonry

+ Patios

% Outdoor Kitchens

+ Fireplaces

% Walkways and Stoops
% Pool Patios

% Stone Walls

+ Brick and Stone Veneer

Licensed and Insured
Established 1986

Scotty’'s Masonry
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Gallery North Hosts 60th Annual
Outdoor Art Show and Music Festival Featuring

Gallery North is pleased to an-
nounce the 60th Annual Outdoor
Art Show and Music Festival, a two-
day event hosted every September.
With over 100 exhibitors, this out-
door festival provides a diverse se-
lection of affordable, exciting,
original paintings, prints, photogra-
phy, ceramics, pottery, woodwork,
glassware, artisan created jewelry,
handmade crafts, decorations,
clothing, and so much more! The
event will take place on September
20 and 21 and will be free and
open to the public. "

The Outdoor Art Show
and Music Festival hosted
by Gallery North has fea-
tured some of the finest
art and craft from regional
artists and artisans over its
long 60-year history, mak-
ing it a vital part of the re-
gional art community and
a significant tradition for
the public. Keeping with
the event format of past
years, the Outdoor Art Show and
Music Festival will include art in a
vast range of media, as well as deli-
cious and exciting food vendors,
raffle prizes, and an area devoted
solely to kids” activities. In addition,
Gallery North is teaming up with
WUSB 90.1 fm/107.3 fm Stony
Brook, NY this year to present live
musical performances. The WUSB
Music Stage will feature five music
groups each day of the festival,
some of which will be featured on
WUSB Radio in advance of the
Outdoor Art Show and Music Festi-
val. A second music stage will also
feature acoustic performances. Art
show awards and recognition will
also be granted for Best in Show
within several categories, including
woodcraft, fiber art, glass art, jew-
elry, painting, photography, pottery,
printmaking, and more. Our 2025
judges will include Deborah Katz, a
contemporary painter and curator
of the Alfred Van Loen Gallery,
South Huntington Public Library;

Jason Para-
dis, con-
temporary
artist and
Art Depart-
ment pro-
fessor at
Stony
Brook Uni-
versity; and
contemporary artist, Jo Wadler. All
award winners will be featured in
Gallery North’s Winner’s Circle ex-
hibition in 2026.

Art matters to our community.
This important, two-day event is a
celebration of the arts on Long Is-
land and affirms that the artists who
live here envision our region as a
place where impactful art experi-
ences contribute directly to the
quality of life for everyone and are
embraced as essential for the entire
community.

The Outdoor Art Show and Music
Festival will be situated outside
along North Country Road in Setau-
ket, between 25A and Ridgeway
Avenue, and on the grounds of Gal-
lery North (90 N. Country Rd, Se-
tauket). Working together, Gallery
North and WUSB will provide this
wonderful, community event for the
benefit of the Three Village com-
munity, as well as Long Island’s cre-
ative communities. The event is

proudly sponsored by the Field
Family, Toast Coffee + Kitchen and
the Study by Toast, Fluffy Puppy,
Glynn, Mercep & Purcell LLP, East
End Investigations and Security, Vil-
lage Art Collective, The Bench, DJ’s
Clam Shack, Three Village Kitchen
& Bath, Village Automotive Center,
the Three Village Rotary Club,
Elaine’s, Tasty Frosty, Costco, South-
down Coffee, and Gallery North’s
Board of Trustees.

Gallery North is a public, not-for-profit,
fine art gallery promoting the region’s fi-
nest contemporary regional art and
craft. Established in 1965, Gallery
North is located in the beautiful and
historic area of Setauket, Long Island,
and focuses on contemporary art in a
variety of disciplines, including paint-
ing, drawing, printmaking, ceramics,
and sculpture. Exhibits explore the di-
versity and vitality of the arts on Long
Island, while classes, workshops, talks,
and annual festivals involve community
members in the lively process of art
making. Next door, in The Studio at
Gallery North, the community is pro-
vided with a diverse selection of educa-
tional programming, including classes
and workshops in a variety of mediums,
such as watercolor, life drawing, paper-
making, as well as printmaking, done in
house on our printing press. For more
information, visit gallerynorth.org or
find us on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,
or Twitter (@gallerynorthli).
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Dressing For the Occasion

by June Capossela Kempf

Have you noticed? People are not
dressing up anymore. No matter
where you go, you can hardly tell if
folks are wearing glorified sweat-
pants or their comfy pajamas in
public. Part of me disapproves and
part rejoices. Afterall, this trend
saves me money and valuable time
getting ready to go out. My
sneakers are cool, and my Grateful
Dead T shirt still fits. I'm ready to
roll.

Back in the day, great care was
taken to make sure the appropriate
clothes were chosen for important
events. Worshippers were expected
to wear their ‘Sunday best’ to serv-
ices. Saturday nights were devoted
to planning the proper attire to be
worn the next day. For me, as a
child, that meant picking out a
modest dress, making sure it was
freshly cleaned and pressed. In ad-
dition, black patent leather shoes
needed to be polished and frilly
white ‘princess’ socks had to be
white and bright. We girls also wore
clean white gloves to hold our
prayer books. Most importantly we
were required to cover our heads
with a neat looking hat. If by any
chance, we arrived at church with-
out a hat, an usher would stand by
the door and hand out used caps to
set upon your noodle — without any

thought to hygiene. Although those
rules may be gone forever, | wonder
how the clergy deals with some of
the gruesome get-ups that grace the
pews in houses of worship lately.

When | asked my pastor, "Did
you see those kids wearing torn
short-shorts today in church?” she
answered, “Our membership is
shrinking as it is. I am just happy to
get people through our doors.”

So, | guess now-a-days, it's okay
to dress casually for Sunday serv-
ices as well as more fashionable
events.

At a wedding reception we at-
tended recently, the bride and
groom did dress up — to a point. He
wore a tuxedo and boutonniere.
She, a veil and beautiful bouquet.
They strolled down the aisle in all
of their finery, but a closer look re-
vealed that instead of uncomfort-
able shoes, they wore glittering
black and white sneakers on their
feet.

After spending over $300.00 on a
dress and matching footwear for the
affair, | was amazed to see that
some of the guests wore studded
jeans and high heels and some
wore flowery muumuus and san-
dals. Anything goes! Anywhere!
That also applies to attending fu-
nerals, where hardly anyone wears
black other than the funeral direc-

tor. And

when going

to the doc-

" tor’s office,

we only care
about the
condition of
our under-
wear.

No fuss-
No muss is
the rule of
the day, un-
less you are
going to
work in the
garden.
There, very
strict dress
codes still

apply. If a

gardener chooses to ignore them,
he or she may be setting themselves
up for a dark future far worse than
having a bacteria laden cap shoved
on their heads. They could wind up
pushing up the daisies.

Planning your garden ensemble
must be undertaken as carefully as
selecting your Sunday clothes was
back in the day. Preparing for the
event can take up tons of time and
effort if you want to be safe and
sound.

First rule: Cover up! Wear loose
fitting clothing and long white pants
with deep pockets. The light color
deflects sunrays away from you and
the deep pockets are needed to
carry essentials like tissues, lo-
zenges and your phone.

Religiously apply high UV sun-
screen and bug repellant to all ex-
posed areas. If possible, order arm
protectors from Amazon. They
come in decorative motifs if you
wish to make a fashion statement
amongst your squash and egg-
plants. You can also find matching
garden gloves on that same site.

On your feet, garden boots or
supportive shoes to keep you up-
right in slippery mud. However, in
case you do fall and can’t get up,
be sure to have a water bottle at-
tached to your hip to save you from
dehydration. Last, but not least,
you'll need a wide brimmed sun
hat. A hi-tech version can be or-
dered online too. It comes with two
sun powered fans, a light and your
name stenciled on the brim. Ho-
wever, if your order is indefinitely
delayed, look in garage sales for a
bonnet like gardeners wore in sim-
pler times. One with a crown deep
enough to hold six wet cabbage
leaves to keep you cool as a cu-
cumber in today’s dressed down
world.

Editor’s Note:

June Capossela Kempf, of St. James, is the
author of Yo God Jay’s Story — a unique spin
about raising a special needs child and Lady
of the Dollhouse published by KeithPublica-
tions.com. She also writes essays and is the
facilitator for the Adult Writers Group at the
Smithtown Library.
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Our Town
is Online!

Access the QR code to see the
comprehensive Calendar of
Event Items, Directory Listings,

and more.

D10
Stay up to date .
with Our Town!

September

Art: Tuesdays & Fridays, 12-5pm,
and Saturdays & Sundays
11:00am-5:00pm, Wendy Klem-
perer: Wrought Taxonomies — Ani-
mal Sculptures, Suffolk County
Vanderbilt Museum: 180 Little Neck
Road, Centerport, NY 11721,
www.vanderbiltmuseum.org
631-854-5579

Art: Until Sept 14, All of Me with All
of You: LGBTQ+ Art Out of the Col-
lection, The Heckscher Museum of
Art, 2 Prime Avenue, Huntington,
NY 11743, www.heckscher.org
631-380-3230

Art: Until Sept 15, 10am-4pm
When Women Wore Whales Sag
Harbor Whaling & Historical Mu-
seum, 200 Main Street, Sag Har-
bor, NY 11963
www.sagharborwhalingmuseum.org

Art: Until Sept 21, The Triumph of
Nature: Art Nouveau from the
Chrsler Museum of Art, Featuring
works from Louis Comfort Tiffany,
Gustav Klimt, Louis Majorelle, and
Alphonse Mucha, Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Route 25A, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Art: Until Sept 28, 10-7pm Contem-
porary Artist Gavin Zeigler, Green-

i.:- Suffolk County Narth Shore
SC2ALENDAR OF

port Harbor Brewing Company’s
Greenport Tasting Roon, 234 Car-
penter Street, Greenport, NY
11944, www.greenportharbor.com
631-477-1100

Art: Until Oct 19, Gatsby at 100,
Celebrating the centennial year of
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great
Gatsby, Long Island Museum, 1200
Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Art: Until Oct 25, Fri and Sat 10am-
4pm, Sculpture in the Garden:
Sarah Sze at Landcraft Gardens
Landcraft Garden Foundation, 4342
Grand Avenue, Mattituck, NY
11952, www.landcraftgardenfoun-
dation.org/on-view-now/
631-298-7216

Art: Until Dec 21, Giants and
Gems: The Largest and Smallest
from LIM’s Collection, Long Island
Museum, 1200 Route 25A, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Art Demo: Tues Sept 2, 8-10pm,
Suburban Art League presents
Free Demo with Sharon Pearsal,
Syosset Woodbury Community
Center 7800 Jericho Tpke, Wood-
bury, NY 11797,
www.oysterbaytown.com

Gala: Wed Sept 3, 6pm, Gatsby

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025
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Gala, Long Island Museum, 1200

Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Craft Workshop: Wed Sept 3,
10am-1pm, Sound Avenue
Stitchers Get-Together, The
Stitchers meet at the Hudson-
Sydlowski House meeting room on
the first Wednesday of each month
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. All are wel-
come to join, just come on by! Hal-
lockville Museum Farm, 6038
Sound Avenue, Riverhead, New
York 11901, 631-298-5292

Music: Wed Sept 3, 1pm, Young at
Heart: Blame it on the Bossa Nova,
The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Ave-
nue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895

Music: Wed Sept 3, 7pm, Jam
Session, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895

Art and Environment: Thu Sept 4,
7-9pm, Bonsai Workshop at the
Greats of Craft (LIC), the Greats of
Craft - LIC, Long Island City, 10-15
43rd Avenue, Long Island City, NY
11101, www.greatsofcraft.com
718-489-9874

Film: Thu Sept 4, 7pm, The Gar-
dens of Piet Oudolf, An immersive

and complex documentary on the
continued on page 56
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Intersection of 25A and Moriches Rd., 51, James

ALL proceads to benefil
Deepwells Farm Historical Societyor the Maintenance,
Restoration & Preservation of Deepwells Farm.
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world’s most celebrated garden de-
signer, Long Island Museum, 1200
Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Art: Thu Sept 4, 5:30-6:30pm, Art_
in the Garden, Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Route 25A, Stony
Brook, NY 11790. Free!
www.longislandmuseum.org

631-751-0066

Music: Thu Sept 4, 7pm, The Jazz
Loft Big Band w/ Special Guest
Akiko Tsuruga, The Jazz Loft, 275
Christian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
30-6751-1895

Music: Fri Sept 5, 8pm, Stevie-
Mac, Suffolk Theater, 118 E. Main
Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org 631-727-4343

Music: Fri Sept 5, 6pm, Guitar in
the Garden, The Jazz Loft, 275
Christian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895

Music: Fri Sept 5, 7pm, The Sina-
tra Project: Unplugged & Intimate,
The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Ave-
nue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895

Art: Fri Sept 5-Sept 28, 12pm-
4pm, BAFFA Art Gallery presents
Light from Darkness, BAFFA Gal-

lery, 47 Gillette Avenue, Sayville,

Suffolk County Narth Shore. . =
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NY. www.baffa.org 631-589-7343

Music: Fri Sept 5, 8pm, Stevie-
Mac, The Suffolk: 118 E Main St,
Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.info@suffolktheater.com
631-727-4343

Music: Sat Sept 6, 8pm, Best of
Eagles, Suffolk Theater, 118 E.
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org 631-727-4343

Art: Sat Sept 6, Meet the Masters
Art Workshop: Rene Magritte, East
End Arts, 141 East Main Street,
Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.eastendarts.org
631-369-2171

Music: Sat Sept 6, 8pm, Best of
the Eagles, Suffolk Theater, 118 E.
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org 631-727-4343

Book Fair: Sat Sept 6, 8am-5pm,
LIM’s Inaugural Book Fair Long Is-
land Museum, 1200 Route 25A,
Stony Brook, NY 11790. Free!
www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Literary Event: Sat Sept 6-Sun
Sept 7, 12-5pm, 11th Annual Cul-
per Spy Days, view a rare surviving
letter dated November 8, 1779, be-
tween Benjamin Tallmadge and
Robert Townsend, Long Island Mu-
seum, 1200 Route 25A, Stony
Brook, NY 11790. Free!
www.longislandmuseum.org
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Music: Sat Sept 6, 7pm, The Sina-
tra Project: Unplugged & Intimate,
The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian Ave-
nue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895

Workshop: Sun Sept 7, 10am-
12pm, Original Character Card De-
sign for Teens, The Reboli Center,
64 Main Street, Stony Brook, NY,
11790, www.rebolicenter.org
631-751-7707

Music: Wed Sept 10, 7pm, Jam_
Session, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895

Performance: Thu Sept 11-Oct 26,
Come From Away. John W. Enge-
man Theater, 250 Main Street,
Northport, NY 11768.
www.engemantheater.com/
mainstage 631-261-2900

Music: Fri Sept 12, 8pm, Tonight's
the Night, Suffolk Theater, 118 E.

Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org 631-727-4343

Music: Fri Sept 12, 8pm, Tonight's
the Night, Suffolk Theater, 118 E.
Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901,
www.thesuffolk.org 631-727-4343
Fair: Fri Sept 12-14 10am-5pm,
Long Island Fair, Old Bethpage Re-

storation, Round Swamp Road, Old
continued on facing page
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Bethpage,
www.oldbethpagevillagerestora-
tion.org 516-572-8400

Boat Race, Sat Sept 13, 8:30am-
5pm, 11th Annual Port Jefferson
Dragon Boat Race Fest, Harbor-
front Park, 118 W Broadway, Port
Jefferson, NY, 11777,
www.sccbsa.org/dragon
631-924-7000x116,

Art: Sat Sept 13, 12-5pm, Draw
Out, Join for a day of creativity!
The Heckscher Museum of Art, 2
Prime Avenue, Huntington, NY
11743, www.heckscher.org
631-380-3230

Craft Fair: Sat Sept 13 (rain date
Sept 14), 8am-4pm, Antiques Fine
Arts and Crafts Fair, 28265 Main
Road (Route 25), Cutchogue, NY,
11735, www.oldtownartsguild.org
631-734-6382

Craft Fair: Sat Sept 13-14, 10am-
4pm, Eastern Long Island Quilters
Guild (ELIQG) Annual Quilt Show,
Hallockville Museum Farm, 6038
Sound Ave., Riverhead, 11901,
www.eligg.com

Tattoo Exploration: Sun Sept 14,
1-4:00pm, The Human Canvas. .

Bailey, tattoo artist and illustrator of
Gilded Fox Gallery and Lauren La-
Bella of the Pearl Tattoo & Fine Art
Gallery Long Island Museum, 1200
Route 25A, Stony Brook, NY
11790.

Suffolk County Narth Shore

ALENDAR

www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Music: Wed Sept 17, 7pm, Jam_
Session / Opening Reception -
Harbor Jazz Festival, The Jazz
Loft, 275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895

Art: Thu Sept 18, 7pm, Free Zoom
Lecture: The History of Costumes
and Fashion with Beth Drucker,The
Atelier at Flowerfield, 2 Flowerfield
Suite 6 & 9, St. James, NY 11780
www.theatelieratflowerfield.org
631-250-9009

History/Craft: Thu Sept 18,
5:30pm, Back to School Fun! Visit

the one-room schoolhouse for

hands-on-history fun, plus paint
your own slate board masterpiece.
Long Island Museum, 1200 Route
25A, Stony Brook, NY 11790. Free!
www.longislandmuseum.org
631-751-0066

Performance: Sat Sept 20, 7:30-
9:30pm EastLine Theatre presents
The Hours Are Feminine, BACCA
149 N. Wellwood Ave, Lindenhurst,
NY 11757, www.eastline.ludus.com
516-749-5047

Music: Sun Sept 21, 3-4:30pm,
Jazz! At the Barn presents Sam
Dillon, Conklin Barn, 2 High Street,
Huntington.
www.jazzatthebarn.com
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Art: Sun Sept 21-Oct 22 8am-5pm,
Artist Ron Becker Presents: Solo
Exhibit of Landscape / nature
paintings at Shelter Rock Art Gal-
lery., Shelter Rock Art Gallery, 48
Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset,
NY 516-627-6560

Art/Music, Sat and Sun, Nov 20
and 21, Art and Music Festival,
Gallery North, 90 North Country
Road, Setauket, NY 11733.
www.gallerynorth.org
631-751-2676.

Music: Wed Sept 24, 7pm, Jam_
Session, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895

Celebrate: Thu Sept 25, 5:30 —
9:30pm, 1950-2025: Celebrating
the Vanderbilt's 75th Anniversary,
Suffolk County Vanderbilt Museum,
180 Little Neck Road, Centerport,
NY 11721,
www.vanderbiltmuseum.org
631-854-5579

Music: Thu Sept 25, 7pm, Inter-
play Jazz Orchestra, The Jazz Loft,
275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Art: Thu Sept 25-Oct 18, 11am-
6pm, Fotofoto Gallery presents “A
Group Exhibition of Photographic
Works by Artist Members”, Fotofoto
continued on page 58
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Gallery 14 W. Carver Street, Hun-
tington, NY, 11743,
www.fotofotogallery.org
631-549-0448

Fair: Sept 27, 10am-Sept 28 5pm
Country Fair, Hallockville Museum
Farm, 6038 Sound Avenue, River-
head, New York 11901,
631-298-5292

Art: Sun Sept 28 OPENING -
Emma Stebbins: Carving Out His-
tory The Heckscher Museum of
Art, 2 Prime Avenue, Huntington,
NY 11743, www.heckscher.org
631-380-3230

October

Music: Wed Oct 1, 1pm, Young at
Heart: Ella Fitzgerald- Great
Women in Jazz, The Jazz Loft, 275
Christian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: until Oct 26, Sat & Sun, 2-
4pm, Music Throughout The Vil-
lage — Port Jeff, Musicians will be
placed in multiple different loca-
tions throughout Port Jeff Village,
Port Jefferson, NY, 11777,
www.PortJeffChamber.com
631-473-1414

Music: Wed, Oct 1, 7pm, Jam
Session, The Jazz Loft, 275 Chris-
tian Avenue, Stony Brook, NY
11790. www.thejazzloft.org 631-

751-1895.

Music: Thu, Oct 2, 7pm, Put Up
Your Dukes! TJL Big Band Pres-
ents Duke Ellington, The Jazz Loft,
275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org
631-751-1895.

Music: Fri, Oct 3, 7pm, Put Up
Your Dukes! TJL Big Band Pres-
ents Duke Ellington, The Jazz Loft,
275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Music: Sat, Oct 4, 7pm, Put Up
Your Dukes! TJL Big Band Pres-
ents Duke Ellington, The Jazz Loft,
275 Christian Avenue, Stony
Brook, NY 11790,
www.thejazzloft.org 631-751-1895.

Craft Fair: Sat Oct 4 (rain date Oct
5), 9am-4pm, Fine Arts and Crafts
Fair on Cutchogue Village Green
28265 Main Road (Route 25), Cut-
chogue, NY, 11735
www.oldtownartsguild.org
631-734-6382

Art: Sat Oct 4-Oct 19 12-4pm,
BAFFA Art Gallery presents Big
Works, BAFFA Gallery, 47 Gillette
Avenue, Sayville, NY 11782,
www.baffa.org 631-589-7343

Street Fair: Sun Oct 5, 10am-
5pm, Bethpage Street Fair, 356

Broadway, Bethpage, NY 11714,
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NY 11780
https://nassaucountyfairs.com
516-442-6000

Music: Sun Oct 5, 5pm, Emerson
Legacy Concert - Goerke/Watkins,
Staller Center for the Arts Stony
Brook, 100 Nicolls Road, Stony
Brook, NY 11794,
www.stallercenter.com,
631-632-2787

Craft Fair: Sun Oct 5, 11am-5pm,
St James Day, Lake Avenue, St
James, NY 11780, 631-563-8551

Art: Tues Oct 7 8-10pm, Suburban
Art League presents Free Art
Demo, Syosset Woodbury Com-
munity Center, 7800 Jericho Tpke,
Woodbury, NY11797,
www.oysterbaytown.com

Music: Wed Oct 8, 7pm, Jam Ses-
sion, The Jazz Loft, 275 Christian
Avenue, Stony Brook, NY 11790.
www.thejazzloft.org

631-751-1895.

Visit
ourtownstjames.com
to see a
complete
listing of
2025
North Shore
Art events EE’
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2025 ?Mﬁﬂﬁ; 2z the 2025
s TRE ~ DEEPWELLS
HAUNTED MANSION
__ *:;»’,t SCARE TEAM!

U

CASTING CALL DATES
WILL BE POSTED ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE:
[ DEEPWELLS FARM HISTORICAL SGEIETY
* No Experience Necessary
* Non-Scaring Opportunities Also Available
® Minimumage |6 NO EXCEPTIONS
* Applies for Community Service Hours

* Decorators/Set Builders & Designers
* Make Up Artists

For Info text: 631.873.6112 or 631.413.4965

Al l][‘EF]h\'L‘":- Farm Counly Park - Intersection of 25A and Moriches Rd., SL James ARE

ALL INTERESTED MUST REGISTER & FILL OUT FORM ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE DK Co
%
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by Natalie
Weinstein,
ASID Allied

While summer
was a time for re-
laxing and vaca-
tioning, for many,
it was also a time
to take stock of homes and lives.
My recent consultations with new
clients were about updating to meet
current lifestyles. Many felt they
were in a time warp and it re-
minded me of a PBS national televi-
sion special | did called “Change
Your Home and Life with Natalie
Weinstein.” The premise was, and
still is, that your home is an exten-
sion of yourself. It can empower
you or diminish you. Often our
busy lives put “tending to our
homes” at the bottom of our to-do
list. Then after years of neglect, in-
difference, accumulated clutter or
lack of funds, something clicks and
we know it’s time for a change.
Change, for many people, however,
is very difficult. We like our stuff, or
generations of family stuff, or “stuck
with our kid’s stuff”, or the “maybe
we might need it someday” stuff —

DESIGN I DEAS

Time for a Change

and... stuff happens!

Last week’s visit to a new client
was the ultimate validation for me.
As we walked through her home to
assess what would stay, and what
would go as we update, | thought |
recognized some of the older
pieces which didn’t really fit with
the direction in which we were
heading. She revealed to me, after
the fact, that they had come from
her Mom’s home years ago. They
were pieces that no longer fit with
her Mom’s then choice of contem-
porary (I should have recognized
them because | actually designed
Mom’s house and now her daughter
was figuring out how to make her
Mom'’s stuff work in her new de-
sign!).

Sometimes change is needed,
rather than wanted — a parent or
child moves back home, a busy
household is now an empty nester’s
dwelling, or someone now lives
alone, by choice or circumstance.
None of us are exempt, because liv-
ing brings us challenges, choices
and crossroads whether in our
homes, offices, or lives.

Many of you may know of my
commitment to create and design a

Highlight
= $150.00

Long Hair Extra

Brazilian Blowout
Special
$150.00

community cultural arts center for
St. James in the historic Calderone
Theatre building. As president once
again of Celebrate St. James, the or-
ganization that makes its home
there, this massive project, has for
me, taken on a life of its own, lit-
erally consuming mine. | have been
advised by many dear to me to
choose one full-time job! How to
choose between two things you
love? In your home and in your life?
Just as | advise my clients that a
choice doesn’t have to be all or
nothing, | decided on a compro-
mise. Learn more next time.

Editor’s Note:

Now offering — Fall master classes for stu-
dents & homeowners!

Learn, have fun, and meet people just like
you who LOVE decorating!

Fee: $595 per attendee for all 10 sessions
Location: At Natalie’s design studio in St.

James & field trips

Time: Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. start-
ing this fall

For more information contact:

Natalie Weinstein Design Associates
631-862-6198 (office), 516-242-9242 (cell)
Email: info@natalieweinstein.com

Women’s Wash,
Cut & Blowout

$45.00 "

Color and Go

Single Process

$55.00

Large Selection of Wigs for your personal and medical hair loss needs
Customized fitting in our private salon area

b Salon 230

230 LAKE AVE., ST. JAMES, NY 11780
631.862.7023

Open 6 days a week: Tues.-Fri. 9:30-7 « Sat. 9-6 * Sun. 9:30-5 + Closed Mon.

Shop Loca

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025




—61 -

Attention Budineds Qunerd - Have You Joined Vour, Chamber, Of Commerce?
Grow Your Business with the St. James Chamher of Commerce!

Join a chamber that’s as local and hardworking as you are. We're a small-town community of

Owner-operated businesses—where networking feels like neighbors helping neighbors. Our board is

100% volunteer-run with no paid staff, and everything we do—from monthly meetings (always free and

with dinner!) to community-wide events—is powered by local business owners just like you.

v Free monthly meetings with dinner included

v After-hours events that fit your schedule

v Free vendor tables & promo opportunities

v Referrals, visibility & community trust

v A strong voice with local government

Jotn the chamber, volunteer, and
be part of domelhing bigger.

Together, we grow not just businesses—but our town

and community spirit. Let’s grow together—right here in St. James.

JOIN HERE

Shop Local - Suppoel Owe Memberd!... Suppott Owe Town!

A7J’s Garage

Alfresco Backyard Living

Barry Bros. Landscaping

Bay Shore Moving & Storage
Blissful Beauty Wellness

Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.

The Bristal at Lake Grove

Capital Graphics of Long Island
Chiropractic Healthcare of St. James
Christine Stevens Daniel Gale Reality
Coldwell Banker

Competition Subaru

Creative Windows

Dance Arts Development Center
Dance ‘n’ Things

DeBarbieri Associates

Dowling Bros. Auto Body
Eckardt & Eckardt

Eddies Power Equipment
Edward Jones Investments
Energy Health & Fitness

Enspire Design Group

Fratello Law

Galiano Wine Bar and Restaurant
Genesis of Smithtown

Helping Hearts at Home

ICC Automation

K & T Foot Spa

Kathleen Micozzi HH Coach Realty

Knipfing & Klein Agency

Lesco Construction

Load Manager Inc.

Long Island Hearing

Long Island Shed Builders

M & T Bank

Mercedes-Benz of Smithtown

Metro Physical & Aquatic Therapy

Michelina Cahill New York Life

Mister Softee

Morecraft Construction

Over South Real Estate

Rowena Nedvin - Signature Premier
Properties

Nissequogue Golf Course

O’Hara & Company

P. DeBlasio Builders

Paris Electric

Peach And Pine

Philly Pretzel Factory

RJK Gardens

RN 4 Medicare

Rely Rx Pharmacy & Medical Supplies

Renewal by Andersen

Salad-icious
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Scientific Exterminating

Dr. Raymond A. Semente, Chiropractor

Smithtown Library

Smithtown Rotary Club

Sons of Norway Loyal Lodge #252

Spy Trail Distillery

St. Catherine of Sienna Hospital

St. James Center

St. James Fire Department

St. James Jewelry

St. James Pasta & Pork

St. James Post Office

St. James Self Storage

Sts. Philip and James - Council 12839
of the Knights of Columbus

State Farm/James Winter

Stony Brook Medicine/Community
Medical Group

Stroll Nisseguogue

Teachers Federal Credit Union

Thic Chic Boutique

Times Beacon Record News Media

Total Family Dentistry

Up In Smoke BBQ

Vazac Contracting

Victorian Fence

WBR Plumbing & Heating




62 —

F

NANCIAL

FO CUS

Let a Financial Advisor Help You Plan for Life’s Curveballs

by Scott Posner,
CFP, A.AM.S., CRPC, CPE

No matter what stage of
your life you're in — caring
for children, working to-
ward retirement or plan-
ning your legacy —
unforeseen events like a
job loss, a major illness or
even a stock market drop
could derail what you're
working so hard to
achieve financially.

With your future at
stake, you may want to get
guidance from a financial
professional who can de-
velop a personalized fi-
nancial strategy to help
you navigate life's curve-
balls.

Here are specific ways a
financial advisor can help.
e Create a customized

long-term strategy. This is
the first step to weather
unforeseen events. You
may have several long-
term investing goals — your
retirement, your child’s
education or perhaps a dream vaca-
tion. A financial advisor can help
you build a strategy specific to your
goals and risk tolerance. This will
include prioritizing those goals,
building a path toward each and
pivoting your strategy as markets
shift and needs change.

e Set realistic expectations. Suc-
cessful investing requires discipline
and patience — most individual in-
vestors make their money over
time, not overnight. Start by setting
realistic timelines to reach each of
your goals. And don't be surprised
if you need to make trade-offs, like
working an extra year to help fund
your retirement dream home. It's
realistic to expect you'll hit some
bumps in the road. Perhaps the
markets will drop and the value of
your portfolio may follow. (It's also
realistic to expect they will re-
bound, as they have historically. Of
course, past performance of the
markets is no guarantee of what will

happen in the future.) A financial
advisor can help you keep your
emotions in check no matter what
comes your way and stay focused
on the long term, knowing you
have a customized strategy in
place.

e Diversify your investments. The
foundation for your portfolio is your
asset allocation, or how you divide
your assets among stocks, bonds,
cash and other investments. Differ-
ent investments behave differently
in various market conditions, so
maintaining a good mix can help
better weather market fluctuations
than putting “all your eggs in one
basket.” Finding the right diversifi-
cation mix, and keeping it balanced
despite what the market does, can
get complicated, but it's almost sec-
ond nature for a good financial ad-
visor. All investments do carry risk,
and asset allocation doesn’t ensure
a profit or protect against loss in a
declining market.

* Keep a long-term out-
look. It's easy to become
distracted by the latest
headline, expert predic-
tion or market swing. Ho-
wever, if these events
don’t change your long-
term outlook, there prob-
ably isn’t a reason to
make changes to your
strategy. In fact, these de-
clines often present good
opportunities if you're a
long-term investor, so use
them to your advantage —
your financial advisor can
show you how.

® Keep your emergency
savings well-funded. This
is your “rainy day” fund,
and an unexpected event
may constitute a rainy
day. For most people,
maintaining three to six
months of total expenses
in emergency savings is
appropriate. The specific
amount depends on fac-
tors like your risk of un-
expected expenses or
temporary loss of income,
and how much you value being
confident that you can weather fi-
nancial emergencies. A financial
advisor can help you determine
what your emergency savings
should look like.

Unexpected events are part of
life. You can't predict them, but you
can prepare for them. No matter
what is going on around you, hav-
ing a professional by your side can
help set you up to navigate them
confidently.

Editor’s Note:

Financial Focus is a monthly feature written
by Scott Posner, CFP, CRPC, A.A.M.S., an
investment representative with Edward Jones
Investments. This 130-year-old firm has over
10,000 offices around the world with one
here in town at 542 North Country Road in
the Old St. James School House. Mr. Posner
has serviced both personal and institutional
investors for over 32 years. For more infor-
mation or to request optics for future col-
umns, call 631-862-2020.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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Invest in your future
Branch support opportunities

Al bdward fones, our commutment o our ssociales has mads i one ol

fhe fnalsan s lesding lindacial M

senvrtes firrmm We ent ourage wisk-lils
Balarce and conlmucus prolemipnal development. We oller an inclusive

and diverie ervranment wherne sveryons s dilferent viewpaints are valued

Wi nie sesking an on-call branch olfice sdmmnistrator (0 support o
offices. This positon provides customer service and supports our
financiol odvisors cn a temporary, as needed basis, and does not have

regudarty scheduled working o

The ideal candidate demonsirates exceptional clien] service abalibies
critical thinking capabilities. elfective communication skills, shows
strong initiative, and & willing {0 learn and understand the Tinancial
services indusdry. Yo must be able to woek on shiorl motice, with

flexibitity to waork in more tham o branch Incation

Edward Jones was named one of the 100 Best
Compantes fo Wark For® by FORTUNE Magazine in
its anmiral listing.

Scott B Powner, CFPY, CEPAR, AARE™
Financial Advisor

-
Lo 47 Horth Counlry Rd Sule A
i St Aaverd, MY TITRO
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Position information
Chi=call branch office adminestratorn
Haurs:

Wery Flexible

Location:

Saint James and surrounding locations

To be considered for this pazition,
please contact:

Caroline Curry 631-862-2020
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Getting a Hearing Test May Be Good for Your Memory

by William Kent

If you want to help your mem-
ory and cognitive performance,
you may want to get a hearing test
and if necessary treat your hear-
ing loss. There is a growing body
of research that shows a definitive
link between hearing loss and
cognitive function.

According to Brandeis Univer-
sity Professor of Neuroscience Dr.
Arthur Winfield, effortful listening
due to unaddressed hearing loss is
associated with increased stress and
poor performance on memory tests.
His research shows that even when
people with unaddressed hearing
loss perceive the words that are
being spoken, their ability to re-
member the information suffers,
more likely because of the draw on
their cognitive resources that might
otherwise be used to store what has
been heard in memory. This is espe-
cially true for the comprehension of
quick, informational complex
speech that is part of everyday life.
“Even if you have a mild hearing
loss that is not being treated, cogni-
tive load increases significantly,”
says Winfield. “You have to put so
much effort just to perceive and un-
derstand what is being said that you
divert resources away from storing
what you have heard in your mem-
ory.” As people move through mid-
dle age and their later years, as
Winfield suggests, it is reasonable
for them to get their hearing tested
annually. If there is a hearing loss,
it is best to take it seriously and

treat it.

A number of studies have come
to light over the past few years
showing a link between hearing
loss and dementia. Specifically, a
pair of studies out of John Hopkins
found that hearing loss is associated
with accelerated cognitive decline
in older adults and that seniors with
hearing loss are significantly more
likely to develop dementia over
time than those who retain their
hearing. We have been spreading
this information for a number of
years now and | strongly believe
that these facts are important for pa-
tients and their care takers to keep
in mind when forgetfulness be-
comes apparent. Many experts be-
lieve that interventions, like hearing
instruments, could potentially delay
or prevent dementia. Research is
ongoing.

Other studies indicate that main-
taining strong social connections
and keeping mentally active as we
age might lower the risk of cogni-
tive decline and Alzheimer’s ac-

—

cording to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. Also interesting is the
Better Hearing Institute research
shows that people with hearing
difficulty who use hearing instru-
ments are more likely to have a
strong support network of family
and friends, feel engaged in life
and meet up with friends to so-
cialize. Some even say that using
hearing instruments has a posi-
tive effect on their relationships.
In our lifetime many of us
have ups and downs in relation-
ships and in either physical or men-
tal health. The idea is to control the
negative effects which we are faced
with so it does not have a long last-
ing or serious effect on our lives.
We should pay attention and listen
to what our body is telling us, and
take whatever step that is necessary
to arrive at what one feels is the
correct treatment. From a hearing
standpoint it's simple, get a hearing
test. For most, an annual audiomet-
ric evaluation is covered by health
insurance, often with little or no out
of pocket expense. Think about it
and then listen to your body... it’s
speaking. All you have to do is...
listen.

Editor’s Note:

William Kent is the Founder and Director of
Long Island Hearing, an Audiology and
Hearing Instrument Practice established in
1985. With offices in both Nassau and
Suffolk Counties, they can be reached at
1-800-698-5200 for more information or to
schedule an appointment.

ST. JAMES

AUTOMOTIVE (ENTER

bp

“Serving Your Community for Over 30 Years”

Formerly St. James Gulf

ﬁ Same HONEST Ownership : $5 0FF
i o Same GREAT Service

= I OILCHANGE

Shop Hours: 1 Expires 9/30/25

Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-5 PM 1 whe’\rfttjjsrggf)iregegf?:/t:gicle

il == Sat. 7 AM-3 PM '

525 N. Country Rd., St. James * 631-584-5798

www.stjamesBP.com

eaching
FUMS s

e ———
Private Drum Lessons
with John Miceli

¢ All Levels from Beginner to Advanced
e All Styles from Rock to Jazz
* NYSSMA Preparation
¢ Annual Recital & Summer Jam

For more information
and scheduling, contact:
teachingdrums@yahoo.com
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Ron Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC,
CCH is the leading expert in
working through change. As a
father who lost his 17-year old
son in an auto accident, he always
speaks from the heart. As a li-
censed mental health counselor,
he guides others on how to work
through difficult times. As a na-
tional speaker and author of The
Zing, Ron has appeared on TV and
radio throughout the world. He
will help you to Embrace the
Power of Change in your personal
and professional life.

Dear Ron,

How can | feel better when life is just dumping all over
me? People tell me so many empty things like: it could al-
ways be worse; look on the bright side. Or they give their
own stories about the stuff in their lives which matters less
to me. [ just want to get out of my own way and let things
go. I've seen a number of people who just appear to have
it all together and I'm just feeling so stuck in neutral. Is
there really anything | can do to start feeling better about

COUNSELING

Individual « Family « Group = Children = Relationships

= Aflardable Private Pay Feos
gyl ARl * NYSHIF. Aocina and other plans
g gfl-ra = Crodit/Debit, Venmo, HEAIFSA

'{'ﬂ * Day, Evaning, Weskond and
Same Day Appointments

W
LET'S
| B TR
i

il s
40 TELEHEALTH & IN I*EEIIH['.!IN

ur Earty Bird
y |j|'|.l'.I1'-|'|"'|I

L -
COLNSELING

631-758-8290 @

wwa FamlyAedFerstaalCoundelog com

’
Ron VWann

Ask Ron

things? — Stuck in Neutral

Dear Stuck in Neutral.

So first | would say to take a look at how you are
feeling and consider getting some additional profes-
sional help. But to give you some fresh perspectives
grab onto to this one: things are rarely (never) what
they appear to be. People may seem to have things to-
gether but when you take a look behind their mask,
they've got things going on just like you do. Now take
a look at what is being said to you. Most of the time,
their replies about about sharing the moment with you
from their point of view. So looking from a broad per-
spective, if you want to take some first steps out of your
own way, begin to see what you have going on as just
the stuff for you to work on... a fact in your life right
now. And as you begin to work through, all this stuff
will begin to shape a new story of perseverance and
eventual success as you face the challenges and make
it through!

Editor’s Note:

Ron Villano, M.S., LMHC, ASAC, CCH, is the founder and director of
Family & Personal Counseling, located at 872 Middle Country Road
in St. James. He is an author of the book The Zing, has appeared on
national TV, along with appearances on the Verizon FiOS1 network.
With offices in St. James, Bohemia, East Islip, Levittown and Mas-
peth and a staff of 20 therapists from all backgrounds — Family & Per-
sonal Counseling addresses individual and family concerns of all
ages. For additional information call 631-758-8290 or visit
www.FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com and www.RonVillano.com
to listen to his featured interviews.

T
= EnjoyJocal

It’s All Right Here In
OUR TOWN « ST. JAMES!

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025




NOATHS, /COUNTRY

DENTAL CARE

SINCE 1962

WE PROVIDE A WIDE VARIETY OF SERVICES
TO HELP YOU GET THE SMILE YOU DESERVE

MEET OUR DENTIST

# Cosmetic Dentistry
Porcelain Crowns
Teeth Whitening
Bridges
Veneers
Bonding
Inlays and Onlays
Invisalign
Dentures

® Digital Impressions
# Implant Dentistry

Placement and Restorations
Low Dose CT Scan On Site

® Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Thoms Vigliante
Here at North Country Dental Care, we are taking every precaution

possible to ensure your safety and the safety of our staff.

cALL Us ToDAY AT (631) 584-5605
436 NORTH COUNTRY ROAD, ST. JAMES, NY 11780

Across from Vintage Steak House
www.SaintJamesDental.com
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DIYs for Back to School Success

by Terri Pace

Can you be-
lieve the stores
are already fea-
turing Back to
School sales and
specials!? Wait,
wait, summer
isn’t even over
yet!

Summer is
filled with lei-
surely or easier mornings, fun activ-
ities during the days, and restful
sleep after a long and wonderful
day. Who wants that to end!?

Although we might resist Sep-
tember’s focus on back-to-school
and the return of a rigid daily
schedule, there are so many things
we can do to ease the transition...
for both children and parents/care-
givers alike!

r,
T
l_|L|I.\h_q_.-.'~.---!-'_ At OR e, .'I'.

the limdie systam

The Power of Aroma

Diffuse your essential oils to
quickly change the mood of ALL
who breathe in the aroma! How
does this happen?

When we inhale an essential oil,
the molecules reach the epithelium
patch where the molecules attach

to receptors.

They’re converted to nerves that
send the odor information to the ol-
factory bulb in the brain.

This bulb communicates directly
with the amygdala, hippocampus,
and other brain structures.

Harness this power of essential
oils aromatically with a diffuser.
Here are some great choices for
your diffuser this September:

e Diffuse Peppermint to increase
concentration and focus with the
ever uplifting Wild Orange to help
kids stay on track!*

e Diffuse Frankincense and/or
Cedarwood when anxiousness hits
and let the entire family benefit
from its grounding aroma.*

e Diffuse the onGuard blend to
clean and purify the air.* This blend
continued on facing page

HANNETT
CONSTRUCTION

Improve Your Home

From Big Jobs to Small

“We Do It All”

NEW HOMES | WHOLE HOUSE RENOVATIONS

SIDING | EXTENSIONS | ROOFING
KITCHENS | DORMERS | DECKS
WINDOWS | BASEMENTS

THOMAS M. HANNETT

631-585-1279

SINCE 1987 - LICENSED & INSURED
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continued
offers targeted, immune-supporting
benefits backed by science!

e Litsea is also an immune sys-
tem hero that cleans the air and can
also help with skin blemishes when
applied topically.

Kids Room Diffuser Blends

* 3 drops of Wild Orange and 2
drops of Vanilla essential oils will
create a sweet and happy environ-
ment for your child.

e 3 drops of Spearmint, 2 drops
of Bergamot, and one drop of Va-
nilla essential oils will invigorate
and inspire confidence.

Smells Like Food Blends

® Root Beer — Combine 4 drops
of Wintergreen with 3 drops of Cit-
rus Bliss blend.

* Fruit Loops — Combine 3 drops
of Lemongrass, 3 drops of Green
Mandarin, and 1 drop of Tangerine
essential oils.

e Cinnamon Rolls — Combine 2
drops each of Cinnamon, Cassia,
and Cardamom essential oils.

Brain Oils

® Bergamot, Lavender, and
Lemon essential oils help to support
healthy levels of dopamine, a neu-
rotransmitter associated with pleas-
ure, motivation, and reward.*

¢ Adaptiv blend, Basil, and Mag-
nolia essential oils help to modulate

HEALTH

NOTES

cortisol, one of our stress hor-
mones.*

e Oils that help support healthy
levels of serotonin, a neurotrans-
mitter link to mood regulation,
sleep, and digestion, include Wild
Orange, Clary Sage, and Neroli.*

DIY Solutions

e Ear Discomfort — Combine one
drop of Basil, Lavender, and Tea
Tree essential oil and massage into
ear lobe and behind the ear every
3-4 hours for children and every 2
hours for adults.*

e Head Tension — 1-2 drops of
Frankincense pressed to the roof of
your mouth and/or apply PastTense
blend to the temples, back of the
neck and base of the skull.*

e Scratchy Throat Relief — Com-
bine one drop of Ginger, two drops
of Copaiba, and 3 drops of Lemon
essential oils with a teaspoon of
your favorite local honey.*

Let this September be the year of
an easy transition and a joy-filled
back to school experience.

Your Wellness Foundations

There are super simple ways we
can influence our health experi-
ences in a positive way by meeting
the root needs of the body! As we
address them, you may notice many
of those nagging unpleasant experi-
ences simply disappear. For those
that remain, we target solutions for
your specific needs.

Contact me for your FREE health
assessment and let’s create your
customized personal wellness pro-
tocol together!

Want to learn more?

http://oils.link/TerriPace Visit this
website for health topics, workshop
recordings, and more information
on upcoming events.

Essential oils are safe, effective
and very affordable. However, not
all essential oils are created equal!
Be an educated consumer and use
only certified pure, tested grade es-
sential oils for your family!

*These statements have not been eval-
uated by the Food and Drug Admin-
istration. The products mentioned are
not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or
prevent any disease.

Vitamins, Minerals & Greens
Collagen + +
Electrolyles
s Im! LY

2 Minute Morning Routins

=l LIyt D arsld MNabur

Simple Sclutions for
a Healthier You!
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Faith L. Cook (née Naigraw)
May 3, 1949 - July 18, 2025

It is with deep sorrow that we an-
nounce the passing of Faith L.
Cook, a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother, teacher, and friend,
who departed this life peacefully on
July 18, 2025 at the age of 76.

Faith was the beloved daughter of
Walter and Edith Naigraw. She was
predeceased by her parents, her
brother Dennis Naigraw, and her
sister Patricia Pess. Born and raised
in Queens, New York, Faith embod-
ied the strength, humor, and resil-
ience that defined her generation.
She was a woman of deep faith,
guided throughout her life by her
devotion to the Lutheran Church,
where she found both solace and
community.

For over 50 years, Faith shared a
devoted marriage with her beloved
husband, Ed. Together they built a
life full of love and laughter. She
was the proud mother of two
daughters, Tara and Jennifer, whom
she raised with tenderness, unwa-
vering support, and a healthy dose
of her signature sharp wit. Her love
only deepened as her family grew
to include four grandchildren — two
spirited little girls, Vivien and Vale-

rie, and two older, wonderful
grandsons, Gilbert and Preston —
each of whom brought her im-
mense joy and pride.

Faith was a talented artist and
craftswoman, but her greatest work
of art was the impact she had on
generations of children as an assis-

EI..E‘&I: CDHHHC ng
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ADDITIONS * RENOVATIONS ¢ CUSTOM BUILDING

We are a full service
Design/Build &
Remodeling Company
servicing your
community
for over 35 years.

Call today for a
FREE consultation

r"l

*ﬂs‘-:q, B —

631.584.7817

333 First Avenue, St. James, New York 11780
WWW.Vazac.com

Relationship Built on Honesty, Integrity and Trust

@vazaccontractingcorp

tant teacher for nearly 30 years at
St. James Lutheran Preschool. In the
classroom, she was a patient guide,
a steady presence, and a quiet
champion of young minds. Her leg-
acy lives on in the countless lives
she touched, both in and out of
school.

Although she appeared quiet,
Faith had a sharp wit and a wonder-
ful sense of humor — always ready
with a quick one-liner that could
catch you off guard and bring
laughter to the room. She also had
a special gift for making the every-
day magical. Faith created joyful
traditions that her family will al-
ways cherish, especially the road
trips, which became treasured
memories and reflections of the
love and care she poured into
family life.

Faith is survived by her loving
husband of 52 years, Edward Cook;
her daughters Tara Cavanagh and
her devoted husband Frank, and
Jennifer Quiles and her devoted
husband Gilbert Jr.; and her cher-
ished grandchildren Gilbert IlI,
Preston, Vivien, and Valerie, who
were the joy of her life. She will be
remembered for her love of family,
her generosity, and the quiet
strength with which she supported
those she loved. She created a
home filled with laughter, kindness,
and hand-crafted joy. And she
leaves behind a family who adored
her, friends who cherished her, and
a community forever shaped by her
grace.

She was one of a kind, and she
will be missed beyond measure.

Our Town St. James

Visit Us Online
@

ourtownstjames.com
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PERSONAL ATTENTION AND DIGNIFIED SERVICE...
OUR CONTINUING TRADITION

ST. JAMES

FUNERAL HOME oic

~ Home for Funerals & Cremations ~

~ In Honoring their Legacy ~
Deacon Kenneth J. Maher, Aelysche Marie Maher & Kenneth Maber, Jr.

Kerry J. Maher

Licensed Manager & Director

~ ST. JAMES’ ONLY FUNERAL HOME ~

Serving All Surrounding Communities
Proud to Serve Our Veterans, Law Enforcement and Fire Service

Our State-of-the Art Building Offers:
Ample Easy Access Parking Reception/Gathering Room
Spacious Chapels Children’s Room

829 Middle Country Road, Route 25, St. James, NY 11780

631-584-5200
Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1961

PRE PLANNING FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS AVAILABLE
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The Life of Marty Thompson

continued from page 14
focused on gun safety and ethical
practices. “Integrity is the only thing
that can’t be stolen from you,” he
says. “It has to be given up.”

Marty admits it's not always easy
being the bearer of bad news, per-
haps in the form of a cell phone or

speeding ticket, but tries to ap-
proach the task with discernment
and compassion knowing its part of
the responsibility he has taken on.
To him, law and order means little
without compassion — and it’s that
balance that defines his service.
And in moments when circum-

OFFICE FOR RENT

542 NORTH COUNTRY RD.
SAINT JAMES, NY 11780

2 offices and large reception area.
New heat and AC.

Call Debby for info. 631-523-1700

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025

stances are dire and every second
matters, a steady presence makes
all the difference. It is in those times
of urgency that calm leadership is
needed most, and the value of hav-
ing a man like Marty Thompson
around become crystal clear.

Marty says that his greatest ac-
complishment isn’t found in a
badge or a title, but in choosing his
wife of over 50 years, Gwen — a
partnership that has brought him
three marvelous children and seven
adorable grandchildren ranging in
age from 4 to 26. Despite all he’s
seen and done, he remains a stu-
dent of life grateful to have been
“the guy in the right place, at the
right time with the right training.”
Though he’s been honored by both
the County and the Town for his
decades of service, Marty does not
seek recognition. He hopes simply
to be remembered as someone who
did the right thing and was there
when people needed him. A life of
quiet integrity and dedication to
others is the legacy he’s proud to
leave behind.

Coow o by Momnad?

Email Your Announcement
& Photo to
info@ourtownstjames.com

There is no charge for this service.
Call
631-584-8510

for further information
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L, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

NEED MATH HELP? Dynamic Tutoring by Brendan. All as-
pects K-12, all test preps. Flexible scheduling. $60/hr in-
dividual. Group discounts available. HSE ‘20,
Northeastern University B.S. Mathematics with Honors
‘24. Call/text (631) 371-4474 or email dynamictutoring-
bybrendan@gmail.com. 9.25
PIANO, VIOLIN, COMPOSITION LESSONS. Compose
music and songs - maybe get rich and famous. Will
Decker. Woodlawn Ave., St. James. 862-6448. 9/25

FOR RENT: Small office spaces and common area — re-
lieve the work at home stress and move to a light and
bright environment — 2 block from LIRR in charming St.
James. Call for details 631-862-6198 or 516-242-9242.
9/25

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - The Society for Lending Com-
forts to the Sick, located at 71 Blydenburg Ave. in Smith-
town, is in need of volunteers for their Thrift Shop. The
shop is open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. until 2
p.m. The Lending Room for medical equipment is open
every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 4-7 p.m.
and Saturday morning from 9 a.m.-12 noon. For more in-
formation call 631-265-1674.

JOIN THE SMITHTOWN GARDEN CLUB - Learn about
gardening and meet new people. Club meets the 2nd Tues-
day of the month at the Brush Barn on Middle Country
Road in Smithtown. Call Sarah at 516-672-9971 for more
info.

AMERICAN LEGION HALL FOR RENT — The Sherwood
Brothers American Legion Post 1152, located at 95 Lake
Avenue, St. James, is looking to rent its hall for all occa-
sions. Reasonable rates, air conditioned, heat, tables, com-
plete kitchen and ample parking. Call Marty Thompson at
631-445-8447.

WANTED: Volunteers — Join the Smithtown Historical So-
ciety’s Volunteer Corps. Looking for committed, long-term
volunteers to join in preserving our shared local history.
INTERESTED??? They need help in buildings and grounds
keeping, beautification/ decorating; children’s program-
ming; special events... and much more. For more infor-
mation call 631-265-6768 or visit
info@smithtownhistorical.org.

LOOKING FOR HELP? Place a classified ad in Our Town
and reach over 6,600 families and businesses for only $5
for the first 20 words and .10¢ for each additional word.
For information please send email to info@our-
townstjames.com

For advertising information please email info@ourtownstjames.com

®@ & © ®@ @ 0O 0 0O
11111 olrlelr
Six out of 10 Americans
rely on a local newspaper

for advertising information about
local businesses.*

Advertise in Our Town St. James

and connect with your customers - old and new!

For rates & information visit
info@ourtownstjames.com or call 631-584-8510

*Source: America’s Newspaper
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DIRECTORY OF
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The following is a list of advertisers who can be found in this issue of Our Town e St. James

ATTORNEY

Joseph A. Bollhofer, Esq.
291 Lake Avenue
631-584-0100
bollhoferlaw.com

AUDIOLOGY

Long Island Hearing, Inc.
55 Southern Blvd., Nesconset
631-972-5211
1-800-698-5200

AUTOMOTIVE

Repair | Parts | Gas
Mercedes Benz of Smithtown
630 Middle Country Rd.
877-862-7373
mbofsmithtown.com

St. James

Automotive Center
525 North Country Road
631-584-5798

BAKERY

Alpine Pastry Shoppe
59 Route 111, Smithtown
631-265-5610
alpinepastryshop.com

BEAUTY

Salon 230

230 Lake Avenue
631-862-7023

DANCE

Chorus Line Dance Studio
380 Lake Avenue
631-584-7575

DENTIST

North Country Dental Care
Dr. Thomas Vigliante

436 North Country Road
631-584-5605

EVENTS
Gallery North Outdoor
Art Show & Music Festival

September 21 & 22, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

For information call 631-751-2676
or visit gallerynorth.org

EXTERMINATING
Scientific Exterminating
534 North Country Road
631-265-5252 X5

FINANCIAL

Branch Financial Services
Harlan J. Fischer

and Michael J. Brescia

21 Bennetts Road, Setauket
631-979-6000
branchfinancialsrvcs.com

Edward Jones Investments
Scott Posner, CFP

542 North Country Road
631-862-2020

FLORIST

Lake Avenue Floral & Home
599 Lake Avenue
631-820-0200

FUNERAL HOMES

Branch Funeral Homes

190 E Main Street, Smithtown
631-724-9500

551 Route 25A, Miller Place
631-744-9700

2115 Jericho Tpke., Commack
631-493-7200

St. James Funeral Home
829 Middle Country Road
631-584-5200

HEALTH | FITNESS
East Coast Karate

733 Middle Country Road
631-862-1400

Family & Personal
Counseling,

Hypnosis and Weight Loss |
Grief Support

872 Middle Country Road
631-758-8290
FamilyAndPersonalCounseling.com

Shaolin Self Defense Centers
556-08 North Country Road
631-617-5148
shaolinstjames.com

Simply Natural Solutions
Wellness Consultations
Terri Pace | 631-487-1627
simply.natural@optimum.net

HOLIDAY LIGHTING & DECOR
Dream Lighting
631-946-9998

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Cleanslate

516-241-5149
tyler@cleanslatecleanerli.com

Closets by Design
800-293-3744

Hannett Construction
631-585-1279

Klaus Roofing Systems
631-910-6223

Morecraft Construction
631-584-7010

Paris Electrical
631-946-9988

P. DeBlasio Builders
273 Lake Avenue
631-584-5500

Power House Home Energy
516-205-5434
powerhouseli.com

Scotty’s Masonry
631-872-1076

Squeaky Clean
Property Solutions
631-387-2156

Triple H Contracting
631-230-1844

Vazac Contracting
333 First Avenue, Suite 1
631-584-7817

INSURANCE

SA Health Plans | Medicare
Sandra Altan

670 Middle Country Road
631-769-1584

INTERIOR DESIGN
Natalie Weinstein
Design Associates
455-459 Lake Avenue
631-862-6198

JEWELRY

St. James Jewelry Shoppe
483 Lake Avenue
631-862-6775
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DIRECTORY OF ADVERTISERS

The following is a list of advertisers who can be found in this issue of Our Town e St. James

LANDSCAPING Maria Orlandi SWIMMING POOLS
Design | Maintenance Compass Smithtown Northway Pools
Homestead Landscaping 631-697-0474 631-862-8925
631-588-5296
R&R Commercial Realty Group Sundance Swimming Pools
MUSIC LESSONS 59 Landing Ave., Suite 5, 631-862-1900
Drum Lessons Smithtown
with John Miceli 631-406-6081 | 631-524-0524 TRAVEL
email: teachingdrums@yahoo.com Harbor Close Travel
Christine Stevens 631-708-5361
REAL ESTATE Howard | Hanna
DeBarbieri Associates Coach Realtors

406 North Country Road 631-879-7018
631-862-7447

RESTAURANTS | FOOD

Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s M f
Bonnie Glenn | 631-921-1494 PR A
Christa Glenn | 631-621-6763

81 Route 111, Smithtown The Trattoria

532 North Country Road

Daniel Gale | Sotheby’s 631-584-3518

Marianne Koke | 631-335-7111

81 Route 111, Smithtown Voilal The Bistro

David & Rowena Nedvin 244 Lake Avenue

Signature Premier Properties 631-584-5686
7 West Main Street, Smithtown SH 0 P |_0 (Al_l_Y I

631-767-5221 | 631-360-2800

Looking for Local Activities and Events?

Check out
ourtownstjames.com

to view
Cultural Events, Workshops
and Happenings
on Suffolk County's North Shore!

Don't see an event listed?

Contact
info@ourtownstjames.com

OURTOWN e SEPTEMBER 2025




— 76—

£ Pranch

FUNERAL HOMES
Funerals & Cremations

Owned & Operated by
The Vigliante Family

As Fall Approaches,
Don’t Fall Behind

Whether you're tidying closets or turning over a
new leaf, it'’s also the perfect season to take care W
of your final wishes.

Here's a simple checklist to
help you get started:

U Have you documented your final wishes?
U Have you explored preplanning options?
U Have you discussed your plans

with loved ones?
U Have you chosen a funeral home you trust?

Don't fall behind.
Get ahead with peace of mind.

Call or visit BranchFH.com today for
a FREE, no-obligation consultation

‘ E ik g =Y
Johnviﬁante HenryViinante‘ PaulVigliante Hudson*

Four Generations of Hope, Guidance & Compassion 4th Gen, 3rd Gen. 4th Gen. t )
Funeral Director Funeral Director Funeral Director
: Cut out and mail to any Branch Funeral Home location for more information:
OUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: : Name:
Branch Funeral Home of Smithtown : Address:
190 East Main St, Smithtown, NY | City State____ Zip
631.724.9500 ' Email:
. | mail:
Branch Funeral Home of Miller Place | |
551 Route 25A | Miller Place, NY :
AN | I am interested in learning more about:
Branch Funeral Home of Commack : O Funeral Services O Advance Planning O Hudson the Certified
2115 Jericho Turnpike, Commack, NY | O Cremation Services O Creating a Unique Grief Therapy Dog
631.493.7200 : O Veterans Benefits Memorial Service

BRANCHFH.COM
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